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With all the knowledge we have relative to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, I am amazed that many people do not make any preparations for it at all.  In the majority of cases, it is probably because of spiritual ignorance, having never invested the time to see what God says in His Word.

In our study of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, we began with Genesis and have gone through the Bible, pointing out a few of the many references to this great truth of the Scriptures.  We now come to Titus where we get the phrase, the blessed hope.  How many times we have spoken of the Second Coming of the blessed hope of the believer?  In fact, I think we can agree that in the light of our present day situation, this is our only hope.

In the Epistle to the Hebrews, we have another descriptive picture.  We are reminded of the Day of Atonement observed by the Jews when, at the close of this day, a man led a scapegoat into the wilderness.  The people waited for him to come back without the scapegoat as an evidence that their typical redemption was complete and certain for another year.  The Epistle to the Hebrews portrays the Lord Jesus Christ, lifted up on the cross to die so that we might be saved.  God assures us that this was a once and for all sacrifice.  But He also tells us in Hebrews that unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation (Hebrews 9:28).  In other words, he will come back, not to be a sin offering but as a victorious Redeemer, at which time our redemption will be completed and we shall receive bodies like unto His own glorious body.

In the Epistle of James, we find many, many conflicts that will take place in these latter days.  But the Apostle offers comfort and encouragement to the true believer saying, Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh (James 5:8).

In 1 Peter Christ returns to justify the faith of the elect of God.  In 2 Peter we find Him coming to bring in the new heavens and the new earth.  Then, in 1 John we are told that it does not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is (1 John 3:2).  The Apostle continues by saying every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as He is pure.  The blessed hope of Christ’s return is a purifying hope.  One reason there is so much superficiality in so many of our churches these days is a lack of concern for the blessed hope.

In 2 John, the Apostle warns God’s people, informing us that false teachers will abound, denying the incarnation and repudiating the Second Coming of Christ.  But John makes it clear that these are the antichrists, and we who love the true Christ must have nothing to do with them, not even invite them into our homes nor bid them Godspeed.

In the very short Epistle of Jude we read the assuring truth that behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of His saints (Jude 1:14).  

The concluding book of the New Testament, the Revelation of Jesus Christ has as its grand theme the Second Coming of Christ.  This book is the climax to all that is written in God’s Word.  In clear and vivid detail, we are told of all the events that lead up to Christ’s return and those that follow, so that there can be no question about this climatic truth of the Scriptures.  Hear me, dear friends.  Christ is coming.  He is coming to reign and rule as King.  All opposition will be silenced before Him, for He will put down all rule and authority and break to pieces, as a potter’s vessel, the pride of nations and the self-exaltation of man.  Christ is coming to establish peace, not by means of compromise, nor by gentle and persuasive ways, but in His omnipotence He will return as God of all and will subdue His enemies.  The Book of the Revelation closes with our Lord’s final message spoken three times: Behold, I am coming quickly.  There can be no doubt about this great truth of the Scriptures.

We look about us in our present day and become discouraged as we see the enemy in predominance.  But this will not be forever, for from Genesis to Revelation, stamped upon every page of the Bible, is a great fact that will soon be fulfilled – the return of Jesus Christ.  It is an absolute impossibility for anyone to understand the Bible or to believe it without an acceptance of the thrilling truth of the Second Coming of our Lord.

If you were to take the doctrine of Christ’s return from the Bible, you would not have much left, for there is little that is not dependant upon the return of Christ.  There would be no resurrection from the dead, no transfiguration of the living, no Judgment Seat of Christ, no judgment of the living nations, no White Throne Judgment, there would be no rewards for the righteous and no punishment for the wicked, Satan would not be overthrown, sin-cursed creation would not be delivered, and above all, there would be no hope for the future.

Have you ever noticed in the Scriptures; wherever God exhorts believers to wholly living, in practically every reference He ties it into the Second Coming of Christ?   In other words, we are to live in the light of His return.  We are not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together.  We are to be faithful in church attendance.  Why? -  Because Christ is coming.  We are to observe the Lord’s Supper and the breaking of the bread and the drinking of the cup, not only in memory of Him, but as He said, for as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show forth the Lord’s death till He come (1 Corinthians 11:26).

There are scores of other exhortations, such as love for God and love for one another.  Do not judge one another.  Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called.  Let your moderation be known unto me.  Be patient, longsuffering, and forbearing.  Spend time continually in prayer and supplication.  Live blamelessly before others and holy before God.
As pastors, we are to shepherd the sheep over whom God has made us overseers.  We are to feed the flock with the truth of God, not the vain philosophies of men.  We are to restore the wandering, help the weak, and comfort the sorrowing.  We are to give consolation to those who weep for their loved ones who have gone on to be with Christ.  But all of this and much more is spoken of in the Bible in the light of the return of Jesus Christ.  “This do”, God says, “because my beloved Son is coming back again.”

Then, of course, we realize that when Christ returns for His own that we shall appear before Him at the judgment seat of Christ.  Every believer will be judged for his works, his stewardship.  Indeed, the doctrine of the return of Jesus Christ is extremely practical.  All the basic doctrines of the Christian faith, all the promises of hope, comfort, and consolation, every demand that God puts before His people is in some way bound to the fact of the return of Jesus Christ.  How important it is that those of us who have met the Lord live in anticipation of the return of the Lord?  We are not to live for ourselves; time is short.  Christ is coming back again.  We are to live in expectation of His glorious return. 

Soon the trumpet will sound, and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:16,17).
Are you walking with the Lord?  Are you looking for Christ to return?  We must put away all sin and stop living for the flesh in this world.  Of course, if you have never met Jesus Christ, keep in mind that He will not return to be your Savior, He will return to be your Judge.  Thus, it is needful that you turn from sin to the Savior who died on the cross for your sins.  Some day you will see Him.  I hope you will see Him as your Savior and Lord and not as your Judge.  You can only see Him as your Savior and Lord if you believe on Him.  Now is the time to do that.

How does one believe on Him?  Simply invite Him to come into your life.  He promises in His Word that He will come in.  He desires to come in.  But you must let Him.  You must ask Him to come in.  He will not force His way in.  You need Christ.  Without Him, you are lost forever.  Without Him, you will go to an eternal hell.  Do not reject the Savior but receive Him at this very moment, and then look for His return.
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