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The use we make of our money often determines the depth of our relationship with God.  If our possessions possess us, it is obvious that we don’t have much of a hold on spiritual values which far and exceed the material.

It has been said that we make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.  If this is true, there are many people in the world who know little or nothing about making a life, for as far as they are concerned, “their God is get and their creed is greed.”  It ought to be different for those who have come to know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  When one receives Christ, he is no longer his own; he belongs to the Lord, lock, stock, and barrel.  His money belongs to God, every penny of it.  His time belongs to God, every minute of it.  And his body belongs to God, every pound of it.  Everything he is and has is God’s.

There is much misunderstanding among believers on the subject of giving because some of our churches have confused them.  We have been taught that tithing is God’s plan for giving – that is a tenth of our income belongs to God.  Few there are who actually understand what the Old Testament teaches concerning the tithe.  Under the law, the Old Testament saints were required to give not only one tenth, but much more.  First of all, there was the tithe of their produce, as well as their flocks and cattle.  This tithe was given to the Levites and they in turn paid one tenth of it to the high priest.  Then there was another tithe of field produce alone, used to celebrate the sacred feast each first and second year at Shiloh or Jerusalem, and every third year at home with the Feast of the Levites, the strangers, the fatherless, and the widows.  In addition, there was a third tithe to be received for the poor.  Whatever the Israelite gave beyond these tithes was considered a freewill offering.  Tithing, as set forth in the Old Testament was commanded by the law.

The New Testament plan of giving is altogether different.  There are no commands or requirements relative to the tithe.  In fact, God’s standard for the Christian is clearly stated in 1 Corinthians 16:2.  Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  Systematically, the believer is to take a substantial amount from his paycheck, based on God’s abundant provision, and use it in the best possible way to glorify Christ.  If the Israelites brought two or three tithes plus a freewill offering to God under the law, the New Testament saint, under grace, should do far more.  Because we are not required to give to God does not suggest that we should do less than what was required in the Old Testament; just the opposite.  As we realize the manifestation of God’s grace in every area of our lives, we should give not grudgingly, or of necessity, but with gratitude and thankfulness we should give cheerfully.

Any believer who honors the Lord with generosity will be blessed by the Lord.  The scriptural principle is both true and practical as found in 2 Corinthians 9:6.  He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  It is quite obvious that many Christians have financial, spiritual, emotional, and even physical problems, simply because they are not fulfilling the New Testament principle of generous giving.

For many years, my wife and I have used between thirty and fifty percent of our salary for the Lord’s work.  Hundreds and hundreds of times, God has provided for us in amazing and miraculous ways.  We can say with God’s servant of old as found in 1 Kings 8:56 There hath not failed one word of all His good promise.  Never has God failed us in any way.  He will never fail any believer who honors Him in giving.

Doubtless, you have read the remarkable testimony of R.G. LeTourneau.  Mr. LeTourneau was a Christian who invented and manufactured heavy earth-moving machinery.  In the earlier years of his business career, he often experienced failure.  One year, however, he made a profit of $35,000 dollars.  Filled with pride, he withheld the payment of his $5000 annual pledge to his church in order to reinvest the $5000 in his business, feeling that he could give the Lord an even greater share the next year when he received an anticipated net profit of $100,000.  Though this plan appeared to have sound business principles, it lacked in spiritual emphasis.  Within a year, LeTourneau’s anticipated $100,000 profit became an actual $100,000 loss, and the disappointed Christian was brought to his knees.  In the face of this huge debt, the repentant LeTourneau pledged not only $5000 to his church for the year he withheld it, but $5000 for the next year.  At the same time, he promised God he would no longer live for himself but that he would consider his business to be God’s.

From that time on, things changed, and within four years, Mr. LeTourneau and his wife founded The LeTourneau Foundation, comprised of ninety percent of the stock of the R.G. LeTourneau Corporation, the earnings from which were used to finance evangelical outreaches all over the world.  R.G. LeTourneau was heard to have said many times, “It is not how much money I give to God, but how much of God’s money I keep for myself.”

The Lord Jesus Christ says to every believer, Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also (Matthew 6:19-21).

Giving to God is a spiritual matter.  If you were to permit your pastor to look through your checkbook and examine the stubs, I think he could easily determine the depth of your spirituality.  For it is true, as Jesus said, where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Believer in Christ, the bridegroom is coming.  Will you show Him your profitable investments listed in your bank statements, your beautiful home, your attractive furniture, your colorful clothes, and your speedy sports car?  Or will you able to point to souls who have come to know Christ because you invested in their salvation.  God is not interested in what you have, but in what you are doing with what you have.  If you are a Christian, it is possible that your greatest need, even before you give your money to God, is to give yourself to Him.

In 2 Corinthians 8:5 we read that they first gave their own selves to the Lord.  After one gives himself to the Lord completely, there will be no problem about his money.  I urge you to yield all to Jesus Christ, and then reap the blessing.

Now, if you are not really a child of God, having never received Christ as your Savior and Lord, do not give God anything until you receive His gift of everlasting life through His Son Jesus Christ.  And then, out of gratitude, sacrifice for Christ who gave His all for you.
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