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Does what you say help people or hurt them?  Some people are very careful about some areas of their lives, but extremely careless about their speech.  Do the words you speak edify or disturb your friends and loved ones?

In Psalm 17:3 David made the statement I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress.  What a worthwhile purpose this is.  How essential that every child of God purposes before the Lord that he will not transgress with his mouth.  It has been said that there are three forms of wrong: wrongdoing, wrong thinking, and wrong speaking.  Probably, the worst of these is wrong speaking.  It is possible to correct wrongdoing.  Wrong thinking may be restrained.  But wrong speaking cannot be recalled.  How essential it is that those who love Jesus Christ speak in a manner that will please Christ.  God says in Colossians 4:6 Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.
We further read in the Word of God that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned  (Matthew 12:36, 37).  How sobering is the thought that an account must be given of every idle word spoken.  By idle is meant vain, unedifying, pernicious, false, and useless words.

Some years ago, while pasturing a church in Peoria, Illinois, I was invited to give a gospel message to the employees of the R.G. LeTourneau manufacturing plant, located in the same city.  Several days later, I received a large envelope in the mail from LeTourneau.  Opening it, I was surprised to find the message I had delivered, typed word for word.  This was a kindly gesture on the part of the company to send each speaker a neatly typed copy of the message he delivered.  When I spoke at the plant, I did not realize that my message was being recorded and the company would keep it on file.  Quickly, I read through the manuscript, wondering if I had said everything as I wanted it said.  After thinking more of the incident, the verses I mentioned a moment ago regarding idle words came to my mind.  I realized that even as a record of this sermon was kept, so God is keeping an eternal record of every word we speak.

Thus, how careful we should be to heed the Word of God as found in Ephesians 4:29, Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.  Words are actually the articulation of thoughts.  They bring to the lip what is in the mind and the heart.  For this reason, they are always revealing.  It is probably true that our spontaneous words are more truly revealing than our considered utterances.  We all repress much because we know that it is not considered polite, or for the child of God it is not glorifying to the Lord.  But there are occasions when these considerations are not in view, and we let come to the surface what is in the depth.

A sailor, examining an anchor, which had been hauled out of the water, was asked what he was looking for.  He replied, “Seeing what the bottom of the sea is like.”  It is because words show “what the bottom is like” that they are so significant.  There is nothing more revealing of a man’s character or his relationship to the Lord than his manner of speech.  

The Lord Jesus said in Matthew 12:34 out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.  Abundance had to do with a right relationship to God.  If there is no abundance, the speech will not be glorifying to the Lord.

The trouble with most of us is, we talk too much and say too little.  Talkativeness is ruinous to deep spirituality.  Our speech consumes the energy of our spirit and, hence, all superfluous talk is a waste of the vital forces of the heart.  In fruit growing, it often occurs that excessive blossoming prevents a good crop.  By so much talkativeness, the soul runs wild in “word bloom” and bears little fruit.  Thus we need to pray daily with the Psalmist, Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips (Psalm 141:3).  The real catastrophe as the result of many of our words is that of construction rather than reconstruction.  It is easy to tear down; it is much more difficult to build.

While speaking at a summer conference, I had the pleasure of sharing the platform with the president of a well-known Christian college.  In telling of some of his experiences, he related how his school purchased a large piece of property in order to expand the campus and get more dormitory space.  There were seven small houses on the property.  All of them were badly in need of repair.  Since the school desired to build a new building, the seven houses were put up for sale.  They were up for sale for some period of time, but no one bought them.  Finally, in an attempt to clear the property, the school tried to give the houses to anyone that would move them.  But they couldn’t even give them away.  Later, they hired a wrecking concern to demolish the houses.  The cost of destroying the seven houses was minimal in comparison with the cost of the new building.  It took only a few days to wreck the old houses, while it took many months to build the new dormitory.  You see, building is always far more costly and time consuming than wrecking.

Need I tell you that most churches have their wrecking crews?  Rarely do these people ever build anything.  They are always busy at the job of wrecking.  And how do they do it?  Very often it is with their gossiping tongues.  If we insist on being hammers, let us build something.  Don’t destroy.  We don’t lift a weaker brother by running him down.  God has called us to be lighters, not fighters.  Jude tells us to earnestly contend for the faith.  But there is nothing said about being contentious for the faith.

The real problem with our faulty speech is often a sinful heart.  Obviously, Christ is not in full control.  If He were, what we say would evidence the fact.  Who is in control of your life?  If you are, it is understandable why your words are offensive.  Why not change your course?  Give Christ complete control and see the difference.

If you have never received Christ into your life, do it now.  He is ready.  I hope you are.  Come to Him today.  It will be the greatest step forward you have ever made in your life.  Ask Jesus to come into your life.
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