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It would probably be convenient for us if, in the Bible, there were a list of things Christians should and should not do.  But there are no such lists.  When one’s life is committed to Christ, however, as he reads the Scriptures the Holy Spirit gives enlightenment, and obedience to God’s will and plan is no problem.

It is amazing how many differences there are among God’s people relative to what practices are right and what are wrong.  Let me just say very simply; it is not for any of us to judge.  God is the judge and He has given us some clear-cut guidelines in the Scriptures.  He doesn’t always say what we should or should not do, but I think we can determine this if we use the guidelines.  

Please consider these five questions prayerfully if you are not sure what you should do about something in your life.

First, does it bring glory to God?  In 1 Corinthians 10:31 God says whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  The true follower of Jesus Christ is not to live for himself, but for the Lord.  Everything he does should bring glory to the Savior.  If it does not bring glory to Christ, then it is certain that it is not right and we should forsake if immediately.

Second, does it help me to grow in my Christian experience?  Because of this practice, am I getting stronger in the Lord?  In 2 Peter 3:18, we who are Christians are exhorted to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  It is impossible to stand still in our Christian experience.  Either we are going forward or backward.  If we are not growing in the things of the Lord, we are getting away from God.  So let us analyze any questionable practice in our lives.  Does it enable me to become more like the Lord Jesus Christ himself?  If not, then it is wrong, and for this reason I must get rid of it before it gets a hold on me and hinders my growth for the Lord.

I am reminded of the Christian father who was endeavoring to convince his daughter that a certain place of amusement, which she desired to attend, would hinder her testimony for Christ, even though it was not strictly sinful.  She could not see it and thought her father was being unreasonable, until he reached into the fireplace with the tongs and picked up a black coal and handed it to her.  The fire had not been burning, so he said, “Take it; it’s cold.  It will not burn you.”  She said, “Dad, I will get my hands black!  Oh, yes,” she said, “I understand now.  Going to this place will not hurt me, but it will mar me in such a way that I will have no witness for Christ.”  She did not go.

There are many Christians with blackened hands.  They cannot draw the ungodly to a new life because they know so little of the new life themselves.  They are all mixed up in the ways of this world and have not yet heeded the word of our wonderful Lord to come out of the world and be separate unto Him.

The third question we should ask ourselves relative to questionable things is, does it have the appearance of evil?  It did not ask, is it evil?  Does it have the appearance of evil?  In 1 Thessalonians 5:22 we read abstain from all appearance of evil.  Christians are not only to abstain from sinfulness, but from the appearance of it.  We must be careful that we do not mar our testimony by going places or doing things that the world might question.  It behooves us to walk circumspectly for Jesus Christ at all times, that we might bear a consistent witness for Him.

Now, the fourth question: Does it cause others to stumble?  It may not cause you to stumble, but the true child of God must always keep in mind the weaker brother.  In 1 Corinthians 8:13 Paul says, Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.   Paul had in mind, meat that had been offered to idols and then was put in the marketplace for sale.  Paul could have eaten this meat without any harm to himself.  But he was fearful of the effect it might have on younger Christians who might see him eat the meat that had been offered to idols.  So, in all things, you and I must be careful of the effect we might have upon those who are observing our walk for the Lord.  We are our brother’s keeper and we must not do anything that will turn him from Christ.

The fifth question is: Does it appear doubtful.  In Romans 14:23 God says, and he that doubteth is condemned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.  If you have any doubts whatsoever about anything in your life, you had better give it up.  Usually, if it is doubtful, it is sinful.  Until all doubt is cleared up, you had better forsake that which appears uncertain in your Christian experience.

In the light of this, I always think of the man who would go to the window in the morning and examine the collar of the shirt he wore the day before with the possibility of wearing it another day.  If his wife saw him do it, she would always say, “Dear, if it’s doubtful, it’s dirty.”

Let me run over these questions again. 

 1.   Does it bring glory to God?  1 Corinthians 10:31

2. Does it help me to grow in my Christian experience?  2 Peter 3:18

3. Does it have the appearance of evil?  1 Thessalonians 5:22

4. Does it cause others to stumble?  1 Corinthians 8:13

5. Does it appear doubtful?  Romans 14:23

How needful it is that we who are believers consider the wonderful satisfaction we can enjoy in Christ.  In Colossians 2:10 we read, And ye are complete in Him.  Christ has everything we need.  How many there are who name His name, yet run in every other direction searching for satisfaction.  We have perfect satisfaction in Him.  At His right hand, God says, there are pleasures forevermore.  There is nothing He does not have.  There is nothing you need that He cannot supply.

And should it be that you are not a child of God, may I invite you to come to the Lord Jesus Christ who can abundantly provide pardon, peace, and blessing.  He died for your sins and rose again, and today He offers you eternal life as His free gift.

Maybe you are like the rich man of Luke 12 who had thoughts only for earthly matters.  He fed his body, clothed his body, rested his body, and entertained his body.  But he failed to consider his soul, which was a real as his body.

Friend, you are a soul.  And your soul will live eternally, either in heaven or hell.  And that is why I urge you to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ right now, and you will be assured of heaven.  He is a wonderful Savior to know.  I have known Him many, many years, and I tell you it has been a thrilling life.  It is not without hardship, it is not without problems, it is not without burdens.  But, you see, we have the burden bearer.  And with every trial, every testing, we can go to Him with the assurance that He will undertake for us.  And He always does.  That is why I want you to come to Him and realize what He has done for you, by receiving Him into your life.  Do it right now.
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