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Probably, there are only a few things worse than an unhappy home.  Some of you know what it is like to live in this kind of home.  What is the solution to correct the problem?  Well, certainly, divorce is not the answer.  That usually creates more problems.  In my thinking, there is only one solution that really works.

Without Jesus Christ in the home it is practically impossible to have a happy home.  You can have a beautiful structure, with all the latest by way of furnishings.  But that is not enough.  It is Christ who turns a house into a home.  Let me offer a word of caution right here.  Having a happy home is not merely saying, “I believe in Christ.”  It begins with this decision, but there are other steps that are vitally important.

Happiness will continue only as we permit Christ to live through us in the home.  He must have the preeminence in all of our family relationships.  There must be sincere love for one another.  God says, Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it (Ephesians 5:25).  There must be a humble submission on the parts of husband and wife under all circumstances.  Listen to Ephesians 5:21, Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God or, out of respect to God.  Then, in the 22nd verse we read, Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 

The Bible declares that there should be obedience on the part of children also.  Ephesians 6:1 says Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.  When these three virtues, love, submission, and obedience are practiced in the Christian home, the result can only be happiness.

If the Lord Jesus Christ is to be given His rightful place in the home, time should be taken daily for family worship.  True Christians have their own private quiet time with the Lord each day, reading the Bible and quietly waiting on the Lord in prayer.  But where there are other Christians in the family, it is only natural that they set apart a definite time each day to gather as a family unit and worship God in Bible reading and prayer.  Without family worship, a home is like a watch without a mainspring, like a fountain without water, and like a ship without a rudder.  Family worship makes a difference.  It is difficult to run a home without it.  

A father of two sons and two daughters, when asked why he had family worship, replied, “I feel God has given me a family, and the least I can do it to put God back into it.”

In addition to family worship, parents who claim to be Christians have a tremendous responsibility to rear their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  This is more than providing their physical and material welfare.  Home should be more than a boarding house or lunch counter where children are slept and fed.  We must do all in the Lord’s power and strength to lead them and train them for Jesus Christ.

In the light of this, parents have a twofold responsibility.  They should create an atmosphere of Christian living and reliance upon divine guidance in the home.  Also, there should be regular attendance at Sunday school and church – not only on the part of the children, but the parents as well.  The Sunday school is the teaching and training agency of the church, at least it should be.  The home needs the benefits of this important and valuable help.  One cannot emphasize enough the importance of attending a good, Bible-teaching Sunday school.

Being a parent is not easy in these days, as you well know.  There are many forces seeking to destroy the unity of the home.  More than ever, the responsibility falls heavily upon parents who live close to the Lord so that they can lead their children in the way of righteousness.  Without the Lord’s guidance, we shall fail.  There must be a moment-by-moment dependence on Him.  Only as we are fully committed to His will can we be a forceful and convincing example to our children.  It is not enough to tell children to follow Christ; we must show children how to follow Him.  We can only do this as we allow Christ to reign supreme within us.

A young pastor and his wife worked extremely hard in their first church.  The young wife became tired, nervous, and rundown.  It was then that polio struck.  She spent long, painful months in a large hospital.  The young preacher tried to be a faithful pastor, as well as father and mother to their three small children.  Finally, the sick mother came home.  But she had to stay in bed.  Later, when she could sit in a wheelchair, she determined to do her housework.  She would have her husband stand her at the kitchen sink, gritting her teeth to fight back pain, as she did her dishes.  The last I heard, she was still recovering and walked with a cane.  Everyone who knows this brave saint of God reports that she never allowed self-pity to overwhelm her.  Through implicit confidence and trust in the Lord Jesus, she maintained a zest for living, without complaint or lack of faith.  This kind of living is possible only through Jesus Christ.

A controlled life with Christ is an effective life.  Unless our belief in the Lord Jesus makes us supremely happy in the home, regardless of our circumstances, we shall make little of a worthwhile impression on our children for our Savior.  If we complain and grumble, we shall be poor witnesses to Christ’s all-sufficiency.  Example is the greatest argument a Christian can use to portray the joy of following Christ.  I am sure, as the pastor’s three children watched their mother’s firm and sweet reliance on the Lord throughout her many hours of pain and suffering, they derived more benefits than could have been gleaned from hundreds of sermons.  Example is so important.

Let the Lord search out your heart today.  The Bible says Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it (Proverbs 22:6).  Are you really training your children for the Lord?

I may be that you are one who has never definitely come to the Lord Jesus for salvation.  Will you call on Him right now?  Say, “Jesus, I want to be saved.  I want our home to be different.  Come into my heart, Lord Jesus, and live through me.”  And God will meet you, friend, right where you are.  Let Him work in your life.
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