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Have you ever wondered why you are here?  Let me just say that it was not by accident.  In God’s sight, you are a very special person.  And even though you had no choice in the transaction, you are here by divine appointment, to fulfill a divine purpose.

Please join me as we look into the Epistle to the Romans.  Coming to chapter 12, we enter what is known by some as the practical portion of this Epistle.  The first eleven chapters, they say, deal with doctrine.  To be sure, you find practical applications in the first eleven chapters, and you also find doctrine in the remaining chapters of the Epistle.  But primarily, chapters 1-11 have to do with doctrinal truth, while the remaining chapters have to do with the practical application of doctrine.

Paul always based duty upon doctrine.  One reason there is so much liberty being taken in some of our churches these days is for the simple reason that those who attend have not have been grounded in doctrinal truth.

Consider Romans 12:1,2 with me, where Paul says I beseech you.  My, what an astonishing expression to come from God!  To think that He would be so interested in us, even those of us who do not show the same interest in Him.  We have sinned against Him; we have failed Him many times, and yet, He beseeches us.  He begs us to turn to Him.  God appeals to the unsaved in the same manner.  To everyone, everywhere He pleads constantly in the words of Isaiah 1:18.  Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

How wonderful is the love and mercy of Almighty God.  He beseeches us on the grounds of His great love.  He made the first move, you know.  We read in 1 John 4:19, We love Him because He first loved us.  We were lost in the mire of sin, but God lifted us up and set our feet upon the Rock, Christ Jesus – all of this because of His great mercy.

We find in Romans 12:1,2 a strong appeal to believers to commit themselves wholly to the Lord.  God begs us to present our bodies as living sacrifices.  Actually, after one receives Christ, his body and all that he is and all that he has belongs to God.  Many of us have never realized this.  It is for this reason that we live our lives according to our own desires.  Why does God appeal to believers to present their bodies as living sacrifices? - Because the body is the vehicle for the expression of the redeemed soul.  Only as the body is given over to God can one be used of God.  In the Old Testament, God desired that His people kill certain animals and birds for sacrifices.  In the New Testament, He asked for a living sacrifice.  He wants you and me to yield ourselves to Him completely so that He might live through us.

Furthermore, in addition to a living sacrifice, He wants a holy sacrifice on our part.  God says, present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy.  This means that we are to forsake sin to follow Christ completely.  We cannot do this in ourselves, but as we depend upon the Lord to live through us, we can.  He gives us the strength and the power.  As believers, no longer are we to follow in the paths of sin, but in the paths of holiness.

We read in 1 Thessalonians 4:7, For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.  He says further, Without holiness, no man can see the Lord.  The Old Testament sacrifices were to be presented without blemish and without defects of any kind.  Our Lord Jesus Christ who went to the cross was the Lamb without blemish and without spot.  So God desires that the believer lay aside all known sin to follow the Lord in His holiness.

Next, we see that this is to be an acceptable sacrifice.  The Old Testament sacrifices were offered to God as a sweet savor.  This suggests complete submission to God with a willingness to serve Him faithfully.  There is such a thing, you know, as flesh-servers.  But God desires that ours be spiritual- servers.  Some believers are simply men-pleasers in their service; they do it out of selfishness, with a desire to be praised by others.  This is not acceptable service.

Furthermore, if there is known sin in the life, our service is not acceptable to God.  Sometimes, there are those active in the church, trying to cover up some inward sin.  This is not acceptable.  God says, I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
All of this is a reasonable request on the part of God as He appeals to each believer to yield wholly and completely to the Lord.  This is reasonable.  Why? – Because this is actually what Christ did.  He gave everything He had when He died on the cross for our sins.  Thus, it is reasonable for God to ask you and me to do the same.

Looking into verse 2 God says, And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  Here is a further plea.  We see the negative and positive obligations, which are a distinct part of our reasonable service to God.  Paul says we are not to be conformed to this world.

The word, conformity, means to fashion or to mold oneself, to follow in the presence scheme of things as seen in the world.  The world is not the standard for the Christian – Christ is the standard.  God says in 1 John 2:17, And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.  We are not to follow in the course of this world, which will soon pass away.  But we are to seek the will of God for our lives.

In His high priestly prayer, Jesus made it clear that we do not really belong to this world.  We are chosen out of it.  And, of course, He is referring to this world’s system, dominated by Satan.  We are to follow God’s way in everything.  And yet, how many Christians there are trying to hold onto the Lord with one hand and the Devil with the other.  Jesus made it clear that a house divided against itself cannot stand.  Sooner or later, the fall comes.

So much for the negative approach – be not conformed to this world.  Notice the positive: But be ye transformed – literally, transfigured.  Transfigured into what? – The image of Christ.  The world does not provide the believer’s example, Christ does.  Notice Paul says that we are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  Why? – Because the mind is the source of our actions.  In Philippians 2:5 we read, Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.
Furthermore, God says, as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.  It is important that we have clean minds.  If we do, then we shall have holy lives.  We should let Christ work in us so that we shall be transfigured to the extent that we shall think like Christ.  If we do, we shall talk like Him, walk like Him, and work like Him.

Finally, we read And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  Prove here means to give evidence of ones experience.  We are to prove God’s power to ourselves, as well as to God.  Also, we are to prove it to those around us.  How do we prove that we have really come to know the Lord?  We prove it by not following in the way of the world, by not being conformed to this present world system, and by daily being transfigured to the extent that we glorify Christ in all that we think or do.  We are to prove that we are in the faith.

God says, Examine yourselves to see whether you be in the faith.   This means that we are to consider our desires and interests.  What are our real objectives in life?  Do they evidence the fact that we have had a heart experience with Christ?  I hope you have.  If you haven’t, I urge you to turn to Jesus right now.  Tell Him you are sorry for your sins and you want to be saved.  Ask Him to come into your life, and He will come in.
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