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Because one is a believer in Christ is no guarantee that he will always experience the happiness portrayed in the Bible.  There is a very special key that unlocks the door to blessing, which I want to talk about today.

The concluding verse of Genesis 6 offers what I believe to be the key to blessing and usefulness in the believer’s life.  Listen to verse 22.  Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.  There it is – nothing could be clearer.  Would you experience God’s best?  Would you be the possessor of joy, supreme joy?  Here is the requisite.  This is the key that unlocks the door to the showers of blessing.  No other key will work.  This is the master key.  Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so do he.  What is the key? – Obedience to the will of God as contained in His Holy Word.  There is nothing of greater importance for the believer than implicit obedience to God.  Anyone who has ever been blessed of the Lord in any measure whatsoever, has been blessed in the act of obedience.

We must realize, that not only does the Lord Jesus want to be the Savior of the lost; He wants to be the Master of the saved.  To confess Christ as Savior is not enough.  We must submit to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  Submission demands obedience.  Until we decide to obey God in everything, we flatly refuse to submit to Him.  Not only is it a case of open rebellion but brash hypocrisy to call Christ Lord with an unwillingness to yield to His control.

One time, a Christian young lady came to Graham Scroggie for counseling.  She declared her love for Christ.  At the same time, she confessed that there was something she felt that God wanted her to do which she did not desire to do.  Dr. Scroggie made it clear that hers was a distinct case of disobedience.  He pointed out that what she was trying to say to God was, “Lord, not so.”  “It is impossible,” said Dr. Scroggie, “to say these two things in one sentence.  Either you must say ‘Lord,’ or you must say, ‘Not so.’”  Dr. Scroggie wrote these two things on a piece of paper – Lord and not so.  He handed it to her, saying, “I shall return soon.  You pray over this and cross out either Lord or not so, one or the other.”  Shortly afterward, he returned.  He saw a tear-stained piece of paper with the words, not so, crossed out.  The young girls countenance had changed.  The burden had disappeared.  She had found the joy and peace of complete submission to Jesus Christ.  He was now the Lord of her life.

I am convinced that by far the majority of Christians are calling Christ Lord with their lips, while there rebellious hearts are crying out not so.  Small wonder that we have so many disgruntled and complaining Christians.  There is no happiness apart from willing obedience to God and His Holy Word.

It is so much easier for most of us to read and study the Bible then to apply the Bible to our deceitful hearts.  The Lord Jesus said in John 13:17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.  A knowledge of the Word of God is important.  Too few of us spend the time we should endeavoring to grasp the contents of this miraculous Book.  But knowledge without application is a hopeless waste of time.  One can memorize thousands of Scripture verses, but unless he permits these verses to transform his life and mold his character, he has missed the value of the Scriptures completely.

David believed in memorizing the Word – for what purpose?  Look at Psalm 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.  The Word was more than mere knowledge for David.  It was the mighty instrument of God that probed deeply into his heart, purging him from all that was unclean and unholy.

May God deliver us from being Bible-hardened.  What do I mean?  Simply this.  It is so easy to read the Word of God without permitting the Holy Spirit to penetrate our hearts with God’s message.  We know what the Bible says, but we have failed to realize what it means.

It is said that being familiar with something breeds contempt.  The same can be said of our use of the Word of God.  The Bible is in our hands for obedience, not merely to gather up knowledge.  The question is, are we really obeying God?  Can we honestly say, “Yes, I know what God wants me to do, and by His grace I am doing it.”  This is more than putting a few negatives into our lives.  

Some people say, I don’t do this or, I don’t do that.  But it is things they do or things they don’t do that prove their disobedience to God.  The idea of obedience to God is very easily misunderstood.  One may be actively engaged in the service of the Lord.  He may be giving generously and sacrificially to the cause of Christ.  Because of these labors of love, it is easy to sense a feeling of gratification with the assurance of doing one’s duty, while underneath all this activity there may be little acts of disobedience practically unnoticed, maybe unknown, eating away the very vitals of faith as a cancer destroys the organs of life.  This goes on from day to day.  We blame everyone and everything for the condition we are in.  We look all around us for the cause instead of looking within.  How few of us ever look to the real source of our difficulty – our deceitful hearts.  It is so much easier and convenient to blame somebody else.

Oh, friend, let the Spirit of God look into your heart today.  Are there traces of disobedience hindering God’s power?  If so, get things squared away with the Lord.  He will forgive.  In addition, he will give you grace to overcome.  And, of course, if you are not a child of God, your greatest need right now is to receive Jesus Christ.  Remember, He went to the cross for you.  He died and He shed His blood on the cross that you might enjoy His righteousness.  God hath made Jesus to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.

God wants to do a work in your life.  I don’t believe you would be listening to this broadcast if that were not true.  God has so directed that your ear would be tuned this way, that you might hear this message today.  This, I believe, is the will of God for you.   Now, do something about it.  If you don’t know Jesus Christ, make your decision right now.  If you do know Jesus Christ, let God search out your heart.  Is He truly the Lord of your life?  Is He the Master or is He just a kind of a convenience – you call on Him when you need Him and you run your life the rest of the time? - And because of that you get in all kinds of difficulty, you have no peace, you have not blessing; you are missing out on everything.  Let Jesus reign.  Let His word live in your heart and let Him be in full control.

Glad Tidings, Inc., P.O. Box 18824, Charlotte, NC  28218

