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Looking at our present world order with all that is going on, God’s people could get awfully discouraged.  There is so much that is displeasing to the Lord and to those who choose to obey Him.

But we don’t stop with our present look.  We see something else dawning on the horizon because of the blessed hope God has given us.

In my estimation, the Second Coming of Jesus Christ is one of the most important themes of the Bible.  It is a subject in which every Christian should be vitally interested and one which every unsaved person would do well to think about.  One reason why the Second Coming is so important is because it is one of the most recorded truths in the Bible.  It is divinely linked to every doctrine taught in the Scriptures and every promise God has given.  There are some people who think this is basically a New Testament teaching.  To be sure, it can be found all through the New Testament.  But I want you to consider its frequency as recorded in the Old Testament.

It is seen, first of all, in the prophecy given after the fall found in Genesis 3:15.  God says, I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.  The seed of the woman was to bruise the head of Satan and, at the same time, Satan was to bruise the heel of woman, this being, of course, Jesus Christ.  The heel of the Son of Man was bruised on the cross.  But, doubtless, you will agree that the head of the wicked one has yet to be bruised.  He was never more proud and arrogant than he is in our day.  He was never more “unbruised” than he is at this moment.  This being the case, when will the serpent’s head be bruised?

The twentieth chapter of the Book of the Revelation tells us that it will take place at the coming of Jesus Christ, when Satan will be bound for a thousand years.

Thus, the first great promise of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ is found in the third chapter of Genesis, immediately after the fall of man.  This is most significant.  The first Adam fell, but God assured all of humanity after this prophecy that when the last Adam, Christ Jesus, returns in power and glory, there will not be a second fall, for he shall fulfill this marvelous prophecy.  The head of the wicked one will be bruised forever.

Now, another Old Testament prophecy concerns Enoch who lived for God in the midst of a godless age.  We read in Genesis 25:4 that Enoch walked with God; and he was not; for God took him.  As Enoch was caught up to meet his Lord, so one of these days the Church of Jesus Christ will be taken away from this earth to meet the Lord when Christ returns for His own.

Then there was Noah, the preacher of righteousness, who in the midst of a generation of adulterers, murderers, false teachers, and atheists proclaimed the truth.  But in addition to his preaching, he did something else.  He built an ark, according to God’s specifications.  And at God’s appointed time he and the few who believed with him entered this great ship, and God shut them in.  After seven days, the heavens were opened and the floodwaters came.  All of civilization outside the ark suffered the judgment of God and were swept to their doom.

  After the flood subsided, Noah and his family came forth from the ark to begin a whole new civilization.  In speaking of this incident many centuries later, the Lord Jesus, while seated on the Mount of Olives declared, But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.  This means, as judgment came upon the world in the days of Noah, so it will come upon the world again.  And as Noah and his family were delivered from the judgment of earth, so the Church of Jesus Christ will be lifted out of the sin and morass of the world in which we live to meet Christ in the air.  As to when this will take place, some say it will be just prior to the seven-year tribulation period, others after the first three and a half years of tribulation, and others say it will take place at the end of the seven years when Christ returns to establish His kingdom.  Of this, all of us are assured.  Christ will return for His church and it behooves every one of us to be ready.

Now, let’s look at a few other incidences of the Second Coming that appear in the Old Testament.  There was the case of Lot who went into Sodom with good intentions.  He tried to reform the people of Sodom but soon compromised and became a part of their wicked ways.  But again, in His grace, God sent angels to snatch Lot out of this wicked city.  The next morning, judgment fell in the form of fire and everything was destroyed.  But Lot was saved.

In the same manner in which Christ spoke of Noah, He also spoke about Lot, saying in Luke 17:28-30.  Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.  Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.  Thus, according to the word given by the Lord Jesus Christ himself, Lot and his experience was a prophecy of the coming of our blessed Lord.

There is another wonderful prophetic picture found in the book of Genesis, as Abraham is seen with a willingness to offer up his son in response to the Lord’s direction.  In response to Abraham’s faith, the Lord provided a substitute and the son was as though he were raised from the dead.  For many chapters in the book of Genesis, we find no mention of this son, until years later.  Abraham sent his servant into a far country to get a bride for the son.  The bride was found and as they returned, the servant spoke frequently of the promised bridegroom.  Along the way, the bridegroom came to meet the bride and she became his wife.  This is a remarkable picture of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

Two thousand years later, God offered up His Son on the same mountain.  For two thousands years, He has been obscured from view in the presence of the Father.  During this time, the Holy Spirit is seeking the bride for the bridegroom.  As men and women believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and they get saved, they become members of the church, that is, Christ’s body, which is portrayed in Scripture as the bride.  Soon, the hour will come when the Holy Spirit will be ready with His bride, and Christ Jesus the bridegroom will come.  And the bride, which is all believers, will meet Him in the air according to the Word of God.  But that will not be the end, for Christ will come, as He said, to the earth with all believers, to rule and reign a thousand years.

If you have read the Old Testament, you will recall that Jacob fled from his brother whom he outwitted, and from his father whom he had deceived.  By nightfall, he was tired and weary, and he fell upon the ground in sleep, using a stone for a pillow.  During the night, he saw in a vision a ladder reaching into heaven.  At the top of the ladder were angels, along with the Lord in all of His glory.  The Lord assured Jacob that he and his posterity would possess the land on which he was lying as an everlasting possession.  This prophecy has not yet been fulfilled.  It will be, however, at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

There are scores of other prophecies of the Second Coming to be found in the Old Testament.  But before I close today, may I say, God is anxious that you know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  If you want to be one of those who will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air when He comes, and if you want to be one who will rule and reign with Him, you need to be saved.  Right now is the time.  In fact, if you want to go to heaven, you need Jesus Christ in your life.  There is not other way into heaven without Christ.  To be saved, you need only ask Christ to come into your life.  He will come in.  Then, daily, let Him live through you; let Him control you.  And you will find satisfaction such as you have never known before.

Will you bow your head right now and say, “Lord Jesus, I want to be saved.  I want to be sure of my salvation, I want to be ready to meet Christ when He comes in the air, I want to be taken unto Him, I want to spend eternity with Him?  God will save you right now, if you will let Him do it.
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