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Some questions every churchgoer ought to consider are, “What am I hearing from the pulpit?  Is it helpful to me?  Am I better prepared to face life because of it?  Are people getting saved and following Christ because of what they hear?  Now, if you must answer “No” to the last three questions, maybe you should consider looking for another church.

God has given us a great message to preach, but some preachers are not preaching this message.  Paul declared in Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  The Gospel of Christ is the message God wants proclaimed.  It is the transforming message that can change the lives of men and women of all ages.  

Doubtless, you are familiar with the fact that there are some ministers who are preaching a Social Gospel which seeks to change peoples lives from without, rather than from within.  The roots of this kind of preaching go back many years.  It has a philosophical, a pseudo-scientific, and a religious background. 

In philosophy, it reaches back to Jean Rousseau, the French rebel and dreamer who lived an unspeakably immoral life.  Rousseau taught the doctrine of the perfection of the natural man.  “If it is natural, it is good,” he said.  To Rousseau, the nature of man was inherently good.  He said, “Let man be himself, and he will be perfect.”

In pseudo-science, the Social Gospel goes back to Charles Darwin with his theory of evolution.  Darwin changed the intellectual outlook of the modern world.  From him developed the school of thought which sees in human history nothing but certain and inevitable progress.  Like the expression invented by the pseudo-psychologist Coue, “Every day and in every way we are getting better and better.”  Darwin believed that life has ever evolved upward.  According to him, not only are we evolving physically, but we are progressing socially, nationally, morally, and in every other way.

The Social Gospel is basically humanistic.  Many of the attitudes and doctrines of Karl Marx are to be found in it.  Like him, the Social Gospel followers anticipate finding a new economic order, the source of all the blessings of the human family.  

The Social Gospel also has a religious background.  Its prophets believe that all of us are born Christians, that we grow up into Christianity in the same way that we grow up into citizenship.  Horace Bushnell once said, “The child is to grow up Christian and never know himself as being otherwise.  If the child is never taught that he is a sinner, he will never be one.”  Washington Gladden wrote, “Since human nature is naturally good, all we need to do to build a paradise here on earth is to just to get our environment adjusted and the kingdom will be realized.”

For some years now, the Social Gospel promoters have combined their efforts toward bringing world peace, tolerance among men, and a new social order.  Not only have their efforts failed, but all these ideals are further from realization than when some churchmen stopped the preaching of salvation and shifted to the social emphasis.  Liberalism in our pulpits can be credited with nothing but failure.  It has not brought world peace; it has not brought tolerance between races; and it has failed miserably in ushering in a new social order.

There is a reason.  Liberalism is a departure from the purposes and commission given by our Lord Jesus Christ to His church.  The church was told to proclaim the Gospel of Christ, not the Social Gospel.  When God’s message is preached in Holy Spirit power, there will be outward transformation as well as inward.  True conversion results not only in an inward change but in social changes as well.  But we must keep in mind that Jesus declared Ye must be born again.  Any message other than this is not the message of God.

One need not go very far to witness the futile results of the Social Gospel.  Several years ago, a man listening to the Gospel of Christ over the radio made his decision for the Lord.  He grew in grace and became a faithful witness to Christ.  Before moving to New York, he had been reared in a small town where he knew nothing other than liberal preaching in the church of his youth.  He had been away nine years before returning to the little town back home.  How empty and shallow the preaching was in the light of what he had found in Christ.

While visiting his home church after the many years away, he inquired about some of his youthful companions.  Here is what he found.  One of his companions was serving a sentence for stealing from his company.  His wife killed herself when he was arrested.  Seven others were mixed up in the misappropriation of funds in a bank and had finished shorter or longer terms in the state penitentiary.  A few had gone into other churches of questionable doctrine, while a number of others had turned from the church completely.

What a tragedy it is that there are many churches today with no message.  This is why it is so necessary that the Gospel be proclaimed by means of radio and TV.  Thousands upon thousands of clergymen are not preaching the Gospel.  It is my opinion that a believer in Christ should not stay in the church that is not preaching the Gospel of Christ unless he is able to effectually serve the Lord and be a testimony for Christ in a positive way.  There are many believers who sit and listen to empty, shallow, non-Biblical preaching Sunday after Sunday.  In addition, they support these churches with their time and money.  In other words, they are contributing to a program that is advancing a humanistic message of unbelief, rather than the Gospel.

What would you think of someone who would walk out of a restaurant after enjoying a good meal, and then go across the street to another restaurant and pay his bill?  I meet people like this all the time.  They attend a liberal church in the morning, and then go to a Bible-believing church in the evening and say to the pastor, “I sure needed this tonight.  I didn’t get much in my own church this morning.”  They get their spiritual food in the evening but they pay for it in the morning in a liberal church.

Time is short, dear friends.  We can’t afford to compromise.  We must support and honor the truth of Scripture in every possible way.  God says in 2 Corinthians 6:17 Come out from among them, and be ye separate.  This does not mean that we are to separate ourselves from people.  But is does mean that we are to support those who are teaching the Word of God, and we are not to support those teaching false doctrine and leading men and women astray.

Paul declared in 1 Corinthians 2:4 my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. This is the only kind of preaching that honors and glorifies Jesus Christ.  Let us pray that preachers who are preaching what they learned in liberal seminaries might be brought to a place of full commitment to God.  Let us love them and try to help them, but at the same time let us be concerned about people who need to be reached with the Gospel of Christ, and those who need to be taught.  Let us put the Lord’s money where it belongs that Christ’s Word may be proclaimed throughout the world.

And should you be someone who is in need of Christ, I invite you to turn to him right now and receive Him as your Savior and Lord.  He is ready to receive you, and I hope you are ready to receive Him.
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