Don’t Be A Quitter

Dr. J. Allen Blair

#411 Aug 5 2007

Do you ever get discouraged and feel like you aren’t accomplishing very much?  At times, maybe you even feel like giving up what you are doing for the Lord or, possibly, you have given up.  

One of the well-worn tools of Satan is discouragement.  Very often, he uses this tool in the lives of those who are attempting to serve the Lord.  He does his best to get his victims in a place where they will give up and quit.  To the discouraged, the Lord says, Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58).  We must not yield to the wicked one and quit.  If God has given you a job to do, stick with it.  Do not be deceived into thinking you are useless, that you are not producing fruit.

Has Satan been telling you that you might as well quit, that you aren’t getting anywhere, that life would be so much easier if you would take more time for yourself?  Don’t listen to these lies.  God’s word to you is, Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.  In spite of what the Devil says, your labors are not in vain in the Lord.  Your efforts for Christ are not wasted.  God will always honor His name, even though you do not realize it or see it.  

A Christian couple was teaching Sunday school in a desolate village church.  For some time, there had been no Sunday school in the district and God gave this couple an open door for the free teaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Christian friends warned them that they would be wasting their time with such efforts.  After trying it for a while, the couple was just about persuaded that the advice of their friends was right, and they were almost tempted to give up.  Nevertheless, they persisted, and their faithful efforts were rewarded.  The obstacles were overcome and the Lord did a marvelous work.  Many boys and girls came to know Jesus Christ because of this dedicated couple.

Have you ever considered how the world would be fed and clothed today if all our farmers were as easily discouraged as many Christian workers are?  If farmers were to quit when the frost nipped their crops and failed, we would soon run out of food.  If each year, something came up to damage his crops, such as an early frost or hail or rainfall, only to have the glaring sun, drying winds, and hot dry days of early summer burn everything up, and the farmer gave up, what do you think we would do?  Where would we get our fruits and vegetables and other necessities of life.  Year after year, faithful farmers keep working away.  Sometimes they have a bad year, but they live in anticipation of a better one next year.

To every born again believer God says, Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain (John 15:16).  When God saved you, He also ordained you to be a fruit-bearer for Him.  As you labor faithfully in a vineyard, in His strength you will produce fruit.  And He assures you that this fruit will remain.  Don’t doubt the Lord.  Keep you eyes on Him and trust Him to work through you.  He will give the fruit.  Don’t give up, for there is only one person worse than a quitter, and that’s the one who never begins.  Work hard, trust the Lord, and He will bless you abundantly.

So often, we look to ourselves and circumstances and say, “Well, what’s the use.  I’m not really accomplishing anything.”  Some of you Sunday school teachers are about ready to hand your job over to somebody else.  You feel like your work is hopeless for you see so few results each week.  Week after week, after spending hours in preparation, it appears as though nothing ever happens.  Realize, will you, that it only appears this way.  If you are faithful in preparing and teaching the Word of God effectively, if you are walking with the Lord yourself and bathing your lesson in prayer, God the Holy Spirit is using His Word.  You may not realize it, but the seed is being planted in young hearts.  Your task is not in vain.  Your labors are not hopeless.  God says you will bring forth fruit and your fruit will remain.

Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.  If we are conscientious in fulfilling our responsibility to plant the seed, and if we water the Word through our faithfulness in prayer, God will give the increase.

Maybe you are a planter.  This is your call – just to sow the seed.  You don’t see too much by way of results.  Your ministry is to preach or teach, or to bear witness in a small circle.  God has given you only a small field of labor.  Be faithful.  Your efforts are not in vain.  You can’t see what God is doing in the hearts of people.  In Galatians 6:9 we read And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.  We have a commission and we must fulfill the commission before God.  Jesus said, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age (Matthew 28:18-20).

Christ is with you.  He knows about your discouragement.  He knows all about your limitations.  But you are involved in the work of God and the will of God.  Don’t quit.  Keep in mind that a man’s ability is usually rated by what he finished, not by what he starts.  We have many starters, but few finishers.  Oftentimes, very little is accomplished because of a failure to finish the job.

One never knows what God will do through those who faithfully sow the seed.  One very cold, rainy night years ago, a minister said, “I don’t think there is any use going to church tonight.  No one will be there.”  But, finally, he decided to go.  Just a few people were scattered about the pews.  Seeing so few, he was almost persuaded to give up preaching his sermon that evening, but he decided to go ahead and preach.  A boy in the audience listened attentively and as the result began to live for the Lord.  Later, he went into the ministry and was used to win thousands to Jesus Christ throughout the world.  Do you want to know his name? – Charles Haddon Spurgeon. 

Do you see what I mean?  We are to be faithful.  We are ordained of God to sow the seed, and it is up to God to bring forth the fruit.  Don’t let the Devil get you discouraged.  Keep serving the Lord.  A life is useless unless it is useful to others.  It can only be useful to others as we let Christ control us and live through us.  So, be steadfast for the Lord, unmovable.  Don’t listen to the Devil when he tries to get you to quit.  Do not allow yourself to drift into that class of professed believers who are doing nothing for God.  Better than counting your years is to make your years count for the Lord.

If it should be that you have never had a personal heart experience with Jesus Christ, don’t try to serve Him until you know Him.  I urge you just now to make your decision if you don’t have Christ in your life.  Ask the Lord to come into your life.  And when He comes in, I tell you, you will really begin to live for Him.  It’s a wonderful thing to be a Christian.  But you can only find this out as you have a personal encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is why I ask you to make your decision right now.  Just simply bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I know I can’t save myself, but I realize that you died for me on the cross and I now receive you as my Savior and Lord.  Christ will enter your life, never to depart.
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