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What does the word heaven suggest to you?  Maybe you are thinking of your mother who has been there for some time.  Or possibly you are saying, “That is where I hope to go when I die.”  Actually, where is heaven?  What is it like?  Let’s think about this.

While walking with her father on a starry night, a little girl was so attracted by the brilliancy of the sky, all lit up with twinkling stars from one end to the other, that she seemed to be quite lost in her thinking.  Her father asked what she was thinking about so intently.  Her answer was, “I was just thinking, if the wrong side of heaven is so beautiful, what must the right side be like.”

It might be well for all of us to give some thought to this wonderful place the Lord Jesus has gone to prepare for those who love and follow Him.  Do you remember what Jesus said to His disciples?  Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.   I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also (John 14:1-3).

If you want another assuring passage relative to heaven, consider the words of our Lord spoken to one of the dying thieves who hung on a cross by Christ’s side.  Today thou shalt be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43).  Today, Jesus said. So often we associate immortality with the dark, distant future.  But Jesus said, it is today.

The emptiest and coldest place in all the earth is a cemetery.  One may place a monument at the grave of a loved one, he may carry flowers to that hallowed spot in remembrance of that dear one, but be assured that if the loved one was in Christ, Jesus tells us that today he or she is with me.

Perhaps you have wondered what your loved one in Christ is like.  Is he an angel now?  What was Christ like after He rose from the dead?  Was He an angel or a person?  He was the same person as He was when He walked about on this earth.  He had the same gracious hands, the same steadfast face, and the same heart of love.  He looked the same to those who knew Him.  He was the same.  Beyond the grave, you will be the same also.

When Jesus visited the tomb of Lazarus with Mary and Martha, Jesus said, Lazarus, come forth.  He did not call him by some other name.  He was Lazarus on this side of death, and he was Lazarus on the other side.  Christ provided comfort to Lazarus’ broken-hearted sister by saying Thy brother shall rise again.  He was the brother on this side, and still the brother on the other side.  Beyond the grave, you will be you.  Your own loved one is the same on the other side.

I know this presents some questions.  God has not given us all the answers relative to the future state.  But let us take note of what He has revealed and not try to fathom that about which no revelation has been given.  He simply said, Today thou shalt be with me in paradise.
When the believer dies, he goes to be with the Lord immediately.  Where? - In Paradise.  You ask, “What will this be like?”  It means different things to different people.  In Galilee, the people were poverty-stricken.  They had no money and, thus, when they dreamed of heaven, it was a place where everybody would be rich; where even the streets were paved with gold.

John dreamed of a heaven as a place where there would be no more sea.  You will remember that he had been exiled on the Isle of Patmos.  The sea surrounded him.  It was the thing that separated him from his work, that kept him from doing what he wanted to do, and what he felt he should do.

Most of us feel discouraged when we know that on this earth we cannot be what we want to be.  Lack of ability, lack of opportunity – so many things hinder us.  I want to preach and teach the Word.  That is the thing I work at most.  I read and study, and try to be a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.  But never one time have I proclaimed the Word of God without feeling that I failed to preach or teach like I wanted to.  I always seem to be lacking.  But I cannot help but feel that someday, on the other side, I will be able to preach the sermon that I really feel in my heart.  I will have the ability there that I never had here.

A man without any arms once said to me, “Heaven will be a place where everyone will have two arms.”  Fanny Crosby was blind.  As she thought of heaven, she sang “And I shall see Him face to face.”  Heaven will be a place where there will be no limitations.  We shall be like Christ, in glorified bodies, perfect bodies, free from pain and sorrow.

But most of all and greatest of all, and that of greatest interest to God’s people, heaven will be where Jesus Christ is.  This is the most wonderful assurance of all.  Heaven is not merely an expanse of dazzling scenery.  It is not simply a place with great choirs singing praises unto God, nor is it merely a prospect of a city of light and fields of rest with everlasting hills.  Heaven first and last is the unveiled presence of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God himself.  It is to be with Him where He is.  It is to behold His glory.

Friend, will you be going to heaven?  Heaven is not a place for the man who has not given himself to Jesus Christ.  It is for those who love His appearing, who long to see Him, who desire to live with Him.  Are you prepared to go to this place, the place Jesus has prepared for you?  Unless you know Him as your Savior and Lord, you are not prepared.  Now you may be morally good according to worldly standards.  You may be a faithful member and churchgoer.  But heaven will not be a place of churches.  It will be where Christ dwells.

If you have never definitely invited Jesus Christ into your life and acknowledged Him as your Savior and Lord, I urge you to do that right now so that you will be assured of heaven.  But, you say, “Suppose I make a mistake?  Suppose I fail along the way.  Then I will miss out on my chances.”  Not at all - God saved you and God promises to keep you.  And as you daily look to Him in prayer, and read His Word, you will get strong in the Lord and you will be ready to look upon His face in the hour when He calls you home.  I hope you know Him.  If you don’t, trust in Him right now.
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