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One of the great privileges God has given to those who can read is to know what He desires for us.  He has revealed His mind and thinking in a Book which we call the Bible.  Do you take adequate time to read and study this unusual source for spiritual truth?

Without question, the greatest Book in all the world is the Bible.  That’s why God says in Isaiah 34:16 Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, and read.  If people were to read and believe the Word of God, many of the evils and sorrows that have produced so much tragedy could be averted.  We see people in our day who, like those of Zechariah’s generation, have hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the Lord of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets (Zechariah 7:12).  The Bible has always had its enemies, but because it is a supernatural Book, it has stood the test.

Someone has written, “Generation follows generation; yet it lives.  Nations rise and fall; yet it lives.  Kings, dictators, presidents come and go; yet it lives.  Hated, despised, cursed, doubted, suspected, criticized - yet it lives.  Condemned by atheists, scoffed by scorners - yet it lives.  Exaggerated by fanatics, misconstrued and misstated, ranted and raved about - yet it lives.  Its inspiration is denied; yet it lives.  It lives as a lamp to our feet, as a light to our path, as a gift of heaven, as a standard for childhood, as a guide for youth, as an inspiration for the mature, as comfort for the aged, as food for the hungry, as water for the thirsty, as rest for the weary, as light for the heathen, as salvation for the sinner, as grace for the Christian.  To know it is to love it, to love it is to accept it, to accept it means blessing.”

Why do men and women spurn the book that could mean redemption for their souls and blessing to their lives?

It was the eminent surgeon, Dr. Howard A. Kelly, who said, “I have never in my whole life met a man who really knew the Bible, who rejected it.  The difficulty has always been the unwillingness to give it an honest trial.”

Our Lord said Ye will not come unto me that ye might have life.  Oh, the hardness of human hearts.  

We read in Proverbs 13:13, Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded.   And in Isaiah 5:24 God says, Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.

May I urge upon you to make a fair and honest appraisal of God’s truth?  Go to the Book.  Study it for yourself.  See what God has to say.  Don’t worry about man’s opinion.  Do not listen to the professor’s aspersions.  Read and study the Word of God for yourself.  See what the Lord has to say to you.  

It is not an uncommon thing in these days to hear well-educated men making a travesty of the Bible.  In spite of all their attacks, however, this Book is still being used to transform thousands of lives, while providing food for troubled souls.  There are some who feel that, because of their learning and scholarship, they have advanced beyond the claims of the Bible.  With their bias and prejudice, they seek to poison the minds of young people concerning God and His supernatural revelation.  But the Bible has always withstood every such attack.

For many years, I have had the following in my file.  It says it so well, and I want to read it to you.


I paused last eve beside the blacksmith’s door,

 And heard the anvil ring the vespers chime.


And looking in, I saw upon the floor,

 Old hammers worn with beating years of time.


How many anvils have you had? said I,

 To wear and batter all those hammers so.


Just one, he answered with twinkling eye, 

The anvil wears the hammers out, you know.


And so I thought, the anvil of God’s Word,

 For ages, critic’s blows had beat upon.


But though the noise of falling blows were heard,



The anvil is unchanged, the hammers gone.

God says in Jeremiah 23:29, Is not my word like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?  And in Isaiah 40:8 He says, the grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand forever/

There was a day in the history of our nation when the Word of God was respected in our public schools.  But, unfortunately, because of certain minority groups, the Bible has been banished from the curriculum.  The result has been a generation of young people of profound ignorance concerning spiritual truth.  They are well taught in secular humanism, but know nothing about God’s Word.  In the technical age of enlightenment, they are wallowing in ignorance concerning the teachings of God’s truth.

A Christian high school teacher conducted a survey in an English class, which evidenced an astonishing lack of Bible knowledge among those tested.  Eighty-eight percent of the class did not even know what the four Gospels were.  One student ventured a guess saying they were love, honor, cherish, and obey.  Another wrote that three of them were Christianity, Confucianism, and Hinduism.  Ninety-eight percent seemingly never had heard of Saul of Tarsus.  No wonder drug addiction and teenage pregnancies among our youth have reached startling proportions.  Unless our young people have something worthwhile on the inside, how can they be expected to face life as it is on the outside?

God says in Psalm 119: 9, Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according to thy word.
It is pathetic indeed as we realize that not only has the Bible been taken from our school system, but many of our churches are neglecting it as well.  Philosophy, psychology, and sociology are taught with a little Bible mixed in.  Preachers need to get back to the Bible.  They need to expound the teachings of God’s Word.  Our churches need to come back to the Scriptures.

In Job 22:22 we read, Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart.  In Psalm 19:11 we are told, Moreover by (the Scriptures) is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.
There are many in our churches that have been members for years, and yet they have never begun an intelligent study of the Bible.  They can hardly find their way around among the books of the Bible, and therefore, in almost every case, they are terribly ignorant of Christ, who is revealed in some way or other in every book of the Bible.  It is indeed understandable why so few of professing Christians have a zeal for the Lord.  One will never really love Christ until he gets into the Book that is written about Him.

Let me challenge you to study the Scriptures.  Begin a systematic reading of the Word of God.  Do as God says in 1 Peter 2:2, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby.
Of course, until one receives Christ into his life, he can have no understanding of the Bible, whatsoever.  Do not attempt to read the Bible without having invited Christ into your life.  If you do, it will be a closed Book.  Trust Christ for your eternal salvation.  Then, the Bible will become a Book of inspiration and blessing to you.  Take the Lord into your life, right now.
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