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Do you ever have a pity-party and sit and pout because God has blessed some or your friends so abundantly, but it just seems like He has forgotten you?  You need His help urgently, and yet He seems so far away?

Some years ago, there lived a blacksmith who was quite vulgar and uncouth.  But one night, he opened his heart to God and experienced the wonderful transformation through Jesus Christ.  He began to live for the Lord and the change was so miraculous that he was the talk of the entire community.  He found, however, that though there was happiness and blessedness in the Christian life that he had not known before, at the same time, because of this consistent stand, he faced hardships that were unknown to him when he lived in sin.

He also discovered that it wasn’t always easy to be honest in his attempt to bear consistent witness for Christ, especially in the midst of the ungodly.  For eight years, it seemed that this man suffered one trial after another.  One day, he was approached by one of his unbelieving customers who said, “I’ve been watching your life since you got religion.  It seems like you have twice as many trials as you had before.  I thought when a person began to follow God, that his troubles were over.”

With a thoughtful but glowing face the blacksmith replied, “Do you see this piece of steel?  It needs to be tempered.  In order to do this, I heat it red hot and then I cool it with water.  If I find that it will take the temper, I heat it again, and then hammer it, and bend it, and shape it so that it will be suitable.  Often I find the steel too brittle and it cannot be used.  If this happens, I throw it on the scrap heap.  Those scraps are not worth very much.  But this piece of steel that has been tempered is valuable.  You see,” he continued, “God saves us for something more than to have a good time.  We have the good time all right.  But more than this, God wants us for service, to be useable, just like I want this piece of steel so I can use it on the job.  God has to temper the believer so he will be useable and effective.  He does this by testing and trials.  But as he sends these, he not only sends the trial, but the strength to bear the trial.”  He then paused, and after a few seconds he said, “Since I have learned this in my Christian life I say to the Lord many times, test me in any way that you choose, Lord, but don’t throw me on the scrap heap.” 

Have you ever been on the scrap heap?  Maybe you are there now.  When a person is on the scrap heap he complains about his trials.  Sometimes he even blames God.  He pities himself and asks, “Why must I suffer so?”  Of course, in this state he is a poor testimony and is of little benefit to others, thinking only of himself.  To look within while never looking out at the needs of others is a sure way to shrivel up and loose one’s victory in the Christian life.  Just keep pitying yourself.  Don’t only think about yourself, but tell others how bad off you are.  Actually, what you are telling them is that your God is not sufficient.  He is a puny little God who is far off somewhere, looking in another direction.  He doesn’t hear you, and He doesn’t answer your prayers.  If this even suggests the way you are, you are sick, friend - spiritually sick.  You need help right now.  Please realize that God hasn’t forgotten you.  He sees you.  In fact, if you are a follower of Jesus Christ, you have His unchangeable promise, Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.
Christ is with you.  He has been with you and will continue to be with you.  He is mindful of your problem.

Do you realize that the difficulty you are facing at this moment has been allowed by God so that you might become more useable for Him?  That’s right.  God is very frugal, you see.  He doesn’t waste anything, not even sorrow or affliction.  Trials for God’s chosen ones are meted out very carefully according to His divine scales.

There is really no need for you to pity yourself.  There is, however, a need to turn the page in your life from complaining to praising.  You reply, “What have I got to praise about?”  You have everything in the world for which to praise God.  Most of all, you have that which millions who have gone to hell will never have.  You have eternal life.  And when these few years of pain and hardship in this troublesome world are done, you will go to your eternal dwelling place with Jesus Christ our Lord.  What do you have to praise about?  My brother in Christ, my sister in Christ, you have everything to praise about.

Where did we get the idea that because one is a Christian he should escape sorrow and affliction?  Our Lord made a statement in John 16:33 that all of us would do well to think about.  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.  And then He added, In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.  Two places are spoken of here – in the world and in Him.  To be in the world is to fail to trust the Lord.  It is to attempt to face things and do them in human strength.  To be in Him, on the other hand, is to believe the Word of God, to walk by faith, to have confidence in the Lord, knowing that in His own time and in His own way He will undertake

 How thankful we can be that Christ has overcome the world.  He died on the cross and arose from the grave to prove that He is the eternal Savior who has all power and can do all things.  There is no reason for us to suffer defeat.  We can live in Him and enjoy a life of dependence that refuses to give in to self-pity.  Trials?  Yes, we shall continue to have them, living in a world that is full of trials.  We cannot escape trials until we die and go to heaven.  But as long as we are in this world, we can live in Christ in a life of complete surrender that refuses to suffer defeat, even when buffeted by the enemy.  We need to realize that trials in the Christian life are to be expected.

Paul wrote in Philippians 1:29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake.  We prefer sunshine without rain.  But we need the rain.  Without rain, all of life would become extinct.  Trials are essential in the Christian life.  The Apostle realized this when He wrote That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death (Philippians 3:10).  The fellowship of His suffering.  Did Christ suffer?  Of course He did.

Paul expected no less when He declared I want to know the fellowship of His sufferings, he was admitting that suffering in the believers life was profitable.  Thus, He wanted to suffer like Christ so He could become more useable and effective for Christ.  Paul had a hold on God that most of us need.  There are too many weak saints who think of the Christian life as simply a good time with no responsibility. 

May I suggest that you say, as did the prophet in Isaiah 12:2 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song; He also is become my salvation.  Trust, and don’t be afraid.  God will take care of you.

Now, you may not know Him personally.  Do you realize that many people in the world talk about God, but they have never met Him?  They have knowledge about God but they don’t have a personal relationship with God.  How does one enter into a personal relationship with God the Father?  There is only one way, and that is through Jesus Christ His Son. 

Will you bow your head and say, “Lord, I know I am a sinner but I realize that Christ died for my sins, and, right now, I receive Him as my sin bearer, my Savior, and Lord.  I hope you will.
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