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For many people, death is something they prefer not to talk about.  Often the reason is a lack of understanding as to what death really is.  Since all of us will die sooner or later, we should be concerned enough to know more about it.

Psalm 116:15 provides us with these consoling words: Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.  Rarely is death thought of as being precious.  Usually, it is unwanted, dreaded, and feared.  This need not be the case, however, for those who know Christ.  For us, God says it is precious.  Some people think of death as coming to destroy.  For the believer, it is Christ coming to save.  It is thought of as ending, but for the Christian, it is the beginning of a much more abundant life.  It is considered as losing, but for the child of God it is gaining.  It is spoken of as a parting, but in Christ it is a meeting.  It is thought of as going away.  Let’s rather think of it as arriving, for the very moment a believer takes his last breath on this earth, he enters Christ’s presence immediately.  What could be more wonderful than this?

A neighbor sought to console his friend during an unexpected bereavement by saying, “Please accept my sincere sympathy in the loss of your wife.”  The friend replied quickly, “Lost! My wife was not lost.  I know exactly where she is.  She may be gone, but she certainly is not lost.”

If the deceased knew the Lord, she is with Christ forever.  This is the blessedness of the believer’s death.  It is not a hopeless departure into the beautiful isle of somewhere.  It is entering into the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul stated this fact clearly in Philippians 1:23 where he said I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.  Paul assures us that the better choice between heaven and earth is to be with Jesus in heaven.  

Remember what the Lord Jesus said to the dying thief who believed while hanging on the cross?  Today, thou shalt be with me in Paradise (Luke 23:43).  There is no uncertainty here, is there?  No, the believer goes to be with the Lord immediately.  

It should be realized too that the child of God will be conscious between his death and the resurrection.  Actually, death only touches the body.  It does not touch the person; he lives right on.  Only the body is retired.  There is no break in the continuity of the person’s thinking or being.  In fact, his memory becomes more keenly alive than ever before.  At the same time, he will think, feel, know, and experience pleasure and delight.  It is like moving out of an old broken-down house into a mansion.

Nothing is forgotten after death.

The rich man was in hell following his death, conscious of his sufferings and anguish.  Abraham said to him, “Son, remember.”  Doubtless all the past swept across his mind, as well as the beautiful mansion in which he lived on earth, the purple and fine linen with which he adorned himself, the table that was bedecked with the finest delicacies on which he feasted.  God said further, “During your lifetime you received good things while Lazarus knew only hardship, but now he is comforted, and you are tormented (Luke 16:25).  Like a moving picture on a screen, this must have passed through the rich man’s mind.  He saw it all.  He saw Lazarus, full of sores at his gate begging while suffering.  He remembered that he had not done one thing to alleviate the suffering.  It would have been a blessing if he could have forgotten – but he couldn’t.  He was conscious, so very conscious, and his memory was intensely active and tormenting.

But how different it is for the one who has trusted in Christ.  His memory will be purified with righteous thoughts.  Looking back over the years, he will realize only the manifold blessings of God on his life.  All will be well in the presence of the King of kings.  

No wonder Susanna Wesley said to her children as she approached death’s door, “When I am gone, sing to God a hymn of praise.”  She knew well that death was not the end, that she would enter the presence of her Lord, her Master.

Oh friend, think of stepping on shore and finding it heaven, of taking hold of a hand and finding it God’s hand, of breathing new air and finding it celestial air, of feeling invigorated and finding it immortality, of passing from storm and tempest to an unbroken calm, of waking up and finding it home.

What a brilliant and joyous future the child of God has.  When one is in Christ, there need be no doubts about this.  Jesus said in John 11:25,26, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  And then He asked, Believest thou this? 

Do you believe it?  Have you acknowledged Christ as your Lord, and do you have the confidence that at the moment of your death you will enter His presence?  If not, you can become a possessor of this blessed assurance immediately by turning to Christ, repenting of your sins, and receiving Him as the Lord of your life.  The moment you do this, you will discover that immortality is not merely a future hope but a present reality.  You will experience joy, peace, and blessing; such as you have never known before.  Without this marvelous hope, you have nothing.  “Wait a minute,” you may say, “I have wealth untold.  I am worth thousands, yea millions.”  My dear friend, at the hour of death without Christ, you will be worth nothing – absolutely nothing.

God reminds us in 1 Timothy 6:7 that we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  You will leave this earth as you entered, empty-handed.  One thing is sure; no one need ever leave earth with an empty heart because Christ loves you.  There is no reason to spend eternity in hell.  He is desirous that you be in the heaven He prepared for you and the saints of all ages.  That could be the reason why He has directed you to listen to this message.  He is giving you another opportunity to make your decision to receive Him for eternity.  Don’t close the door to the greatest privilege anyone can have in life, to decide for the Son of God.

To make no decision closes the door.  It is not a case of deciding either way.  If you refuse to decide for Christ you decide against Him.  You choose to reject Him.  For you, death holds no hope, no consolation.

Napoleon Bonaparte, the famous emperor of France, while waiting for death said, “I die before my time and my body will be given back to the earth.  Such is the fate of him who has been called The Great Napoleon.  What an abyss between my deep misery and the eternal kingdom of Christ.”

In contrast to this, think of the beautiful death of the renowned world evangelist, Dwight L. Moody.  While dying he said, “If this is death, there is no dying.  This is glorious.  This is bliss.  If this is death, it is beautiful.”  Among his last words were these, “Earth is receding, heaven is approaching.  God is calling me.”

Dear friend, if you have never taken Jesus Christ into your life, I invite you to do it right now, so that you will have the certainty of eternal life.  And when you leave this earth, you will enter into the presence of Christ immediately. 
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