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There is nothing that better describes our depth of spirituality than the manner in which we speak.  If a person’s speech is raw and crude and seems to exalt himself while degrading others, it would appear that his relationship with Christ is either very weak, or maybe no relationship at all.  

There is an old adage.  “Human minds are at their highest when they think upon ideals.  They are a step lower when they think upon things.  They are at their lowest when they think of persons, and sink even lower if their thoughts continue to dwell on people.”  What an indictment of human intelligence this is.  But, sit in with a group of people for a little while and it will not be long until you discover the object of conversation is other people.  Within moments, gossip deteriorates into scandal, criticism into defamation, and praise into blasting doubt.

God says in James 1:26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion if vain.  His religion is useless with no effect for good.

Usually, gossip has a few facts all mixed up with lies.  As it is passed from person to person, it increases in its intensity and destructiveness. 

It was said of a certain minister that his wife was attending a meeting and that he went there in a rage, and that he by violence dragged her from the hall, and that he by force compelled her to go home with him.  He allowed the story to circulate for a time, and then riddled it as follows:  “In the first place, I never intended to influence my wife in her views of her choice of meetings.  Secondly, my wife did not attend the meeting in question.  In the third place, I did not attend the meeting myself.  To conclude, neither my wife nor myself had any inclination to go to the meeting.  Finally, I never had a wife!” I doubt that this is true, but it certainly illustrates how unreasonable gossip actually is.  

As destructive as gossip, another form of evil and corrupt speaking is criticism.  So often people are harsh and critical in their statements regarding others.  Someone has said, “Keep your words soft and sweet, you never know when you may have to eat them.”  If only we would take time to learn something about the circumstances, we would be less critical of our Christian brothers and sisters.  Most criticism is based upon thoughtlessness.

Some years ago, a woman came to Charles H. Spurgeon, the famous preacher, to talk to him about his necktie.  This good sister felt that Spurgeon’s necktie was too long to be in keeping with the calling of a preacher.  To her, it was a sign of worldliness, and it troubled her.  She brought her scissors along to reduce the length of the necktie.  Spurgeon listened patiently, took off the offensive tie, handed it to the woman, and told her to cut it off to the length she thought it should be.  But, he added, “Dear Sister, may I perform a service for you too?”  “Certainly,” was the reply, “I shall appreciate it very much.”  “Well,” said Spurgeon, “you also have something which is too long to accord with Christian humility, which has caused me a good deal of grief.”  “Indeed,” she replied sweetly, “what can that be?  Use the scissors as you please.”  With calm friendliness, Spurgeon said, “Dear Sister, will you put out your tongue?”

Usually, when we hear thoughts like I am presenting, we think of someone to whom they really apply.  But let us think of ourselves today and consider our own manner of speech.  David prayed in Psalm 19:14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my Redeemer.  He was personal, you see.  And we need to get personal on this topic.  Have we been guilty of corrupt and thoughtless speech?  Have we spoken idle words?  Let us claim God’s forgiveness through Jesus Christ.  And thinking of the future, the Lord Jesus tells us to go and sin no more. 

What can we do about it?  How can we best improve our speech to glorify the Lord?  There is only one way – get close to Jesus Christ; confess your sins to Him; praise Him for forgiveness and yield yourself completely to Him.  We cannot improve our speech, but God can.  The closer we get to the Lord Jesus, the more we shall speak like Him.  His speech was perfect.  His worst enemies said of Him, never man spake like this man.  They could not find one evil word in His speech.  They were looking for something for which they could condemn Him, but they could not find it.  He spoke only truth and the Word of God.  And as you and I keep our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ and follow Him, we too shall speak in a way that will be honoring to Him.

Some years ago when I was a student at Bible school, I met a radiant, Christian, young lady who had been reared in the north.  After her graduation, she went into home mission work in the Kentucky Mountains.  Many years later, I spoke at a conference in Kentucky and this friend was there.  I was surprise, however, to find that she no longer talked like a northerner.  She had been working with southerners so long that she talked like them.

As you and I live with Christ and fellowship with Him, spending time in His blessed Word, communing with Him in prayer, it will not be long before we shall speak like Him, in a way that will please Him and glorify His name.

Should you not be a child of God, you cannot control your speech without the Lord.  Possibly, you have been profane and have even blasphemed the name of God.  Hear the message of the Gospel.  Christ died for you and rose again that ye might have everlasting life.  God loves you.  He doesn’t love your speech, but He loves you, and He longs that you come to Him for salvation.  At this very moment, will you receive Him into your life?  You will find that not only will you receive a new heart, but a new tongue.  You will no longer curse God, but praise Him.   Come to Christ, will you?  He will change your life, and your speech as well.
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