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All of us have heard the expression, the love of God.  Though this sounds familiar, we sometimes wonder why we don’t see more of it.  There is so much hatred and unkindness.  Maybe we should look into our own lives and check up on ourselves relative to God’s love,

A story appeared on the national network news about a six year old boy who needed a kidney transplant.  One kidney had been removed already, and now the remaining organ was not functioning.  The only donor whose tissue would match was the boy’s twin brother.  At issue, was a pending court decision as to whether the donor brother was old enough to understand what he was doing.  The interview with the boy revealed that not only did he know what his decision meant, but that the decision, with a willingness to sacrifice, was based on the virtue of love.  When asked about the operation, the boy said that he was going to give his brother his right kidney.  Amused, the reporter asked, “Why your right kidney?”  “Because, I am right handed,” the lad replied, “so my right kidney must be the strongest.  And I want to give my brother the very best one.”  How admirable on the part of a boy of six years of age.

When I read this, immediately I thought of the love of God.  He gave His very best for us.  He sent, not one of the prophets nor an angel, but His own beloved Son to die for your sin and mine on the cross.  The love that prompted our Heavenly Father to do this for us is the same love He implants in the heart of every believer who truly claims Christ as His Savior and Lord.  This is made clear in Romans 5:5 where Paul wrote the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
God’s love was never given to be stored away.  We who are Christians are not storage tanks.  We are ambassadors for Jesus Christ.  Consequently, we are to be ambassadors of love.  With this in mind, let’s look at another verse of Scripture found in 1 John 4:11.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.  What, then, is one of the important purposes of the love that has been committed to us through the ministry of the Holy Spirit?  John states it very clearly that we ought also to love one another.
Have you ever noticed the frequency of the usage of this phrase one another in the Bible?  Actually, it appears numerous times.  In John 13:14 we are told to wash one another’s feet; Romans 12:10 – prefer one another; Romans 12:16 – be of the same mind one toward another; Romans 14:13 – do not judge one another; Romans 15:7 – receive one another; Romans 15:14 – admonish one another; 1 Thessalonians 5:11 – edify one another; Galatians 6:2 – bear one another’s burdens; James 5:16 – confess your faults one to another; 1 Peter 4:9 – use hospitality one to another.

This does not exhaust the list.  But it gives us a sampling of the purpose of the love of God in believers.  Quite succinctly, it means that if we are in Christ, we are to treat other people in the same manner in which God treats us.  Christian love that does not show itself in action and attitude is mere hypocrisy.  

It is not enough for a Christian to wear a chain around his neck with a cross, or to have the symbol of a fish on the back end of his car.  It is imperative that he evidence the beautiful ornament of God’s love.  This means that at all times, wherever we are, we must forget ourselves and reach out with a kind word or smile to the man behind the counter, the girl who serves us lunch, our friends and neighbors, in fact, to anyone who comes before us.  We must never be too busy to be of service or a help to other people.  We must not be too preoccupied, too involved, to show forth the love of God.

A Christian was bringing a business associate home for supper.  They had just gotten off the train, having commuted to the suburban town.  The Christian stopped to buy the evening newspaper at the counter in the railroad station.  He thanked the gentleman very kindly, but was not acknowledged.  As the two men left the station, the business associate commented, “He’s quite a sullen fellow, isn’t he?”  “He’s that way every night,” said the Christian.  “Then, why do you continue to be so polite to him?”  “Why not?” said the Christian.  “Why should I let him decide how I am going to act?”

There is a real message here for all of us, isn’t there.  It is all summed up in the word act.  A-C-T.  Some Christians act toward people, but most of us react.  God’s people are to act with love.  But how often we react in the same unkind way people act toward us.

In Galatians 6:1 Paul wrote, Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness.  Here is a clear-cut example of how the believer should act in the time of need.  A Christian brother has backslidden.  The spiritual believer will not react under the circumstances, but act.  If he were to react, he would simply say, “He deserves what he is getting.  He needs to find out the hard way.  He got into this mess, now let him get out the best way he can.”  This is not the Christian approach.  We are to act by going to that brother and doing everything we possibly can to get him reestablished in the faith and restored in fellowship with God.  True Holy Spirit love results in acting, not merely in reacting.

The spiritual believer can always be counted upon as a friend.  Someone has said, “A true friend is one who can see through you and still enjoy the show.”  Not everyone can do that.  Not all believers can do that.  Some become very critical and legalistic.  It is so easy to develop this kind of attitude.  Only as we spend time with the Lord daily in His Word and in prayer, and in an attempt to learn more of His great love can we overcome our fleshly selfishness that tends to look inward to our own needs, rather than outward to the needs of others.

In closing, let me leave two questions with you.  I hope you will give thought to them.  The first one: How can those who have the fullness of love fail to love?  And the second: How can those who have the fullness of life fail to act?  That’s what it is all about, dear friend, for born again people - love in action.
If you have never received Christ, just let me say, you need Him.  I hope you will come to Him right now and experience this great love found in Him, Jesus, who is love.
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