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There can be no mistake about it.  Pride is a serious hindrance to the church of Christ.  Because of it, churches have been divided, people have been humiliated, and the work of God has been greatly curtailed.  The problem with pride is that few of us realize that we are guilty.

During the revolutionary war, George Washington rode up to a group of soldiers who were trying to raise a beam to a high position.  The corporal kept shouting words of encouragement, but to no avail.  Washington asked the corporal why he did not join in and help.  He replied quickly.  “Don’t you realize that I am the corporal?”  Washington very politely replied, “I beg your pardon Mr. Corporal, I did not realize it.”  Washington dismounted his horse and went to work with the soldiers until the beam was put into place.  Wiping the perspiration from his face, he said to the corporal, “If you should need help again, call on Washington, your Commander in Chief, and I will come.”  What a rebuke to the corporal’s pride.  You can be sure he never forgot it.

Pride is a horrible evil.  It is extremely delusive.  Few of us notice it in ourselves.  Though we recognize it easily in other people, we are blind to its effects as far as our own lives are concerned.  Though we know more bad things about ourselves than anybody else does, yet no one thinks more highly of ourselves than we do.  God says in Romans 12:3 that we are not to think of ourselves more highly than we ought to think.  Further, in verse 16 He says, Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate.  Be not wise in your own conceits.
A great English preacher once wrote this bit of advice to a rather conceited ministerial contemporary of his.  “Sound the gospel trumpet more and your own trumpet less.”  I am sure you will agree that this is good advice for all of us.  If we were to spend more time talking about Christ, and less time talking about ourselves our own accomplishments, what we say would be far more beneficial.

I don’t think there is any better evidence of living in a low spiritual state than when we are proud.  Pride on the outside denotes spiritual degeneracy on the inside.  The closer a person gets to God, the more humble he usually becomes.  Christ was meek and lowly in heart.  As we get nearer to Him, we too should evidence His meekness and lowliness.

Dr. Louis Talbot was a well-respected Bible teacher of a former generation.  One day, he was walking with his little boy in downtown Chicago, where a great skyscraper was under construction.  Looking up toward the top of the building, they noticed men working.  The child said, “Daddy, what are those little boys doing up there so high?”  “Those are not little boys, son,” said the father, “they are grown men.”  “But why do they look so small?”  “Because, they are so high.”  “Then, Daddy, when they get to heaven there won’t be anything left of them, will there?” 

This little fellow certainly had the right idea.  The nearer we get to Christ, the less there should be of us.  But if we are following Him afar off, it is understandable why we desire to talk about ourselves.  The important issue is not who you are but whose you are.

Paul could say not I, but Christ.  There are no passages of Scripture in all of Paul’s epistles where we read of him talking about himself and his own greatness.  In fact, it is just the opposite.  He declared, I am the chief of sinner.  Furthermore, he said for I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I am

(1 Corinthians 15:9,10).  None of us are worthy to be disciples of Christ.  Consider our past: unkind words, wicked thoughts, hypocrisies, lust, deceit, hatred, and evil of every sort.  Were it not for the grace of God, we should all be in hell.  We have little to boast about.  Actually, as believers, all we have to boast about is Jesus Christ our wonderful Lord.  Apart from Him, we are nothing.

It was John Wesley who said, “When I devoted to God my ease, my time, my future, my life, I did not except my reputation.  Have you turned your reputation over to God?  Do you think you are somebody?  Do you feel so very important?  If you do, you certainly are not useable by the Holy Spirit.

One time a Christian general was seen talking to a poor, elderly woman.  Later, a friend remonstrated with him saying, “You ought to consider your rank.”  The general answered, “What if my Lord had considered His rank?”

How true.  The Lord Jesus ate and drank with publicans and sinners.  He talked with the woman at the well about the water of life.  She was a vile woman, guilty of adultery.  Christ was always reaching out to the lowest individual.  As you and I do the same for His glory, it is in this manner that we are lifted to the highest.

Jesus said in Luke 14:11 whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.  The way up with God is down.  Only as we are willing to humble ourselves in His sight can we ever possibly know the victory He gives in overcoming the subtle, destructive evil of pride.  

In Proverbs 29:23 we read a man’s pride shall bring Him low.  How many of us might have been used by God in a much greater way, but our pride closed the door to abundant usefulness.  There are preachers in pulpits that are not really exalting Christ, but advancing themselves in the eyes of people.  They want to be known as great preachers.  They remind me of those who sought to build the tower of Babel.  What was their motive?  Here it is, recorded in Genesis 11:4.  Let us make us a name.  Regrettably, there are some believers serving the Lord in our churches who are active in the entire program of the church, but it is really for the glory of them and not for the glory of God; simply for the pleasure and satisfaction the get in hearing others commend them.  Let’s be sure our motives are correct.

Are you serving the Lord because you love the Lord?  Are you giving Him all the praise and all the glory for your accomplishments?  Remember, God will not share His glory.  Are you truly His witness?  Letting His light shine does not mean shine your own light.  It means to glorify Christ.

Maybe you are blinded by the self-life because you have never come to Christ.  Get it settled right now.  Turn your life over to Him.  Let Him save you for eternity.
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