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In my last message we looked into the Old Testament and some of the passages where we find references to the remarkable truth of the return of Jesus Christ to rule and reign on this earth.  We saw that the first mention is in Genesis 3:15.  Further, I spoke of Enoch being taken unto the Lord, and Noah and his family were lifted up from the earth and spared in judgment, which provides another prophecy regarding the return of Christ.  Finally, we considered Lot, Abraham, and Jacob.

Now another prophetic story is built around Joseph’s life.  You will recall how his jealous brothers cat him into the pit of death but, providentially, he was taken out alive and sold into Egypt where, later, he was exalted to be co-ruler with Pharaoh.  When the terrible famine came, Joseph became the provider of grain, the Savior, so to speak, appearing to his brothers the second time.  And with his Gentile bride, establishing his loved ones in the land of Goshen.

How similar this is to what we read in the New Testament about the Lord Jesus being sent by His father in the flesh.  He was despised and rejected of men and thrust into the pit of death.  But He rose again and ascended into heaven, which to us is as a far country.  Following His ascension, Christ was exalted to the throne of His Father.  For two thousand years, humanity has hungered for satisfying bread.  Christ is the living bread, who provided life and hope to all who believe.  The day is coming when Christ will return to redeem His loved ones from the trials and sorrows so common to all of us.  God’s people will be established in the land without fear, suffering, or tragedy, for Jesus will be the King.

Now let’s think too of Moses, who led his people through the Red Sea.  Immediately upon reaching safety on the other side, he sang a song.  And what was the song about?  About the Man of War who would come to subdue all the enemies of God, execute judgment, and establish His throne upon the earth as the King in a reign of righteousness.  Moses told us of the Second Coming of Christ.  And as we turn to the Psalms, we find that there are numerous references to our Lord’s return.  Indeed, David himself, the man of wars is a type of Him who will come to rule on this earth.  

As one reads the book of Job and considers the intense suffering and pain endured by God’s servant, we shudder at his misery.  We cannot help but feel for this servant of the Lord, but in the midst of his suffering he cried out, If a man die, shall he live again?  Through the Holy Spirit, he was able to answer his own question.  In the nineteenth chapter of his book, he said, For I know that my redeemer lives, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.  And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.  Job was speaking of Jesus Christ.  He wrote He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.  Job believed in the Second Coming.

The entire book of the Song of Solomon portrays the bride and the bridegroom.  The bridegroom says, Come away, my beloved.  Come thou Rose of Sharon and thou Lily of the Valley.  Here is the call to the bride to come away from the earth when Christ returns for His bride.

The prophet Isaiah foresaw the day when the glory of the Lord would cover the earth at the return of Christ.  He heard the seraph sing, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  The whole earth is full of His glory.  His prophecy tells frequently of the Lord’s return to bring judgment upon the earth.

Jeremiah tells of Jerusalem being the throne of the Lord when He returns, and all nations being gathered unto Him.

Ezekiel saw our Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, restoring Jerusalem as the capital.  He saw all the nations worshipping Christ.  Indeed, Ezekiel gives us a clear picture of much that will transpire when Christ returns. 

Daniel saw Christ as the stone cut out without hands, that completely crushes every other kingdom when He comes to reign in righteousness.

From the book of Hosea to the book of Malachi, the predominant theme seems to be the return of Christ.

An unusual event is described in the book of Zachariah.  When Christ returns with His saints, He will stand on the Mt. of Olives.  As He does, the Mt. of Olives will split in two.  One half will roll to the south and the other half to the north.  A great valley will be formed, which is called in Scripture the Valley of Jehoshaphat, the Valley of Decision, or the Valley of the Judgment of the Nations.  It cannot be found on any map today, but this valley will become a reality when Christ returns.  What will be the purpose of this valley?  All the armies under the antichrist will rush to the valley to make war with the Lord.  But they will be defeated instantly.  At that time there will be one Lord, and His name One, and everyone will bow and give honor to Him.

In the last book of the Old Testament, the book of Malachi, Christ is seen coming again.  Following the book of Malachi, there were four hundred years of prophetic silence before the books of the New Testament were given.  In the New Testament, the truth of Christ’s return is presented in scores of ways.

In Matthew, our Lord is seen as the bridegroom coming for His bride.  He appears as the King of Glory and the Judge of All Nations.  In Mark, He is the householder who goes into a far country.  But before He leaves, He makes it clear that all who are His servants much be watching and working, for no one knew the hour of His return.  

In Luke, He is seen as the nobleman who went into a far country to get the title deed of His kingdom.  Upon his return, he rewarded his servants for faithfulness.  After that, he executed judgment on all his enemies.

In John’s Gospel, Christ assures His own that He is gone to prepare a place for them.  But the time is coming when He will come back to receive them unto himself.

In the book of Acts, Jesus is seen ascending into heaven, while the angels have a very special message for the disciples who stood by bewildered.  Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?  This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven will so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.  Could anything be clearer than this?  This same Jesus, the angels declared.  We are told that Christ will return to earth as He left, bodily and visibly.

In the book of Romans, Christ is seen coming to bruise Satan under His feet.  In 1 Corinthians He comes to raise the dead.  In 2 Corinthians He comes to give His own a new body – a house from heaven.  In Philippians we are told that our citizenship is in heaven, from whence we look for our Savior to appear, even the Lord Jesus Christ who shall change this body of our mortal humiliation that it may be fashioned like unto His own immortal and glorious body.

In Colossians we are told that when Christ shall appear, who is our life, we shall appear with Him also in glory.  In the Epistles to the Thessalonians, each chapter of these two books closes with some definite word regarding the Second Coming.  In the first epistle, our Lord comes for His church.  In the second He comes with His church.

In 1 Timothy Christ comes as the blessed and only potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords.  In 2 Timothy he comes to judge the quick and the dead and to reward all those who love His appearing.

Before I close, I appeal to those of you who have never trusted in Jesus Christ, to make your decision now.  Certainly you want to be one of God’s children when Christ comes.  You can become a child of God at this moment if you will.  God is ready.  He made complete provision for your sins when He died on the cross and rose again.  There is nothing you can do to earn your salvation.  It is God’s free gift.  And I hope you will receive this gift by faith.
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