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Has someone offended you and been unkind?  What is your attitude toward Him?  Do you have resentment in your heart while hoping to even the score someday?  If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, how should you react toward this person?

Many Christians are miserable because of their unforgiving spirit.  God says in Colossians 3:13 If any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  Did you notice the intimate connection between human and divine forgiveness in this verse?  The believer in Christ is assured that human forgiveness is a moral necessity because of divine forgiveness.  Without any reservation whatsoever, Jesus Christ forgave us.  Consequently, we are obligated under all circumstances to forgive others.

God’s forgiveness is a fact.  It matters not who the person may be, or what he has done.  Christ’s sacrifice on the cross made divine forgiveness possible.  The truth of Isaiah 55:7 is available for all.  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.  Whoever the person is, God will forgive all his past entirely, if only he will call on Jesus Christ for salvation.

There is a familiar story told of a young man who lived on a farm.  Tired of life on the farm, he sought the glamour of the city.  It was not long, however, before he got in with the wrong crowd, and after some months he discovered that the life he was living was not all glamour.

Like the Prodigal, he reached the depths of iniquity and realized that life on the farm was not so bad after all.  He managed to scrape enough money together to buy a train ticket to go home.  Fearing he would not be accepted by his folks, he wrote a little note and informed them that he was sorry for the kind of life he had been living and wanted to begin all over, if only they would give him another chance.  He told them he would be coming the next day, and if they would forgive him, to let him know by hanging a sheet on the clothesline.  When the train passed the old farm, not only was one sheet hanging on the line, but every sheet his parents owned was there.

Now, indeed, this was abundant forgiveness.  This is the way God forgives.  If you are unsaved, if you turn to Him at this very moment, telling Him that you are sorry for your sins, He will receive you just like you are.  He will forgive you completely and save you for all eternity.  At the same time, Christ will enter your life to give you strength to enable you to follow Him and do His will.

After one receives Christ and experiences His forgiveness, He is expected to forgive others.  In Ephesians 1:7 we are told that in Christ we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.  Through Christ, we are forgiven completely for all sin.  But no believer can be a happy Christian as long as he harbors resentment or bitterness in his heart toward another.

Suppose someone is unkind to us.  Does that mean that we should not forgive him?  Not according to God’s Word.  Regardless of what that person has done, those of us who are in Jesus Christ are obligated to forgive.  This is God’s way, and it should be our way too.  Any other way is unworthy of those who have been forgiven at such a tremendous cost – the death of Jesus Christ on the cross.  That is the price that was paid for our forgiveness.  We who have been redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ have no right to harbor grudges towards other people.  God is willing and desirous of giving grace to forgive, if only we will claim it by faith.

A man out on the mission field had been converted from a life of sin and drunkenness.  Following his conversion, he settled down to hard work and became a successful farmer.  One day, some wicked men stole much of his harvest and at the same time cut off his fingers with an ax.  After he recovered, some of his fellow villagers gathered subscriptions to help him prosecute the thieves, for he knew who they were.  When his friends brought the money to him, he was greatly surprised.  And after thinking a few minutes he said, “I appreciate this.  But when I became a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, I promised to follow in His footsteps.  He was crucified.  The nails were driven through His hands and feet.  The crown of thorns was placed on His head.  But He never said, “Oh God, punish my enemies.”  Instead He prayed, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. 

As Christ forgave his enemies and prayed for them, so must I pray for my enemies and forgive them, for they have done this in the ignorance and blindness of their hearts.  When this man’s enemies heard about this, they were so touched that they came to beg forgiveness, and offered to work in his fields in an attempt to pay off their debt.  Even more wonderful, their hearts were opened to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  They were willing to listen because of the forgiving spirit of this Christian brother.

When you and I show the spirit of Christ in forgiving love, it will cause those who have wronged us to think and be ashamed of their conduct.

Friend, as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  And may I also say, if you have never received Christ as your Savior and Lord, now is the time to do so.  He will forgive you of all your sins if you will receive Him into your life.  When He died on the cross, He died for every sin you have ever committed in the past: the sins you committed today and will commit, the sins you will commit tomorrow, and the next day, and every day thereafter, until you close your eyes for the last time.  Christ died for your sins.  And when you turn to Him in humble repentance with a willing to forsake sin and follow Him, He will blot out the past and make you a new creation in Him.  Trust Him right now, if you never have.
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