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If you are a Christian, let me ask: Is the Christian life what you thought it would be?  Did you expect more?  Maybe there is more that you haven’t experienced.  Maybe we can see what it is.

A Sunday school teacher was attempting to teach the memory verse for the week to her class of children.  It was 1 Timothy 1:15.  She wrote it on the blackboard in this manner: This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that He came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.  One of the little boys in the class, who knew the verse, raised his hand, and when called upon said, “Teacher, you left out Jesus.”  Indeed she had.  The verse should have read Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
I am sure you realize that many people leave Jesus out of their lives – not only the unsaved but those who profess to be His followers.  They worship Him on Sunday, but the rest of the week He is almost a stranger to them.  The reason He is left out is that there is no room in their crowded lives for Him.

In 1 John, the Apostle writes in chapter 2 verse 15, Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  There are many believers whose lives are so cluttered with the things that are in the world that Jesus is left out.  They are occupied by moneymaking, sports, pleasures, and scores of other things, which leave little time for the Lord Jesus.  Their love is exercised in the wrong direction.

Love not the world, John wrote.  For many it seems to be love the world.  It should be kept in mind that the world is dead in trespasses and sins.  Humanly speaking, unsaved people can see nothing but the passing fancies of this life.  When Christians get so involved in the world that Christ is given a place of inferior importance, they are on a dangerous course.

Paul stated in Colossians 1:18, as he spoke about the Lord Jesus that in all things He might have the preeminence.  For the believer, Christ must be supreme in everything.  For example, just a simple illustration: I think we would have to agree that the newspaper is worldly.  What am I saying?  A Christian should not read the newspaper?  Of course not - certainly, he should read the newspaper.  But when he gives more time to the newspaper than he does to the Word of God, Christ does not have the preeminence.  You can fit this illustration to most any are of your life.  Understand now, I am speaking about the believer in Christ, the follower of Christ; whatever he puts before the Lord Jesus is an illusive attraction that will do damage to his spiritual life.

In the Canadian Rockies, one can see trees growing on the edge of steep embankments.  In many cases, half their roots are uncovered.  Some trees have loosened their hold altogether and have plunged down the steep slopes of the embankments.  They have been growing too near the edge.

In a spiritual sense, this is what happens to Christians who mingle with the world, to the extent Christ is left out of their lives.  They have allowed their roots to grow too near to the edges of Christian experience.  We might call them borderline Christians.  The first thing you know, the crash comes and with it miserable defeat and disappointment.

Paul wrote in Colossians 3:1-3, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  Christians are to be separated.

By the use of this word, I do not mean isolated.  They are to be in the world but not of the world.  As I understand separation from the Scriptures, it means separated unto God.  Romans 12:1 emphasizes this.  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.  Thus, though the Christian is in the world in many respects, Jesus Christ should be preeminent in his life.  If He is, he will control his speaking, his actions, to the extent that everyone around him will recognize the fact that he is a man of God, who though being active in the affairs of the world, does not participate in those things that deny Jesus Christ.

Possibly, you reply, I want to live like this but I find it difficult.  Certainly, you do, because there is a living Devil who never ceases in his attempts to destroy your testimony.  He delights to see you defeated and miserable.  He readily grasps every opportunity to point you in the direction of the downward way.  But the Word of God offers assuring hope.  

I read in 1 John 4:4 that greater is He that is in you than He that is in the world.  You have power to overcome Satan and all his temptations as, moment by moment, you yield to the control of Jesus Christ who indwells you.

The reason so many Christians are bogged down by the things that are in the world is that their experience with the Lord is so shallow.  It has been said that the more a man has in his own heart, the less will he require from the outside.  Excessive need for support from without is proof of the bankruptcy of the inner man.

This is why many, many thousands of people all around the world are reaching in every direction possible for kicks.  They need alcohol, drugs, and fleshly stimulation.  Why?  There hearts are so empty that they crave satisfaction.  But when one’s life is committed wholly to Christ, his heart is filled with Christ.  We read in Colossians 2:10 that ye are complete in Him, which is the head of all principality and power.  The yielded Christian discovers this completeness in Jesus Christ and he finds satisfaction in Him.  Even though the world around may be in turmoil, there is peace within.

Please keep in mind; what the world gives it can take away.  But what Christ gives, the world can never take away.  Jesus said in John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let ii be afraid.  When one’s life is turned over to the Lord completely, he is a possessor of the peace that Jesus gives.  The world cannot give this peace, nor can it take it away.  Thus, worldly security can come crashing down like a rock.  I urge you, child of God, to put first things first, that you might enjoy God’s very best.  Don’t sacrifice the Bread of Life for the mere husks that the swine eat.  God has greater things for you.

And if you are one who has never experienced God’s marvelous peace as found in Jesus Christ, I urge you to look up.  Look up to the Son of God and live.  Receive eternal life at this moment from Him who said, I give unto you eternal life and you will never perish.  Simply accept the gift of God by faith and be eternally saved. 
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