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To some degree, the Christian life is like riding a bicycle.  If the rider doesn’t keep moving forward, he will fall.  Recall some of your Christian friends who have fallen by the wayside because they failed to keep moving forward in their Christian experience. 

One of the sorrowful reasons for so little progress in many of our churches is the fact that so few Christians advance beyond the salvation stage.  Failing to grow in grace, they are immature in the faith.  Remaining as spiritual infants, they have overlooked the fact that God wants all of us to be full-grown men and women for Christ.

A pastor tells of his visit to a new couple that moved near his church.  After the three visited awhile, excusing herself, the wife went to another room.  In a little while, she returned with a small baby in her arms.  For the next several minutes, there was pleasure and laughter.  All attention focused on the baby.  Then, with a note of sorrow in her voice, the mother explained that the baby was fourteen years old.  That baby had never walked or talked.  For fourteen years, the mother and father had a little baby in their home.  Their love for this child was as strong as the love you have for your child, in spite of the abnormality.

But doesn’t every parent expect growth in the offspring?  Why, of course.  This is to be expected.

In the same manner, God expects you and me to keep growing in the faith.  We should be serving the Lord and living in a manner that honors and pleases Him.

Not all Christians are doing this.  Consequently, they have no testimony for Christ.  Instead of going forward in their Christian experience, they are drifting backward.  They are saved by the skin of their teeth.  Beyond this, they are of little value.

God says in 2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  After a person gets saved he should keep growing in the Lord.  It is as Vance Havner has said, “The Christian life should not be cut and dry, but green and growing.”  The Lord Jesus declared, I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly (John 10:10).  Many there are who know about life through believing in Christ, but they have never experienced the more abundant life, which results from moving forward with the Lord.

It has been the privilege of my wife and me to transit the Panama Canal several times.  I am always intrigued by this remarkable and skillful piece of human workmanship.  As I have watched one massive door in the locks close and the next one open, I thought to myself, how like the Christian life it is; not remaining in one compartment, but moving on to the next and the next, and continuing this process until we meet Christ face to face.  Each move forward not only brings us closer to the Lord but makes us stronger in Him.  

Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:16 Though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.  The renewing process is a growing process.  As the child of God reads and studies the Scriptures, he will have an earnest desire to share his faith with others.  God’s Word will challenge him and motivate him.  He will become full-grown in Christ.  

It is most regrettable that not all of God’s people are growing.  I am not willing to place all of the blame on them, however, because sometimes our churches fail to help people to grow.  The Word is not taught from the pulpit, and the organizations are not structured in such a way that they will recognize the growth needs of the congregation.  Thus, all in the church, including the pastor, remain as spiritual babies.  Salvation in Christ is the beginning of the Christian experience, but never the end.  There is much more to come that could not possibly be received at one time.  And even though you were gloriously saved and your experience is one you will never forget, remember, you cannot live on that experience the rest of your life.

The writer to the Hebrews says in chapter 6 verse 1, Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection.  What does he have in mind?  The principles refer to the elementary steps of salvation.  He is actually saying, don’t stop there.  That is the beginning point, not the stopping point.  Go on unto perfection, or rather Christian maturity.  Claim all that God has for you as you walk with Him and obey Him.

A piano pupil may get his lesson perfectly the second day after his first lesson.  He may play the little pieces teacher gave him as well as anyone could.  Yet, we could not call the child an accomplished pianist.  He probably has ten or more years before him for self-discipline and training of the most difficult kind before he reaches up to a high enough attainment to be called an accomplished pianist.

The same is true in the Christian life.  God will approve us the second day in our efforts to follow Christ.  But we are only beginning.  We have years of growth before us.  God is concerned about our progress.  There may be times when it may be necessary for Him to help move us along.  Our failure to grow may result in chastening so that we shall know that we are here for a greater reason than living for ourselves.  We are to exalt the Lord in everything.  This we can only do as we keep growing in the Lord.

Far too many Christians are depending on a Sunday morning sermon to take care of their spiritual needs for an entire week.  It is impossible to grow spiritually on a diet like this.  We must spend time reading the Word of God daily, drawing spiritual food from its vast resources that will nourish our souls.

Jesus said in Matthew 4:4 Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  The sacred art of meditation has almost disappeared.  Oftentimes one’s prayer life deteriorates into a “word of prayer” or “a grace before meals” attitude.  We need to take time to pray, sink our teeth into the solid meat of Scripture, so that we shall be strengthened in the faith and prepared to withstand the storms of life.

Have you experienced new life in Christ?  Did you stop at this point or is each day a new day in your Christian experience, so that you are becoming stronger and stronger in the things that really count?

It could be that you have never received the Lord.  The fact that spiritual maturity has never become a reality could mean that you have never been born into the family of God.  If this is true, I urge you to ask Christ to come into your life at this very moment.  Then, be a growing Christian.  Let your life count for the Lord.
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