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If you are a Christian, on a scale of 1-10, how interested would you say you are in reaching the lost for Christ?  Do you have a consuming passion to proclaim the Gospel in every possible way?  Jesus did.

Have you ever noticed how many times in the New Testament Christ evidenced an inner compulsion that motivated Him?  His repeated usage of the little word must makes this clear.

At the age of twelve, in answering His aged parents, He said, Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?  The Father’s business was of top priority in the life and work of Christ.  He came from heaven to glorify the Father in making known the truth of God.  Later, in talking with Nicodemus, Christ said, as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up (John 3:14).  The cross was a requisite in the fulfilling of the Father’s will so that all mankind might have a provision for eternal life.  Sin had made a breach between the Creator and the creature, making reconciliation impossible until the price for sin was paid by the Savior.

In John 10:16 Jesus said, other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring.  Who were the other sheep?  The Gentiles.  Christ had come to His own people, the Jews, but they rejected Him.  As the result of His sacrifice on the cross, the door was open – not only to the Jews, but the Gentiles as well.  Christ is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2).

As our Lord went about fulfilling His mission on this earth, He never lost sight of His purpose.  There was no time for relaxation.  Unselfishly, He cared not about His own comfort but declared, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent (Luke 4:43).  The pinnacle of it all seems to be in John 9:4 where we read our Savior’s words, I must work the works of Him that sent me while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. 

Almost two thousand years have passed since that statement was made.  If the night was approaching then, where are we now?  There can be no question about it.  We are fast approaching the end of the age.  Prophecy tells us this, and current events tell us also.  What more do we need to awaken us out of slumber?  The world is on fire and must hear the Gospel.  Every believer needs the same divine urgency Jesus Christ had - to do the Father’s will in making known the truth of the Gospel to the unsaved millions who have never yet heard.

Our local churches are responsible to take the lead in this task.  God’s people should be gathering together in our local assemblies to be trained and taught to share the truth with others.  But what have we done?  We have lost sight of our mission.  Comparatively few churches are really doing anything worthwhile in sending the Gospel to the ends of the earth.  Most churches have a program that stops at the door.  With a friendly, relaxed atmosphere, there appears to be a strong emphasis on its local interests, but a sad neglect of worldwide evangelism.  Its mission is being overlooked.

What about the must?  Are we not concerned about the Father’s will?  Does it not concern us that in this technical age with all of our advances, that millions of people in the world have never even heard that there is a Jesus Christ?  Does it not bother us that while we spend over a billion and a half dollars each year on church buildings, only two percent of that amount goes to the spreading of the Gospel throughout the world?  Christians overall spend an average of one-tenth of a cent a day toward reaching the lost.  This means that we place a value upon the souls for whom Christ died as a fraction of a penny.

The result of our stinginess is that the door is closed to millions who need to hear the truth of the Gospel.  Do you realize there are hundreds of Christian young people who are fully trained and ready to go to the mission field who are waiting for dedicated dollars to send them?  But where are the dollars?  Very often, they are to be found in the bricks and mortar of attractive church building.  Bricks and mortar can never speak out for God.  God has raised up dedicated young people to speak for Him.  But because there has been a diversion of funds, the message of truth that could change lives is being silenced.

Frequently, letters are received from some of our radio listeners who write, “I appreciate your broadcast.  It means so much to me.  It provides me with daily spiritual food.  I would love to send you some money to help, but my church is building a new building and I must put all of my money there.”

What am I saying?  Should we not build churches?  I am not saying that.  Church buildings are necessary, but building churches should never in any way stand in the way of our missionary efforts.  Every phase of the work of God is necessary.  But there is nothing more important than proclaiming the truth worldwide, so that those who have never heard the Gospel might have at least one opportunity to hear.  

Possibly, you are aware of the fact that the Air Rescue Service of the United States Armed Forces was established with the responsibility of saving lives.  Units were based around the country and abroad, and within minutes of a crash of an Air Force plane or some other catastrophe, they were ready to move into action.  The Air Rescue Service adopted the motto That others might live.  Scores of soldiers, airmen, and civilians have been rescued as the result of heroic efforts of all who are involved.  As Christians, we sing lustily:

Rescue the perishing,

Care for the dying, 

Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave;

Weep o’er the erring one, 

Lift up the fallen,

Tell them of Jesus the mighty to save.

But are we really doing this?  We wouldn’t put it into words, but actually our motto seems to be “Get all we can out of Christianity and let the other fellow do the same thing.”  It is definitely not That others may live.  If it were, many thousands more missionaries would be going to the ends of the earth.  Money sufficient for every need would be provided by God’s people.  Churches would see multitudes being saved.  We no longer weep o’er the erring one.  We are neglecting to lift up the fallen.  A gigantic, every man for himself attitude has settled upon the church and we find that we can easily justify our beautiful homes, expensive cars, long vacations, and costly clothing.

What does the Bible say about this sort of thing?  We read in Galatians 5:24, they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.  Have we?  Further, we read in 1 Corinthians 6:20, For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.   Do we?  Is Jesus Christ preeminent in our lives?  Are we more concerned about pleasing Him than anything else in the world?  Can we be so selfish with the life-changing message of the Gospel of Christ that we keep it for ourselves and fail to share it with the millions who need to hear?

For many years, the words of that great missionary statesman, Oswald J. Smith, have challenged me time and time again.  “Why should anyone hear the Gospel twice before everyone has heard it once.”

Christianity is a force that demands expansion.  Any hindering of this process ultimately impedes and retards the influence of the Gospel, even though it is the power of God unto salvation.  Any compression of vital energy into a sphere smaller than its true range or scope not only limits it but poisons it so that it works feebly or falsely in a region where it operates.  You cannot grow an oak in a hothouse.  You cannot bottle Niagara.  You cannot pigeonhole an ocean.  Even so, the Gospel is a force that requires room for healthy growth.  Only in spreading it abroad does it realize its true nature and fulfill its purpose.

Child of God, examine your priorities.  How are you using your life?  How are you spending your money?  What are you doing with your time?  The lost need to be saved.  Let’s get involved.

Should you be one of the lost who has never yet received Christ, realize the urgency of turning to Him now.  Christ loves you.  He died and rose again for you.  He is living for you.  He wants to save you.  Let Him do it.
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