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Quite frequently, we see signs around that point us to a model home.  In my thinking, to have a really model home you need to have a model family living inside.  Does your family qualify? - Maybe not.  If this is the case, are you doing your best to help the situation, or are you adding to the misery?

If you were asked where Satan is doing the most damage these days, I wonder what your answer would be.  I have given some thought to this, and my personal opinion is that it must be our homes.  Of course, he is doing his best to disrupt every area of our life.  But I am convinced that his number one target is the home.  If he can disrupt the happiness of home life, he is well on his way to disrupt our business establishments, our churches, our government, and every facet of society.  While thinking of our homes, I am not excluding Christian homes.  It is tragic to see many of them crumbling these days.  We who know Christians are supposed to be setting the example for the unsaved, but what poor examples some of our homes are.  Let me suggest three essentials for a happy home.

The first has to do with our relationship to Christ the Son of God.  In my thinking, it is impossible to have a God honoring home without Jesus Christ.  I am not saying that you cannot have a degree of success and happiness, but from my experience without the leadership and guidance of Jesus Christ, it is impossible to know supreme happiness in the home.  When the members of the family really know Christ and follow Him, they will have love for each other and express this love in deeds of thoughtful kindness.  Arguing and wrangling will be unknown.  Naturally, they will have differences, but they will discuss them as Christians and find the solution to their differences as they prayerfully talk and pray.

But maybe the idea of a home such as I have described is not that easy as far as you are concerned.  You may be a Christian, but your spouse may not be.  Or maybe, you have a son or daughter living in sin, on drugs, running with a wild crowd.  There are dozens of diversions we could discuss that would be identical with your situations.  The important question is how can you make your home a happier home?

My first suggestion is to begin with yourself.  Be sure your walk with the Lord is beyond reproach.  Before you blame others, be absolutely certain that your life is a holy example to the other members of your home.  Don’t try to win the others to Christ by your preaching or nagging.  Live in such a manner that the others will see Christ in you.  Don’t turn them off by inconsistencies.  Be a shining light for the Savior in everything you do.

In addition, I would suggest that you spend much time in prayer for the others.  You cannot change them, but God can and God will in His own time.  After Rueben A. Torrey became a widely known evangelist, he gave the following testimony. “I grew up in a godly home, but I was ungodly.  I reached young manhood unsaved, careless about the things of the soul.  I left home an unsaved man.  But when I left, I went away with my mother’s words ringing in my ears.  ‘Reuben,’ she said, ‘when the way back is dark, call upon God.’”

Torrey wandered far from God; farther than he had ever dreamed.  One night in a hotel room, having gone to the depths of sin, he decided to commit suicide.  But as he made all the preparations, there came flashing into his mind the words of his mother, “Reuben, when the way is dark, call upon God.”  That night, in the depths of despair, Torrey knelt by his bed and called upon God.  Instead of taking his own life, he gave it to Jesus Christ.  Behind this remarkable experience, there was a godly, dedicated mother who never gave up.  She waited on God in prayer and claimed his promises.  God can change people.  Believe Him, dear friend.

But not only should Christ be a vital member of the household.  Everything we do in our homes should be related to His leadership and guidance – what we buy, where we go, what we do, what we look at on television should all be pleasing to Him.  It is not enough to invite Christ into our hearts and home, He must be considered as Lord of all.

It is important that the Christian family seek out a good church.  By that, I mean a church that truly honors Christ with a Bible teaching ministry; a church that has a well planned program for its youth.  This will not be any church.  You will have to look for it.  In some cases, you may even find it necessary to travel ten or fifteen miles or more to find it.  After you find such a church, become a part of its life.  Join in with other believers and help bear the workload as well as the financial obligations of the fellowship.  Get actively involved in the entire program.  Arrange your schedule to fit the church so that you can draw on the spiritual resources that are vital to any home.

There is just one more suggestion I want to offer.  I believe if we are to have happier homes, we are going to have to demonstrate practical Christianity and thoughtfulness toward others.  This should, of course, begin in the home.  It is well to have a family night, or family day, when we do things as a family.  In this day of business, while rushing here and there, we sometimes bypass the things of prime importance.  Never is this more true as it affects our families.  Set apart a time each week and allow nothing to interfere, to just simply enjoy each other.  But don’t stop with your family.  This same spirit of thoughtfulness and kindness should reach out into your neighborhood and other places.  Be considerate of those around you who are in need.  Do something for shut-ins and the helpless.  You can never construct a happier home while thinking only of yourself and your own interests.  It is as we reach out into the lives of others and share what God has done for us that we get the greater blessing.  Jesus said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.  Here again, parents should set the example and train their children to exhibit neighborly kindness in caring for those who are lonesome, helpless, destitute, or homeless.

There are other things that could be said that would be worthwhile for our home.  But perhaps we should give some serious thought to what has been said.  If your home is not what it should be, do something about it.  Surely, there is something you can do.  Don’t simply ignore the problem.  Be realistic.  It could be that you have a problem.  You have been blind to the fact as you have criticized and condemned others.  Understand that it is not good intentions that will change a home – it is Jesus Christ.

If you have never received Him into your life, do it right now.  And if you know Him, be sure He is Lord of your life.  Be sure He is in control.  If He isn’t, why not give Him the right of way and allow Him to do wonderful things for your home and family?
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