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An accused criminal must do more than say he is not guilty.  He needs to prove it.  And for a person to say he is a Christian is not enough.  We need to give adequate proof that a change has taken place and that we are living for God.

Have you ever received a letter from someone and, to your surprise, when you opened the envelope there was nothing inside?  I have heard of this happening.  I don’t think it occurs too frequently, but how disturbing it must be to open an envelope and find no message inside.  And yet, this is the very thing, in a sense, that is happening daily as far as many Christians are concerned.  They profess to be followers of Jesus Christ but their lives offer no message to those who are around them.  They are like the envelope with no context.  They talk, but they do not live.

What about these people?  Are they really saved?  Before we answer this question, let’s read a few Scriptures.  First, James 2:14: What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save him?  And then the seventeenth verse: Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.  In other words, if one has truly trusted in Jesus Christ for salvation, the result should be good works.  That one will permit the Lord Jesus Christ to live through Him.  You see, Christ is perfect; there is no sin in Him.  When He takes over in one’s life, the purity of Christ will be seen.

It is not enough to say, “I am a Christian.”  That statement must be proven.  In James 2:18 the apostle says a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works.  But then James goes on to say show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works.  James had a faith that could be proved.  Actually, this is the only kind of faith that is real.  You cannot possibly separate faith from works if it is faith in the living Christ.

Possibly, you have heard of the original Siamese twins.  The twins were born attached and no surgeon dared to cut them apart.  Wherever they went, and whatever they did had to be done together.  When one of the twins died, the other died within two hours.  The twins were inseparable.

So is faith and works.  You cannot divide faith from works and have faith, nor can you divide faith from works and have works.  The works I am talking about are the ones that will count for eternity.  I am not speaking about the things people do out of kindness and congeniality.  These are well and good as far as they go.  But if one is to do works that honor and glorify God, he must first of all know Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord, and then out of this faith there will come a desire to do those things that will last.

Someone has said that the test of the genuineness of a man’s relationship to Christ is the effect that it has on others.  That is so true, isn’t it?  Wherever they go, believers in Christ are being observed.  We don’t always realize it, but people have their eyes on us to see if our faith results in reality.  Some of our observers are simply looking for an excuse to criticize Christianity.  And, in some cases, they don’t have to look very far.  It is for this reason that those of us who know Jesus are duty bound to control our lives and direct in us such a way that we can be a testimony for Him.  How easy it is for Christians to live for themselves and not consider those around them.

When I was a pastor, I conducted a funeral service for one of the men of our church.  While driving to the cemetery, the funeral director with whom I was riding offered me a cigar.  I thanked him and replied, “I never used them.”  He said, “I had another minister refuse me the other day.   In fact,” he added, “I was surprised because he had always taken one before.  But he told me he had quit smoking.  The reason was that one of the men in his church came to him and said, ‘I discovered that my young son came home from grade school one day with the smell of tobacco on his breath.  I said, Son, you’ve been smoking.’  He said, ‘That’s right.’  ‘Well,’ said the father, ‘I don’t smoke, and your mother doesn’t smoke.  How come you are smoking?’  The boy replied, ‘Dad, our preacher smokes and he is supposed to be our example.’  The father went to his pastor and told him what the boy had said.  The pastor was silent for a few seconds and then replied, ‘If this is the case, I quit right now.’  And he quit smoking.”  

Now, of course, it isn’t only pastors who are examples.  Every believer should be an example for Jesus Christ.  I had a lady tell me one time after I preached a sermon on separating ourselves from the things of the world that do not honor God, “Well,” she said, “that’s all right for you.  You’re a preacher.”

Where in the Bible do we read that preachers are supposed to be different from anyone else?  Are they the only ones who are to walk with God?  To every believer, God says in Leviticus 11:45 Ye shall therefore be holy; for I am holy.  Holiness is not something that should be practiced because of our vocation, but because we are related to the Son of God, Jesus Christ.

Of course, there are a lot of professing Christians who are not really saved.  They think they are because they go to church every Sunday.  But this doesn’t save anyone.  Many of these people have never had a real heart experience with Jesus Christ.  They are nice people in most cases.  But they have never been born again.   To them, the Lord Jesus says in Luke 6:46, why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?  Like faith and works, saying and doing cannot be separated.  If one says he is a Christian, then he ought to show it in his life.  This may be your need.  Maybe you have never really been saved.

Dr. Torrey tells of an experience he had one time.  He was told that a minister’s son was to attend his evening service and, though this boy professed to be a Christian, he did not walk with the Lord.  Dr. Torrey watched for him and selected the young man in the audience whom he thought was the right one.  At the close of the service he went to the door by which the boy would leave.  And as Dr. Torrey shook hands with the different ones that left the church, finally the boy came.  “Good evening,” said Dr. Torrey, I’m glad to see you.  Are you a friend of Jesus Christ?”  “Yes,” answered the boy heartily, “I consider myself a friend of Jesus.”  Said Dr. Torrey, “Remember, Jesus said, Ye are my friends is ye do whatsoever I command you.” There was a pause.  Then the young man replied, “If that’s the condition, then I guess I’m not a friend of Jesus.” 

Let me say to you, this is the condition.  The friends of Jesus are those who do more than talk about Christ, they live Christ.  Thus, I ask you – Are you a friend of Jesus?  Do you know Him as your Savior and Lord?  Have you definitely taken Him into your life?  If you have, has He transformed your life?  This He has promised to do.  The Bible says If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation.  God does something wonderful in the life of the one who receives Christ.

Has this taken place in your life?  If not, let God do a work in your heart at this moment.  He will make all things new.

