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Of the publishing of books, there doesn’t appear to be any end.  Some of them are highly worthwhile, while there are others that are completely worthless.  But of all the books ever published, in my thinking, there is one that excels them all.  It is definitely in a class by itself.  God’s Word, the Bible, is distinctly an inspired compendium of the truth and mercy of Almighty God.

In my last message, I made the statement that the Bible is the Word of God.  I also gave proof of this fact on the basis of the uniformity and accuracy of Scripture.  Looking at the Bible from the prophetic point of view, how can anyone deny the veracity of Scripture?

I talked about the prophecies dealing with the flourishing city of Tyre that were later fulfilled.  Nearby to Tyre was the city of Sidon.  It too had been a flourishing city.  The prophet recorded the Word of God in Ezekiel 28:20-23.  The word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face toward Sidon, and prophesy against it, and say, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against thee, O Sidon…For I will send into her pestilence, and blood into her streets; and the wounded shall be judged in the midst of her by the sword upon her on every side.  Please notice that no doom of extinction is pronounced against Sidon.  If the Bible had stated that Tyre was to live and Sidon to be utterly destroyed and to be built no more, the case might be made against the accuracy of prophecy.  But Sidon was to continue and to suffer.  As late as 1840 she was bombarded by the combined fleets of England, Austria, and Turkey, until blood was in her streets and the wounded fell in the midst of her, with the sword on every side.

There are many more specific prophecies related to cities and countries given in detail in the Bible.  However, if you have doubts, let me suggest that you begin to study the Bible from its prophetic viewpoint and see for yourself.  Many people are down on the Bible because they are not up on the Bible.  If they would take the time to read it, they would soon be convinced that it is God’s Word. 

We should not overlook the fact that the greatest and most important theme of the Bible is Jesus Christ.  From beginning to end, Christ’s name, influence, and work provided the foundation, the superstructure, and the capstone of the Book.  He is the Sun in the system of the Scriptures, around which everything else revolves.

If the Bible is the Word of God, and indeed fulfilled prophecy and other proofs show that it is, then what we read about Jesus Christ must be absolutely true.  The Bible says He walked on the sea, He muzzled the raging storm, He raised the dead, and He forgave sins.  He declared of Himself, I am the Light of the World, the Door, the Good Shepherd, the Resurrection and the Life, the True Vine and the Way, the Truth and the Life.

As Henry Ward Beecher once said, either Jesus Christ was divine or He was insane.  Christ had credentials.  He proved conclusively that He was the Son of God and He still is.  Not only did He convince even His enemies of His deity by His spotless and peerless character, He arose form the dead.  He was seen by numerous witnesses, some of whom handled Him and ate and talked with Him.  The critics declared that these men lied, that actually they did not see Jesus.  The critics might have an argument, had there been some prophet or gain involved for the men of God.  But the records show that these men fearlessly gave up country, friends, liberty, and even life itself to persistently witness that Christ arose from the grave.  Men do not make such sacrifices for a falsehood.  They knew that Christ was more than a human.

The Bible declares of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is the Son of God.  The Bible also says, He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and He that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on Him (John 3:36).  Such truth is not to be considered lightly.  In other words, it all comes down to this.  Since the Bible is the Word of God and presents the Savior who is the Son of God, it behooves all men and women everywhere, who are under the condemnation of God, to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and to be saved.  Christ died for our sins and rose again that whosoever, the Bible says, believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

This leads me to the question Pilot asked, years ago.  What shall I do then with Jesus, which is called Christ?  Maybe this question is your question.  I hope it is.  The answer is found in Matthew 11:28 where we have a generous invitation given by Christ himself.  Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  This is God’s promise to you.  Believe on Him.  He will forgive you of all your sins, and you will be saved for eternity.

Down through the ages, God has been bringing men and women and children to himself through this simple step of faith.  As they humbly repented and turned to Jesus Christ, God unquestionably transformed millions or drunken, licentious, and profane people into sober, virtuous, and honest citizens.  He has brought peace to many a troubled conscience.  He has comforted many a distraught and broken heart.  He has mended broken homes.  Through the Lord Jesus Christ, fears are removed, anxieties are silenced, and hopes are kindled.  What He has done for countless millions, He wants to do for you right now.  

Will you let Him do it?  Will you invite the Lord Jesus Christ into your life and claim Him as your eternal Savior.  God says in His Word, Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved (Acts 2:21).  This is God’s gracious invitation for you.  I hope you will accept it.  At this moment, receive Jesus Christ, God’s Son, into your life.

I find that there are many people trying to earn their own salvation.  They think by what they do, and what they say, and how they live that somehow, someway, they are going to get to heaven.  Don’t depend on this, dear friend.  God says, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5).

Salvation is a miracle of God.  No man can transform His own life.  It would be wonderful if we could, but that’s beyond us.  We can’t change ourselves.  Many of us have tried.  We have said, “I won’t swear anymore,” and yet we did.  We said, “I won’t lust anymore,” and we did.  We said, “I won’t lie anymore,” and we did.  That is why God says, For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast (Ephesians 2:8,9).

And so, I invite you to turn to Him who is able to save.  He is able to save to the uttermost.  Somebody has said, He is able to save out of the gutter; He is able to save to the gutter-most.  No matter how deep in sin a man has gone, He can be saved by Jesus Christ.  I hope you will trust Him right now.
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