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In this world of ours there are many who are claiming to be authorities, but there is one who is truly the authority over all, and that is the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  Even some of his persecutors said of Him, never a man spake like this man.  Indeed, they were correct.

Consider Mark 2:1-12 where we see three things:

1. Our Lord’s Authority Disclosed (v. 1-5).

2. Our Lord’s Authority Disputed (v. 6,7)

3. Our Lord’s Authority Demonstrated (v.8-12)

Our Lord’s Authority Disclosed

Christ was in one of the homes in Capernaum where He was preaching and teaching.  Verse 2 says he preached the word unto them.  But we notice also, as He preached the Word, suddenly He was interrupted.  Four men caused quite a disturbance by bringing a man, sick of the palsy, to Jesus.  They had tried to get him to Jesus by means of the doorway.  But it was impossible.  The crowd was so large, and people were packed in the house so tightly, that it appeared hopeless.  The men refused to give up, however, so they went to the roof of the one-story building and, after lifting the tiles back, let the sick man down in front of Jesus by means of ropes.  Some people might conclude this action to be impolite or rude.  But Jesus declared it to be an act of faith.  When Christ saw this man, sick as he was, being let down before His eyes, He spoke.  And with authority as the Son of God He said, thy sins be forgiven thee. 

This must have been a surprise to the four men who brought the sick man to Christ, for they were bringing Him for physical healing, not to have his sins forgiven.  But from our Lord’s action, it would seem that the man was sick in body because he was sick in soul.  Frequently, this is the case.  Physical infirmities are often the result of spiritual needs.  I feel quite certain that if some people were to get right with the Lord, their physical illnesses would clear up quickly.  Their greater problem is sin.  But is it not true that many people are far more interested in the welfare of the body than they are in the welfare of the soul.  Yet, God declares in Mark 8:36,37, What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  Is there anything more important than a person’s salvation?  Absolutely not! 

How is it with you, dear friend?  Have you received Christ’s forgiveness?   He offers it to you just as He offered it to this man who was let down by means of the ropes.  As He said to him, Thy sins be forgiven thee, He will say the same to you if you will receive Him as your Savior from sin.

Our Lord’s Authority Disputed  

When Jesus disclosed His authority in declaring this man’s sins to be forgiven, some in His audience were offended.  We read in verses 6,7 But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies?  Who can forgive sins but God only?  The mistake these men made was trying to reason out spiritual truth.  This is the same error some are making in our contemporary society.  Rather than approach God by faith, they try to figure everything out; this is impossible.  Faith does not exclude fact.  But you will never be able to rationalize everything before you believe.  You will not understand everything.  Of course, to be saved, it is not necessary that you understand everything.  God’s Word to all is Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Matthew 11:28).  We need only to take God at His Word.  Respond and receive His marvelous salvation through Christ.  

You will notice in verse 7, our Lord’s critics denied His deity.  They asked the question, Who can forgive sins but God only?  They were blind to the fact that Jesus was God.  They did not have the benefit of the Scriptures which we have in which Jesus declares; I and my Father are one.  Further, we read of Him in Colossians 2:3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  And in verse 9 of this same chapter, For in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.  Christ is God who came in a body of flesh.  It is impossible to believe on God the Father without believing on God the Son.  Jesus said in John 14:6, No man cometh unto the Father but by me.
Our Lord’s Authority Demonstrated

The story does not end here, for Christ left no doubt about His deity.  Thus, in the remaining verses of this narrative we see in verses 8-12, Christ’s authority demonstrated.  Even though He did not hear them, our Lord knew what some of His audience were thinking about.  Thus He asked, Why reason these things in your hearts?  Christ would have to be the Son of God to make such a bold declaration.  He was not a mind reader, but He was a heart analyzer.  He knew everyone in His presence, as He knows everyone in every generation.  We read in John 2:25, He needed not that should testify of man: for He knew what was in man.
It is true that sometimes we can even hide some of our practices from our dearest loved ones.  But nothing can be hid from God for Hebrews 4:13 says, Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.  We may cheat, deceive, and even steal.  But whether now or later, everything will be brought out into the light for God cannot be deceived.

Christ went on to say to the sick man, That ye may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins, I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.  And then we read, Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth.  Notice the impact this had on the audience.  They were all amazed and glorified God saying, We never saw it on this fashion.  Christ proved the fact that He could forgive sin by healing the body of this man. 

Let Christ forgive you of all your sins, if you never have.  At this very moment, receive Him as your Lord and Savior by calling upon Him.
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