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There are many things happening in this world of ours that are extremely disturbing to God-fearing and right-living people.  But this won’t always be the case.  All things will change one of these days, when the King of glory returns to this earth to take over the controls.

After Christ was resurrected from the dead and before He ascended into heaven, He commissioned His church.  It was not to convert the world or Christianize it, but to evangelize it.  All believers have been commissioned by Christ to go into all the world and preach the Gospel.  In doing this, we are not building the kingdom of God, nor are we bringing the Kingdom in.  We are building the church –the true body of Jesus Christ that will be caught up into the air to meet Christ when He comes to establish His kingdom.

Some local assemblies have turned aside from the divinely established mission, and rather than preach the Gospel of the grace of God, they are seeking to get people to live better; to be kind to their neighbor, and to do good deeds.  They are overlooking the importance of the New Birth and they are failing in their mission to make disciples of all nations.  By their human efforts, they feel that they can produce a better world, but the facts prove otherwise.  No matter in what direction we may look, things are getting worse and worse as prophesied in the Bible.

The Bible has much to say about the condition of the present day church.  We are told that the church would have a form of godliness while denying the power thereof.  It would not endure sound doctrine.  But in obedience to the itching ears of the flesh, it would heap to itself teachers who would respond to its worldly demands, teachers who in the end would turn people away from the truth and turn them to the fables of men.  Teachers of whom the Apostle Peter warned who would bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them.  Teachers whom Jude foresaw would creep in unawares.

Not if you are familiar with the Bible at all, you know that all things are moving in the direction that the Bible has prophesied.  Jesus made it clear that there would be wars and rumors of wars.  He said also that there would be distress of nations, with perplexity.  Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth, that the people, like the waves of the sea would be restless, uttering their discordant voices in the thunder of protest and bitter discontent, breaking the bonds of old customs, and lashing the times with lawlessness and unprecedented crime.

Paul summed it all up by saying that in the last days there would be perilous times.  People would wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.
The Apostle James makes it clear that as this age draws to a close, capital and labor would stand in bitter revenge against each other – that the accumulated wealth of a special class called the rich would be heaped together that they might be spoiled and that their misery would come upon them.  On one side would be the aggression of the profiteers and on the other the violence of those who refuse to be exploited.  In fact, we are told that the hour will come when the whole world, under religious, political, and devilish inspiration, will rush into a conflict.  And everywhere, the nations of the world will make preparation to gather in a battle against the Lord Jesus Christ and His right to reign.

But when the Lord comes, He will subdue all these forces and establish His kingdom of peace that is spoken of throughout the Scriptures.  The Prince of Peace will come as Isaiah has said.  Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, the everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end.  (Isaiah 9:6,7). 

His government?  When?  Where?  God tells us upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it (Isaiah 9:7).  Years later, the angel said to Mary, Thou shalt call His name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David (Luke 1:31,32).

Christ has not come to His throne yet, but He will come.  At His first coming, He came lowly and riding upon an ass and upon a colt, the foal of an ass.  The whole picture was one of humility and submission.  When He entered the Holy City, instead of the diadem of David, He got a crown of thorns.  Instead of the scepter of Israel, He got the vine stick of a Roman centurion thrust through His rope tied hand.  Instead of a throne, He got a cross.  Instead of a robe of royal purple, He got the winding sheet of the dead.  Instead of a palace, He got a borrowed grave.

But He is coming the second time. - With an olive branch in His hand? - Not at all.  He will come as the avenger of unbelief, as the Son of Man, as the judge of all man.  He will come to overthrow the Devil and the godless.  His coming will be the climax of old and outworn ages and the beginning of the new.  At the present, all of creation is groaning and travailing.  All of creation is crying out for the Son of God to come.  It is crying out from the rivers, from the seas, in the shiver of the earthquake, in the lava tide from the flaming volcano.  It is crying out from the heat of the burning desert, in the tears that wet the cheeks of those that must place their dead in the earth.  Everything in nature, from rock and worm to man is crying out “Come Lord Jesus and build again this broken and ruined earth of thine.”

To be sure, He will hear the cry.  He will come; He will deliver all of His creation.  The desert shall blossom as the rose; the earth shall be renewed – made beautiful – and all creation loosened from its prison will grow into perfection.  For a thousand golden years, Christ shall reign.  Every knee will bow in respect to Him as King of Kings and Lord of Lords; and then the Great White Throne Judgment, when all the wicked dead will be raised to stand before their judge.  They will be judged for their failure to receive Christ as the Son of the living God.  Then as the result of their judgment, they will be cast into eternal hell, never to leave the throes of this eternal torment.  The New Heaven and the New Earth will be established, and we who are in Jesus Christ will live and reign with Him throughout eternity.

“But,” somebody says, “what about those in hell?  This is not fair. Shouldn’t they have another chance?”  My dear friend, if you are one who is on the way to the place God prepared, not for man but for the wicked angels, may I say to you, you doubtless have had hundreds of chances already.  You have spurned the opportunities to come to Jesus Christ.  If you wanted to be saved, you could be saved.  There is someone willing to tell you.  At this very moment, I am telling you that salvation is through the Son of the living God.  The Bible makes it clear that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

But I am sure this will mean very little to some of you, as it has in the past.  Carelessly and indifferently, you will live on, living for self, living for this world, bound by the god of materialism, building up your bank account, and buying more things and gadgets.  God says What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (Mark 8:36,37).  All your wealth, all your assets, all your investments will be meaningless one of these days.  For you brought nothing into this world and it is certain that you will carry nothing out.  It is for this reason that you ought to come to Jesus Christ right now, so when He comes for His church, you will be one of His beloved ones.  And when He comes to this earth with His church to reign, you will come with Him and reign with Him.

If you have never taken Christ into your heart and life, do it right now.  Just bow your head in prayer and say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner and I want to be saved.  Come into my life and live through me.”  And He will enter immediately.
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