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Every once in awhile, I meet someone who is in a hopeless state of affairs.  They have reached the bottom; they are desperate; they have tried everything, but nothing seems to work.  Their loved ones and their friends have turned against them.  It seems like the whole world is against them.  What can they do?

One time, I read of a lone hunter who pushed his way through the thick undergrowth in one of the forests deep in the heart of Germany.  Suddenly, he sighted the object of his search – a large stag deer.  For many hours, the hunter patiently tracked the great animal, while the deer tried in every way to allude and throw the hunter off the trail.  But all failed.  The deer’s swiftness and instinctive cunningness did not outwit the skilled hunter.  The deer finally reached a dead end, before which spread a vast chasm, sixty feet wide and many hundred feet deep.  The deer seemed to weigh the situation.  First, it gave a look backward in the direction from which the hunter was coming, and then forward at the wide, fearful chasm.  Then, suddenly, summoning all of his strength, he leaped, venturing all on a desperate attempt to bridge the great distance and make it to freedom on the other side.  But the hunter saw the deer vanish from sight as it fell to the rocks below.  It’s great strength had not been enough; the gulf had been too wide.

Each new day finds thousands of humans caught in the same trap as the deer.  They have come to a complete dead end in their lives, having followed the path of lust and immorality.  They have been surprised to find that the end of it all is dissatisfaction.  They have had no time for God or His Word.  The still, small voice from within had been silenced.  Many of them have come to the brink of eternity with no greater hope than a fatal plunge off into the vast abyss.

Should I be speaking to someone who has reached this dead end, may I encourage you with a verse from the Bible found in John 6:37 where the Lord Jesus declared All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  Maybe your friends have cast you out, even your own loved ones.  Be assured, God has not cast you out.  His grace is sufficient for every need of life.  He longs to help you.  In fact, for many days and nights, like the hunter pursuing the deer, He has pursued you.  You have been too busy to listen.  Quietly and patiently He has whispered, Come unto me and I will give you rest.  But you listened to other voices and now you are where you are, in a situation, which appears to be hopeless.

Please hear me.  It is not hopeless.  You need flounder no longer because the eternal Christ desires to set your feet upon a solid foundation.  You need not sink in the shifting sand of hopeless despair.  I read in 1 Corinthians 3:11, other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  You need a foundation in life.  Of what value is the superstructure if it is not established on a good foundation?  

One time, two men were admiring the beauty of a building - it’s dome, it’s ornamentation, it’s windows, it’s grand entrance.  They noticed on the cornerstone the name of James Blatchford, builder of foundations.  “You may be sure it is a good building,” said one of them, “if James Blatchford laid the foundation.”

If Jesus Christ is the foundation of your life, you may be certain that you will have strength and firmness as well as force and influence, for you will be established on an eternal foundation that will never be destroyed.  Thus, I urge you to make your decision for Jesus Christ.  You have tasted of the pleasures of this world and all they have to offer, and still your heart is empty.  Let me invite you to give Christ a chance to prove what He can do for you.

Now, I am not talking about church especially.  I am speaking of a person.  You could join a church and miss what I am saying, altogether.  Or, you could look at some of the church members and declare that they are no better than you are.  I would not doubt your judgment for a moment.  Your criticisms could be warranted regarding church members.  But I guarantee you that you will never be able to criticize the church’s Founder.  It is He of whom I am speaking today.  It is Christ who wants to enter your life and transform it.  And transform it He will, if you will let Him.  He will not change you from the outside in, but from the inside out.

In Romans 12:2 we read, And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  You see, the transforming is not anything you can do.  It is what God does in you the moment you receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  It is Christ who crowds out the old life and instills the new into you.  He does not give you a list of rules to follow.  He gives you the strength and power to follow Him.  He removes the desire for evil and supplants it with a concern for holiness.

You may not understand all of this.  Few people do, until they experience the great salvation Christ has provided.  It is kind of like a blind man who has been told of the beauty of nature.  He cannot comprehend it all in his state of perpetual darkness.  But something happens – a miracle is performed – and he receives his sight.  Then it is no problem for him to understand that all he was told is true.

A person blind in his sins cannot conceive of the beauty of God and walking with Him.  But when Christ performs the miracle producing salvation and new life, that which was once confusing suddenly becomes understandable.

This experience could be yours if your were to respond to the invitation of God.  I am not asking you to join anything, or to buy anything, but simply to receive the gift of God, which is eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  When He died on the cross, He did not die for His own sins, for He had none.  He died for yours, and paid the price you could never pay.  His blood was shed; His life was snatched from Him by wicked and cruel men - but not for long.  He rose from the dead, to prove himself to be the eternal Christ.  And at this moment, even though you may have wandered far from God, you may become His by simply saying, “Lord, I believe.  I know that you died for me, and I receive you as my Savior and Lord.” 
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