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Are things going hard for you?  You can’t understand why?  Have you really thought on it?  There may be something you have overlooked.

One of the marks of the moral degeneracy so evident before our eyes is that of dishonesty.  Many centuries ago, God declared in His moral law given at Sinai, Thou shalt not steal.  Little regard is given to this commandment in our day.  Students think nothing of cheating on examinations.  Employees give practically no regard to stealing time and commodities from employers.  Many business concerns that for years have appeared to be reputable, are now fleecing their customers.  We may be sure of this, however.  He who disregards the laws of God must ultimately pay a severe price.  In Galatians 6:7,8 God declares, Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  Sowing to the flesh, oftentimes, is evidenced in stealing from one’s neighbor.  The Bible declares this to be a mockery of God.  Furthermore, we are told that those who practice this evil will reap what they sow.  This means misery.  

You have heard the familiar phrase, “It pays to be honest.”  Truly it does.  It has many rewards.  But one of them is a good conscience.  A person is able to live with himself and I tell you, that’s something.  

Paul declared in Acts 24:16 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.  It is a wonderful thing to be able to look your neighbor in the eye with a clear conscience, knowing that you have been honest in every respect.  

One time, a lawyer shouted to his opposing counsel, “You have to meet the truth in this matter.”  “I never have to meet the truth,” replied the other.  The truth and I always travel in the same direction.  How worthwhile it is to travel in the same direction with truth.

A survey conducted at one of the top ranking high schools in a metropolitan area revealed that ninety- one percent of the people in the three upper grades either had cheated or are cheating.  Ninety-one percent!  And it also revealed that fifty-one percent thought no worse of other students who cheat, and that twenty-six percent would vote for a candidate for an important school office, even if he were a habitual cheat.

How tragic that our society has degenerated to such a low level that many think cheating is a worthwhile practice.  But listen, God has something to say to Christians on this subject.  In 2 Corinthians 8:21 the Apostle Paul, through the leading of the Holy Spirit, wrote, Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.  Under no circumstances should a believer in Christ ever stoop to the low level of deceiving another.  He is duty-bound to a life of integrity and practical honesty.

The believer in Christ should realize that he does not work only for an employer, but for the Lord Jesus Christ.  His life should be committed to the Lord each morning and, perhaps, several times during the day.  How it would relieve the drudgery of manual occupation if workers were to feel that their work was an inspiration, that the thought of it and the power to do it were a light from God, and that they were doing it for God.  Would this not lead many of us to give up our thoughtless ways and to render in every day life a truer, more honest service to the Lord Jesus Christ?

So many people, and even Christians, take the attitude that the world owes them a living and they are here to collect it.  Listen, the world doesn’t owe us things.  But you and I who are in Christ owe everyone around us everything.  And all we do must be done in a manner that will please God.  It is possible to deceive others and get away with it.  But I tell you, it is never possible to deceive God and get away with it.

In Hebrews 4 we read, Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.  God sees every act of deceit and dishonesty.  We cannot hide from Him.  How many people are miserable because of their dishonesty?  It is always encouraging to see someone stand up and take a stand in the face of temptation, even though it may cost them prestige or greater opportunity.

I heard one time of a young man who had recently made a decision to follow Christ.  He was tempted by a friend to cheat.  When he refused, his tempter asked, “Why?”  “Because, three will know I have cheated,” was the reply.  “You will know, I will know, and heaven will know.”  How true.

I believe there are many people in the world who are suffering physical and mental problems, simply because they have been so busy trying to cover up their dishonesty.  Whatever you do, make sure you can look into the face of God above with a clear conscience, because, as I said before, whatever you do, God sees it.

One time, a farmer went out to steal corn from his neighbor’s field.  He took his little boy with him to keep a lookout, so as to give warning if anyone came along.  Before commencing, the farmer looked all around, first one way, and then the other.  Not seeing anyone, he was just about to fill the bag when his little boy said, “Daddy, there is one way you haven’t looked yet.”  The father supposed someone was coming and asked his son which way he meant.  He answered, “You forgot to look up.”  The father, conscience stricken, took his boy by the hand and hurried home without the corn.

Realize, if you never have before, calculations that leave out Jesus Christ and His power are never accurate.  It may be that you have been guilty of stealing.  If you have, I know it has been hard to live with yourself.  If it has not already, it will be one of these days.  Take my word for it.  Since this is true, what should you do?

First, get right with God.  If you are not a Christian, take Jesus Christ into your life.  Then get right with those you have offended.  It would do something for you to go to them and tell them what you have done, and then make it right.  You will never be sorry for this.  Ask God for the grace to do it.  Then, daily, look to Christ, that He might give you the strength to withstand temptation.  God will give you the strength to overcome all temptation, if only you will let Him so it.  

And, I say again, if you have never received the Lord Jesus Christ into your life, this is step number one.  And I urge you to make your decision for Him.  The other things will come easier if you have the Lord within to help you.  And He wants to help you.  Open your heart to Him and say, “Jesus, I have sinned.  I confess my sin to you.  I know you died for my sin and right now I receive you as my Savior and Lord.”  Christ will enter your life.  He will give you a new heart.  There will be a change, and you will have the joy of the Lord within. Do it, friend.
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