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There is a problem existing in many of our churches these days that is doing untold damage.  It is quite common, and most church people don’t even know they are guilty.

Do you know what is hurting our churches more than anything else?  It isn’t alcohol.  This is an evil that is destroying lives. But it isn’t really harming the church to a great degree.  It isn’t drugs, it isn’t the topless bars, it isn’t the nightclubs, it isn’t the fact that women sell themselves for a night or more.  Do you want to know what the real enemy is? – Godless criticism.  The criticism going on in churches where Christians criticize each other is one of the most destructive agents at work in ruining our testimony for Christ.

Of course, most of us excuse ourselves, claiming not to be guilty.  But let’s be fair and frank about the matter.  We are all guilty - some of us more than others.  Probably, there is not a single Christian who can excuse himself from this evil.  In Leviticus 19:16 God says, Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbor: I am the Lord.  Now this is a commandment; Thou shalt not, God says.  And yet, how often it is disregarded, as Christians are thoughtlessly critical.

Do you know it is impossible to be in fellowship with God with a critical spirit?  Criticism makes you vindictive and cruel.  It gives you the feeling that you are a superior person.  Really, it is pride in action.  Somebody has said, “It is the result of mental indigestion.”  The fallacy of it all is that every fault we see in someone else, we can usually locate in ourselves.  Furthermore, God makes it clear in Romans 2:1 that when we judge others, we condemn ourselves.  Therefore thou are inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 
Mel Larson told of an interesting experience that took place in his family.  It was a beautiful Sunday afternoon, ideal for a little ride before supper.  They were preparing to leave when Jim, the 9-year-old needed to get something out of the trunk.  His dad gave him the keys and thought no more of it.  Moments later, as they were about to leave, Dad saw the trunk standing open.  He slammed the door and gave the call to everyone that they were ready to leave.  He didn’t seem to have his own keys, so he borrowed his wife’s and used hers.  After enjoying their ride, they headed home.  Pulling up to a stop sign, dad casually looked into the rear view mirror and saw a lady in the car behind waving her arms.  He responded, and she informed him that his car keys were in the lock of the trunk.  Dad thanked her and recovered the keys.

“Jim,” said the father, “why didn’t you take the keys out of the trunk door.”  “Dad,” he replied, “why didn’t you take them out when you slammed the trunk door?”  There was a silence, and then, “Jim, I didn’t put the keys into the trunk door.”  “Dad, I didn’t close the trunk door.”  More silence.  “Jim, you asked for the keys, you should have returned them.”  “Dad, didn’t you see them when you slammed the door?”  And at that moment, little six-year-old Susie piped up in a clear and solemn tone, “Thou shalt not blame one another.”  The tension broke, and everyone laughed.  Dad and Jim shook hands and all was well.  But the Mel Larson family recalled this statement time and time again.  “Thou shalt not blame one another.”

Oh my, what miracles could be wrought in our churches today if people would quit blaming one another?  If something goes wrong, how prone we are to look for someone other than ourselves to blame.  Rarely do we blame ourselves.  This is an ancient trick of the Devil to divide the house, to keep Christians at enmity one with another.  We need to love one another, not blame one another.  When we love one another, we no longer become blame-placers.

The word of Abraham to Lot should be kept in mind at all times, we be brethren.  Because we are brothers and sisters in Christ we should get along with each other, right?  Certainly.  You see, we can have differences, but as believers in Christ who are supposed to be one in Christ, we ought to be able to overlook each other’s differences.  In Psalm 133:1 we read, Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!  To dwell together in unity, it is necessary to take the time and to make the effort to try to understand the other person’s feelings.

It was a splendid move on the part of Solomon when he prayed; give therefore thy servant an understanding heart.  This is a prayer all of us need to pray every day of our lives.  Christ has an understanding heart when He deals with you and me.  He understands how we feel.  And when we are tempted by Satan, he knows all about it and he understands.  When so-called friends misjudge us, when sorrows weigh heavily upon us, when a sense of failure almost overwhelms us, He understands.  This is why you and I need to pray that God will give us understanding hearts, that we shall understand and be able to get along with people.  And when we look for faults, lets not use a telescope, but a mirror.  This is the best way to look for faults.

I am reminded of the little girl who lived with her grandmother.  Grandma asked her to do some dusting.  She made the little girl do it three times, and still she wasn’t satisfied.  The little girl spoke up and said, “Grandma, that dust isn’t on the furniture, it’s on your glasses.”  This is often the case, isn’t it?  The dust we see in other lives is frequently right on our own glasses.

Let’s quit criticizing – that is, other people.  We should criticize ourselves so we may get in harmony with God and posses His power.  But let’s leave other people alone.  Pray that the Lord will give you a loving spirit, even for those who irk and disturb you.  God can do that because God is love.  You can’t do it in your own strength, but you can do it in His strength.  Maybe you ought to get alone with the Lord and pray the prayer of David: Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting (Psalm 139:23,24).  You might be surprised at what might turn up.  Try it and see.

Now, your real problem may be that you have never really met Christ.  You know about Him, you go to church every Sunday, you go through the motions, but you have never definitely had a heart experience with the Son of God.  Take Him into your life, friend.  It could be that this will be the answer to the problem that is weighing so heavily upon you.  God will give you love for the ones or one you hate.  He will exchange His peace for your anxiety.  He will give you confidence to face the future.  Let Him do it.  Open your heart to His control.  Invite Him to come into your life.
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