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If you have any access to churches, you have probably discovered that there all kinds of Christians.  Some believe one thing, and others something else.  This gets rather confusing at times, doesn’t it?  How is one going to know who is right?  My answer is, search the Scriptures.  If you do, you will see readily that God desires a Spirit-controlled life.

I want to bring my third and concluding message on the Nazarite.  I have emphasized the need for the believer to turn everything over to God, yielding his life to the Lord completely.  As the Nazarite was separated unto God, so you and I who are in Christ ought to be committed wholly unto God. 

We saw from Numbers 6 that the Nazarite was to separate himself from wine and strong drink.  Now look at Numbers 6:5.  All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no razor come upon his head: until the days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the Lord, he shall be holy, and shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.
The long hair of the Nazarite was the way in which everyone around could distinguish him as a Nazarite.  People knew him by his appearance.  He was not to cut his hair like others.  He was to be different.  From the Word of God, we who are believers in Jesus Christ also are to be different, not so much in our physical appearance as in our conduct and walk.  We read in Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  We are to be different in that we do not follow in the same paths with the ungodly.  We should walk in a manner pleasing to the Lord at all times.  Wherever we are, and whatever the circumstances, we are to be a testimony to God by our talk and our walk.

We are told in 1 Thessalonians 5:22 to abstain from all appearance of evil.  Believers are not to compromise in any way with the world, for in doing so, we may leave the wrong impression with the unbeliever.  In the office, in the school, in the home, in the store, on the street, wherever we are, people watch us.  If we have declared ourselves to be Christians, we must be awfully careful, for unsaved people scrutinize our lives to see what a Christian is like.  If we confess one thing and live another, our hypocrisy will have a tremendous effect for evil upon our neighbors.  People interpret Christ and the Bible by the manner in which we live.  What a poor estimation they have of the Savior and of His Word, after observing some Christians.

God says in 1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.  We have been called away from the old life to revel and rejoice in the new life.  We are to put off the grave clothes and put on the pure and righteous garment of Jesus Christ and His holiness.

May I say to those of you who profess to believe in Christ, do not stoop to the ways of the world, but come up to the high level of the victory we find in Christ, to a life fully committed to Him and His power.

Just before I close, let me give you one more vow made by the Nazarite in Numbers 6.  Notice verse 6 where we read, All the days that he separateth himself unto the Lord he shall come at no dead body.  The Nazarite was not to touch a dead body.  How can we relate this to the believer?  Looking into the New Testament, we find that all who are outside of Jesus Christ are dead, that is spiritually dead.

In Ephesians 2:1 God has said, And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.  A man or woman without Christ is in a state of spiritual death.

Am I suggesting that we who are Christians should have nothing to do with the unsaved?  Not that at all.  If I were to suggest this, I would be wholly unscriptural.  I do say, however, that we who are in Jesus Christ are to pick our friends, for the Bible says in 2 Corinthians 6:14, Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.  But on the other hand, all our contacts with the unsaved should be with the desire and purpose of sharing Christ with them. 

Jesus ate and drank with publicans and sinners, not to be a part of their sinfulness, but with a desire to reach them for eternity.  Thus, the believer is to be separated from the ungodly in the sense that he does not partake of their sins.  On the other hand, he is to associate with them and be friendly to them, with an earnest concern to win them to Christ.

It would seem that too many Christians have the idea that separation has to do with separating ourselves from people.  This should never be the case.  It is separation from sin that God speaks about in His Word.  We must be with people to share the Gospel so that they might be saved.  We are God’s ambassadors, His witnesses.  We are responsible to tell others about Jesus Christ.  

And be sure, if we are wholly yielded to Christ and controlled by the Holy Spirit, we shall speak for our Savior on every occasion.  For we read in Matthew 12:34, out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.

Let me ask you, dear friend.  What kind of Christian are you?  Are you motivated by the flesh, or by the Holy Spirit of God?  Do you want blessing?  Do you want real joy?  Then turn your life over to the Lord fully.  Withhold nothing for self.  Right now, tell the Lord Jesus that you want Him to take full possession.  What a difference it will make.

Maybe you are not really a Christian.  It could be that you have never really asked Jesus Christ to come into your life.  Do it right now.  And at the same time, yield all to Him.  Let Christ reign in your life that you might know the blessed life, while following Jesus as your Lord and Redeemer.  It’s a beautiful life, friend.  Don’t turn your face from it.  Think about these things, and make your decision for Christ as soon as possible.
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