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Are there some sins God hates more than others?  I don’t think so.  God hates all sin, and because of His perfect nature, He cannot in any way be a friend to sin.  He is, however, a friend to sinners and is always ready to help if they want help.

We are living in a time when many people think the biggest is the best.  That which is little appears to be worthless.  Thus, on every hand, we see people striving to build the biggest business, or the biggest building, or the biggest church.  A careful study of the Word of God reveals that the Lord is also vitally concerned about little things.  For example, in Song of Solomon 2:15 He speaks of the little foxes that spoil the vines.  In Galatians 5:9 He says a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.  In Zachariah 4:10 He asked who hath despised the day of small things? 

In other passages, He refers to a grain of mustard seed, and a widow’s mite.  God is mindful of little things as well as big things, especially little sins, realizing that often they lead to bigger ones.  Satan, the world’s worst deceiver, has deluded millions of people by whispering, “It’s only a little thing, it won’t matter, go ahead.”  Myriads of people have been deceived by this lie.  They listened to Satan’s deceptive lie and ventured into a stream that appeared shallow, but soon swept them off their feet by its depth.  If you are a child of God, it would be far better to suffer the raging fires of persecution than to yield to sin, even so-called little sin.

Recall the three Hebrew boys.  They were required to bow and pay homage to the golden image erected by Nebuchadnezzar.  A bend of the knee, and all would have been well.  But not for the three Hebrew boys who had learned to put God first in everything.  They preferred to burn for God rather than to turn from God.  They were willing to suffer, but they were not willing to sin.

Perhaps, to some it would seem that these young men made a great mistake.  After all, bowing to an idol seemed like such a minor matter.  Even though they might have bent the knee, no one could have seen the heart.  Could they not have worshiped God inwardly?  No, not these gallant heroes of the faith.  They realized what few present-day believers understand – that a small thing is a serious thing in the eyes of God.  And so, choosing to suffer the consequences, they were thrust into the burning fiery furnace.  God rewarded their faithfulness and honored their fidelity, as He always does.  They were miraculously preserved in spite of the flames.

One of the prevailing weaknesses in the Body of Christ is that too few of us possess the perseverance and determination evidenced by these three Hebrew boys.  Often, we are careless about our thoughts, our speech, and our lives in general.  In addition, little is said in our pulpits by way of naming specific sins.  Most preachers speak in generalities.  How different this is from the preaching of several generations ago when sin was named and its consequences were revealed.  The hearers were made aware of the awfulness of sin, while today it is glossed over, and by many considered a mistake.

Who would not agree that one of the foremost reasons for the present breakdown of morals in our society is the result of the soft-pedaling of sin in our pulpits?  Two subjects that are rarely ever mentioned in the majority of churches today are sin and repentance.  The results of this failure are readily seen in the corruption, permissiveness, crime, and violence, which are reaching uncontrolled proportions in our rapidly degenerating civilization.

This is all the more reason why we who know Jesus Christ must be unusually watchful of little sins.  It is imperative that we guard our thoughts carefully for, if they are not controlled, they will emerge into desires, desires will provoke a look, and a look a touch, and a touch a deed.  Often the deed becomes a habit, and the habit will persist until we are swallowed up by it, and the result is a hopeless derelict.

“But,” you remonstrate, “I am a child of God.  The Lord will not let this happen to me.”  Keep in mind that you have a free will which is God given.  You may choose God’s way, or the way of the flesh.  The Lord will give you persevering grace to enable you to overcome any temptation, but you must allow Christ to work in your life while depending on Him completely.  Only He can give you victory.  You cannot depend upon your weak flesh at any time.  You are not strong enough in yourself.  Satan is far stronger than you are.  But God is over all.  This is why it is essential that we live a life of moment-by-moment reliance on the Lord.

It could be that you are a child of God who has fallen into sin.  Be assured, dear friend that God loves you still.  If you were to confess to Him with sincere repentance, He would forgive you all sin, every sin you ever committed.  Isaiah 55:7 assures us of this.  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him.  Did you hear it?  He will have mercy upon him.
If you are one who has never received Jesus Christ into your life, believe on Him right now.  He is the only one who can keep you from defeat.  He died on the cross for your sins.  He shed His blood to cleanse you from all sin and give you everlasting life.  Trust Him as your Redeemer and Lord.  Just simply pray, “Lord Jesus, I want to be saved.  I know you died for me.  I am sorry for my sins, and right now I trust you as my Savior and Lord.  He will hear you and He will work in your life, regardless of how far down in sin you have gone, Christ can lift you up.

“But,” you say, “If I were to pray a prayer like that, yes, doubtless, God could save me.  But I would go right out and do the same old things I have always done.”  No, you won’t.  You won’t do those things anymore friend.  If you really come to Christ and surrender your heart and life to Him, He will change you.  He will give you new desires.  And those desires will be fulfilled in worshipping Him.  You will desire, above all else in life, to follow Him and do His will and be a testimony for Him.  Oh yes, you will be tempted on occasion, but you will have strength on the inside that you have never had before.  When temptation came, you yielded without any problem.  Nothing held you back.  But when Christ is your Lord, He will hold you back, and He will put within your heart that earnest desire to follow Him and not follow the paths of sin.  

God can change your life, if only you will let Him.  Right now, bow your head and make your decision.  The Bible says that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth. – That’s to go to the Lord and simply say, “Lord, I am sorry for my sins.”  That’s what it is to confess.  Just say, “God, I’ve come to the end of the line.”  And then trust Him, as you believe on Jesus Christ to change your life, which He will do immediately.  I hope you will have this experience right now.
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