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There are some people who think they don’t need God.  They can get along without Him very nicely.  After all, they are making plenty of money and living comfortably.  Why do they need God anyway?  Well, I will tell you what I think about it.

I want to think today about A Prosperous Failure.  That sounds like a contradiction, doesn’t it?  This is only because many people have the idea that if one is prosperous he is successful.  Probably, this is incorrect more often than it is correct.  Frequently, we see those around us striving for wealth, burning out their lives, neglecting their homes and families.  They achieve their desire and get wealth, but they lose everything else that makes life worthwhile.  I think of such people as prosperous failures.

In Luke 12 there is a prosperous failure.  Indeed, he is representative of so many in our day who are just like him.  In verse 16, notice this man’s prosperous condition.  We are told that his ground brought forth plentifully.  Ground, used here, really means country.  He was the possessor of a vast estate.  He owned most of the countryside.  One commentator states that he was a little prince, extremely rich, possessing literally hundreds of acres of land which was very fruitful.  We might say of this man, he really had it made.  The problem was, it was all for his selfish enjoyment.  He had no time for God.  In fact, he didn’t think he needed God.  This vast acreage had produced so well because of (what he thought) his hard work.  At least, that is what he thought.

One time, a minister was presenting the claims of Christ to a wealthy farmer in the Midwest.  The farmer became quite disturbed and shouted, “Let me alone.  I don’t owe God anything.”  Said the minister, “You don’t owe God anything?  Look at your abundant harvest.  Where did you get the seed to plant that brought forth such a harvest?  And who sent the sunshine and the rain that caused the seeds to grow?  Who provided the raw materials to construct trucks to carry the crops to the market?”  And on the minister continued, pointing out many other things God had provided.  Then he concluded by saying, “Friend, you owe God everything.”

That is so very true.  It is true of you and me.  We owe God everything.  If we have experienced any success in life at all, it has all been because of the grace of Almighty God.  He gave us the strength, He gave us the brains, and He gave us the air to breathe.  We owe Him everything.

Please realize it.  If you have been successful, you haven’t reached where you are through your own ingenuity.  It is because of the grace of Almighty God that you are what you are today.

So much now for the wealthy farmer’s prosperous condition.  Consider his present dilemma, spoken of in verse 17.  He thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?  Having toured his estate, and having surveyed the vines and trees impregnated with fruit, he realized that there was no way he could store all of the harvest.  Of course, he gave no thought to the many poor people in his vicinity with whom he could have shared some of his fruit.  Being extremely selfish, he wanted it all for himself.

Let me tell you about an elderly lady who died at age 94.  She lived in a small room on the third floor of a rundown apartment house.  Most people thought she was very poor.  But after her death, what did they find?  Buried in a trunk there were countless diamonds worth many thousands of dollars.  They discovered $5000 in cash, along with $22,000 worth of checks that had never been cashed.  Stored away in boxes, she had chinaware of extreme value.  Paintings and other objects were piled high to the ceiling.  She had lived for herself all of her life.  What an existence.  But many people there are in the world today that are living in the same way.  They miss so much in life.  They have never realized the joy of the Lord’s words, It is more blessed to give than to receive.
You don’t have to have an attic full of wealth to be selfish.  You may have very little and be selfish.  May I say, the wealthiest people in the world are those who have given themselves to God and then honor Him in every area of their life?

We notice next that the wealthy farmer made a pointless decision.  In verse 18 he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.  Poor man!  He wanted to bestow all his goods on himself.  This was his failure.  “What shall I do?” he asked.  “Just live for myself” was his answer.  Many others have made this same decision.  But God says Choose you this day whom you will serve.  Is it the Lord Jesus Christ or is it you?  Do you want to be a miserable failure?  Then choose to live for yourself.  Do you want blessing and happiness?  Then choose Jesus Christ.  Doubtless, this wealthy farmer made many decisions in life, but this was probably one of his worst – he decided to follow his own way.

Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way.  This is the way of misery.

In verse 19 we see the farmer’s proud congratulation.  I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  What poor advice for one to give his own soul.  Think of it, trusting in the much goods, which he declared to be laid up for many years.  Did this poor man not know that all of his possessions could be swept away in a matter of minutes?  This has happened, you know.  How many have had fortunes, only to lose them overnight.  

Doubtless you have heard of the 1920’s and 30’s when millionaires were blowing out their brains because they lost their much goods, which they thought were laid up for many years.  Suddenly, their ease was disturbed as their hopes for the future were blasted completely.

Notice next from Luke 12:20 the wealthy farmer had a pitiful awakening.  God said to him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  Suppose you were to get a message like that.  What would you do?  If your soul were to be required of you, would you be ready to meet God?   You say, “Nobody really knows.  You have to wait and see for yourself.”

May I inform you that there are some people who know?  If you don’t settle things in this life, there will be no chance to settle things in the next life.  Either you go to heaven or hell when you die.  If you are ready for heaven, you will go to heaven; if not, you will go to hell.  How do we get ready for heaven?  There is only one way.  You take Jesus Christ into your life. 

I read in John 14:6 where Jesus said, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  Did you hear that?  No man reaches God other than through Jesus Christ.  It doesn’t make any difference what church you belong too.  It doesn’t make any difference how much religion you have.  If you don’t know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, there is no approach to God Almighty.  You will never see heaven, you will only see hell.  You say I am bigoted.  You say, “You are prejudice.”  Listen.  All I have to go by and all you have to go by is the Word of God.  We don’t have anything else.  It doesn’t matter what this man says, or what this church says, or what that person says.  What does God say?  That’s where it is.  And in the Bible, God makes it very clear in Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.  There is no salvation in any other name but Jesus Christ.  That is why I urge you to take Christ into your life right now, if you never have.

There is just one more thing I want to point out.  It is in verse 21 where we see the pertinent application.  God says, So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.  Not to be rich toward God when He has brought within our reach the unsearchable riches of Christ is to play the part of the fool.  Friend, don’t sell your souls birthright to heavenly and eternal treasure for the much goods of this world.  At this moment, you could be playing the last chords in life’s symphony.  I invite you to turn to Christ.  Don’t delay.  He will receive you, for He says him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  Receive Christ into your life.
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