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Do you think a person really believes in something or someone he never talks about?  It’s doubtful, isn’t it?  What about people who profess to believe in Christ, yet they never talk about Him.  Are they really saved?  God is the judge, but He says, By their fruits ye shall know them.
In 1 Corinthians 16:13 we read, Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.  Here is an admonition by God to every born again believer to be courageous and bold for Jesus Christ.  Wouldn’t it be a wonderful thing if every one of us who is truly saved would really stand up for the Lord Jesus, grasping every opportunity to share our faith with others?  How often we fail our Lord in the face of a clear-cut opportunity to tell others about Him.

In 1 Timothy 6:12 Paul says Fight the good fight of faith.  Few are fighting the fight of faith today.  They are enjoying all the privileges of being children of God but overlooking the fact that they are to be soldiers in the midst of warfare.  If you are finding it easy to be a Christian, I would suggest that you examine carefully the kind of Christianity you possess.  We read in 1 Peter 2:21, For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps.  Christ suffered for us, not only on the cross but throughout His entire ministry on this earth, His was a life of suffering.  His was not a trouble-free road.  And, if you are following Him, walking in His steps, yours will not be trouble-free either.  But we can only stand for Christ and live for Him as our hearts are yielded to His control.

Listen to the words Moses gave the people of Israel at the time of his soon approaching death.  Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, He it is that doth go with thee; He will not fail thee, nor forsake thee (Deuteronomy 31:6).

Be strong and of good courage.  God is saying the same thing to you and to me today if we are in Jesus Christ.  Stand up in the midst of the crowd.  Keep your testimony pure.  Don’t be ashamed of the Savior.

A businessman invited a devout Christian to a party.  Suspecting there would be drinking and unwholesome talk he said, “I will come, if you will permit me to bring a friend.”  “Yes, sure, bring your friend.  By the way, who is he?” asked the businessman.  “The Lord Jesus Christ,” answered the Christian.  The businessman hesitated a moment and then ventured, “I don’t think your friend would enjoy our party.”

Thank God for Christians who are not afraid to let people know what they believe.  The pitiful thing is that so many who call themselves Christians are afraid to offer a clear-cut witness for their Lord.  They are far more concerned about what people might think about them then they are about what God thinks about them.

Are you timid and shy about taking your stand for the Lord Jesus?  Here is one thing you should do.  Spend more time in prayer, asking God to give you the courage you need.  In Psalm 27:14 He says Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say on the Lord.  God will strengthen your heart, but you must take time to ask Him to do it.  He will give you the courage to be His faithful servant.  Maybe the people of the world will laugh at you if you really live for the Lord and speak for Him.  Let them laugh.  Be sure they can laugh you into hell, but they can’t laugh you out.

God says in Isaiah 51:7 Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings.  We are to fear God, not men.  In Matthew 10:28 we read, And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
It was said of Sir Henry Havelock, the great British general, that he feared men so little because he feared God so much.  That is the secret – full and complete commitment to God and His will.

Fear will be routed out, for you will have only one ambition, to please God, regardless of what others may think or say.  

I knew of a young fellow who came to know the Lord Jesus Christ in a wonderful way.  For many years He had been bound by “churcianity,” not realizing that it is Jesus Christ and not the church that saves.  The one who led him to the Savior said,  “You will suffer antagonism for taking your stand for Christ.”  Well, he did.  Oh, what bitter suffering this young man endured.  He came out and out for the Lord and was not ashamed of the One who saved him.  Occasionally, people would sympathize with him because of the suffering he was enduring.  With joy in his heart, expressed in the joyful countenance of his face, he would exclaim, “The Lord Jesus Christ died for me.  The least I can do is live for Him.”  That should be the spirit of every believer’s witness for Christ.  He died for us; you and I ought to live for Him.

It was the late Peter Marshall who prayed, “Lord, give us clear vision that we may know where to stand and what to stand for because, unless we stand for something, we may fall for anything.”

The reason many of God’s people get mixed up in false teaching is because they do not really stand for Christ.  They drift along with no testimony, with no word for the Lord, failing to grow in grace.  They provide an opportune target for the poison arrows of unbelief and apostasy.

Do you know who is doing a work for God?  Not those who are failing to speak out for the Lord but those who are boldly sharing their faith and courageously standing for Him.  The people who are moving the world are the people who the world cannot move.  They are like Jeremiah who had his feet in a dungeon and his head in heaven, and his hand pointing to God.  We need Jeremiah’s in our day, thousands of them, who will not stop to count the cost but will pay the price for the Lord Jesus Christ.

May I ask what kind of Christian you are?  You say you are a follower of Christ, but are you really.  Do your loved ones and friends know that you belong to Him?  We need to redeem the time.  The days are passing quickly.  Many around us need the Savior.  We must speak out.  Let’s tell people of the only way through Him who said, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me (John 14:6).  Let’s confess our failures to Christ and ask Him for a holy boldness that will enable us to be His faithful servants.

Maybe your need is that you thought you were a Christian but you have not actually been born again.  If this is the case, do something about it right now.  Christ is ready.  Receive Him as your Savior and Lord.
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