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Are you a busy Christian, always involved in doing things for God?  If so, do you feel as though you are getting a fair return in results for your dedicated efforts?  If not, maybe you are overlooking a very important element God uses, if there is to be lasting progress.

Continuing our thoughts from yesterday, and the importance of obedience in the believer’s life, may I suggest that we look into our own hearts before God? – Not our neighbor’s heart, not our spouse’s heart, but our own heart.  We need to pray Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me.  I have never known a child of God who prayed this prayer sincerely, who did not find that God answered immediately.  If we want to know what is wrong with us, God will show us.  But few people really want to know.  In fact, many times we know, but we prefer to pretend that we do not.  Thus, with pious prayers and fruitless service, we miss the mark completely.  We fail to face the issue squarely.  Instead of being honest with ourselves and praying, “Lord, what is wrong with me?”  we simply pray, “Lord, what is wrong?”  Instead of approaching God with repentant hearts, we come in our pride, which merely adds to our disobedience.

After the Lord convicts us of sin, what should we do about it?  Should we confess it?  Confess to God immediately.  We read in Proverbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.  Doubtless, you will agree that is so much easier to cover sin than to confess sin.

One of the usual ways of covering sin is by activity.  Sometimes, believers feel that by their service for God they can cover up their disobedience.  It works pretty well as far as man is concerned, but not with God, for the Bible says, All things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do (Hebrews 4:13).  It is impossible to cover over our disobedience from the eyes of God.

King Saul disobeyed the Lord and tried to cover up his disobedience by pretending to offer sacrifices.  He thought he could hide his sin behind holy action.  But the prophet Samuel declared to Saul, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice o the Lord?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams (1 Samuel 15:22).  God will accept nothing in lieu of obedience.

Some years ago, Miriam Booth, daughter of the founder of The Salvation Army, a beautiful, brilliant, cultured woman, began her work with great promise and had unusual success.  Very soon, disease lay hold on her and brought her down to the point of death.  A friend visiting her one day, told her it seemed a pity that a woman so capable should be hindered by sickness from doing the Lord’s work.  She replied with gentle grace, “It is great to do the Lord’s work, but it is greater to do the Lord’s will.”  These are words of wisdom, friend.  “It is great to do the Lord’s work, but it is greater to do the Lord’s will.”  Of what value is any of our service for God if we are not in the will of God?  The disobedient heart cannot possibly know the will of God.  On the other hand, the believer who obeys the Lord has no problem determining the will of God for his life.

David could say, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart (Psalm 40:8).  This verse tells us not only that David delighted in doing the will of God, but why he delighted in doing God’s will.  Why?  Thy law was within His heart.  He did not mean that he merely possessed knowledge of the law, but that he obeyed the law of God.  No wonder he delighted in the will of God – the obedient heart always does.

We need to remind ourselves that the Bible is not merely a Book to believe, it is a Book to obey.  God has given us many commands in the Scriptures.  How can we believe a command?  Commands are not to be believed but to be acted upon.  This demands obedience.  Let us not content ourselves with the fact that we are Bible-believing Christians.  Many so-called Bible-believing Christians exert no influence for God whatsoever.  We need Bible-acting Christians who will prayerfully search out their hearts daily, allowing the Spirit of God to rout out every trace of disobedience.  Then and only then shall we be effective for God and equipped to face life with its complexities and hardships.

A well-known children’s specialist once said, “When it comes to a serious illness, the child who has been taught to obey stands a four times chance of recovering than the child who is spoiled and undisciplined.  Up until I read this, I never thought that a question of obedience might affect the health of a child.  I am certain, however, that it affects the spiritual health of the children of God.  Caleb could say, I wholly followed the Lord.  Indeed, he must have been a joyful, radiant, happy believer.

The Bible gives numerous instances of those who doubtless forgot to count the cost of disobedience.  Moses disobeyed, and failed to reach the Promised Land.  Samson disobeyed, and lost his God-given strength.  Saul disobeyed, and lost the kingdom.  Solomon disobeyed, and his kingdom was divided.  David disobeyed, and lost the joy of his salvation.  Jonah disobeyed, and was carried into the depths of misery and hell.  Scores of other tragic cases could be cited.

What stands between you and your Savior today?  Why not let the Lord have His perfect control of your life.  At this very moment, turn it all over to Him in complete surrender.  And to you who have not yet received Christ for salvation, are you looking for another way?  Look no longer; there are no other ways.  Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.  Why are you waiting?  It’s very dangerous to wait.  You say, I am waiting five more years, ten years, fifteen years?  Who knows if any of us have five more minutes?  We need to be ready to meet God. 

The Bible says, Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth (Proverbs 27:1).  That is so true.  All of us have had unusual surprises.  All was going well and suddenly we were plunged into darkness.  No, friend, don’t wait.  Now is the time to receive Christ, and with Him receive new life, a new hope, a new challenge.  Christ wants to do wonderful things for you, but He will never do it against your will.

Are you willing to bow your head right now and say, “Jesus, I need you?  I have been trying to face life alone and I have failed time and time again.”  Let God have a chance.  Let God show you what He can do.  And right now, you say, “I am ready, Lord.  Come into my heart and save me.”  And Jesus Christ will enter your life, never to depart, and you will find joy and peace in believing.
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