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From our reading of the Old Testament, we see that God provided a way for man to cover over his sins so they could be forgiven.  In the New Testament, He did even more; He provided a way for everyone to be completely cleansed from sin, with the assuring promise of heaven.

In the latter part of 1 John 1:7 we read that the blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son cleanseth us from all sin.   The meaning embodied in this great fact of the Scriptures has never been changed in any sense of the word.  This truth is still as effectual today as when the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle John to write it.  The blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son cleanseth us from all sin.  The Bible teaches that there is no other possible way to be cleansed from sin than through the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Some of our modern-day preachers look upon this truth with scorn.  There are ministers who are attempting to exclude all mention of the blood of Christ in the hymnbooks.  They would certainly be miserable in heaven, where we shall give all praise to our Lord who has washed us from our sins in His own blood.

George Bernard Shaw once said, “No really educated person now believes in the atonement through Christ’s blood.”  In a large meeting, a Christian statesman rose to say, “I may not be what Shaw calls really educated, but I give thanks that I know that God’s Word is true.  Ephesians 1:7 declares, In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.

One of my professors in school was Dr. Wilbur M. Smith.  He used to tell of a visit to London.  He went to one of the large churches.  To his surprise, on the wall of the transept he saw a huge illuminated cross.  He said later, “One would expect from this to hear something about the Gospel.”  The subject that morning was the alchemy of Jesus, by which the minister meant that Jesus turned all of his experiences into gold.  Toward the end of the message Dr. Smith was horrified, when pointing to the cross the speaker said, “Do not tell me that was the will of God.  Jesus was put to death by wicked hands and wicked hands can never do the will of God.”

It is obvious from such statements that this clergyman had no concept of one of the basic teaching of the Word of God.  From Genesis to Revelation, one of the prominent themes is sacrifice through blood.  In Exodus 12:13 God says When I see the blood, I will pass over you.  In Leviticus 17:11 He declares For the life of the flesh is in the blood.  In Romans 5:9: Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  On we could go, reading verse after verse from the Bible, telling of Christ’s sacrifice of His precious blood for sin as being God’s method of salvation.

A preacher of prominence attended a worship service at a church known for its evangelical fervor.  With evident distress and displeasure, he listened to a message on the atoning power of the blood of Christ.  At the conclusion of the service, the visitor said to the pastor, “My God is not the blood-thirsty God you picture.  My God is one of love, and needs not to be appeased with blood.  I have no respect for the God whom you worship.”  These remarks, stated with deep feeling and sincerity not only evidence complete misunderstanding of the sense in which the evangelical preacher employed the term blood, but also manifests ignorance of the God revealed in Scripture.  Knowledge of the Scripture should have shown Him that mere blood does not effect appeasement; it is the meaning of the blood of Christ that should be understood.

There were those who followed Christ during His earthly ministry, who misunderstood the meaning of the blood.  Jesus startled His listeners with the statement, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, ye have no life in you (John 6:53).  Some of the disciples understood this in a literal, carnal sense.  They were offended, even as the visiting preacher was offended at the preaching of the blood.  They called it a hard saying and forsook Christ.

Jesus explained that literal drinking of His blood would not provide eternal life.  There must be a partaking of it in a spiritual way.  He called attention to the fact that the spirit quickeneth and that the words which He spoke were spirit and life.  The flesh and blood represented the suffering and death of Jesus.  To eat His flesh and drink His blood is to appropriate by faith the sacrifice wrought by His sufferings and death.  That His blood signifies atonement, Christ himself clearly indicated in the institution of the Lord’s Supper.  He said, Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins (Matthew 26:27,28). 

An amazing contradiction of this is the preacher who abhors the preaching of the blood in the pulpit, yet proclaims it in the Lord’s Supper.  Though some try to make the primary purpose of the sacrament to be that of a display of Christian unity, yet the very heart of the communion service manifests the union of man with God in and through the broken body and shed blood of Christ.  The very action of eating the bread and drinking of the cup declares the partaking of the body and shed blood of Christ.  Those who refuse to preach the blood of Christ deny the symbol which truly represents atonement, propitiation, and redemption.  They deny that which so vividly reveals the sufferings of our Lord.  They remove the heart from the Lord’s Supper; they rob the church of the eloquent witness of the love of God.

Without the blood, what is the Gospel?  We have already seen from 1 John 1:7 that we are cleansed through the blood.  Look at Colossians 1:20 where we learn that we are reconciled to God through the blood.  And having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.  Further, in 1 Peter 1:2 we are sanctified through the blood, that is, we are set apart for God through the blood.  Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.
We see also that we possess victory over Satan through the blood: (Revelation 12:11) And they overcame him (that is Satan), by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto death.

And in John 3:14,15 we are told that we have life abundant through the blood.  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
Why was Jesus Christ lifted up on the cross, to be a great example?  No.  To shed His blood, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.  Praise God for the blood that was shed that completely blocks out our sin when we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

I find that there are very few people who will not admit that they are sinners.  Of course, whether they admit it or not, the Bible declares them to be such, for in Romans 3:23 we read For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.
But man, knowing himself to be a sinner, looks for some kind of covering.  Well, there is only one, and that is the blood that was shed at Calvary’s cross.  This is the covering God has provided for you and for me.  But it not only covers our sin – it blots it out completely, and we are completely forgiven through the precious blood of Christ.

Have you claimed Christ as your Savior and Lord?  Have you permitted Him to cleanse you of all your sins through the blood that was shed at Calvary?  God has provided this great salvation for you, dear friend.  Receive Him into your heart and life right now.  Bow your head and say, “Lord I know I am a sinner, but I want to be saved, and I claim the power of the blood, through Christ who gave himself for me that I might be saved.  And God will save you, right where you are.
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