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A little boy was asked by his teacher to describe the shape of the world.  Quickly he replied, “It’s in bad shape.”  He was certainly correct.  Some things have improved, but other things have gotten worse.  But one of these days there will be a complete change for the better.

One of the predominant truths of the Old and New Testaments is the fact of the return of Jesus Christ.  Unfortunately, this important scriptural truth is being neglected in many circles in these uncertain times.

One time, after I preached on the subject of The Second Coming of Christ, a visitor came to me at the close of the service and said, “I have been a church member and a regular attendant in my home church for 25 years, and this is the first sermon I ever heard on the return of Christ.  How regrettable that so important a truth is often being disregarded. 

D.L. Moody once said, “Although The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is mentioned in the Bible and referred to over 300 times, I was in the church 15 or 16 years before I ever heard a sermon on it.”

The Bible places a strong emphasis on the subject.  In fact, it is mentioned 318 times in the New Testament.  On an average of one out of every 25 verses from Matthew to Revelation makes reference to The Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  This is not a dream of visionary fanatics, nor a creation of speculative theologians, but a divinely revealed truth set forth in God’s Word with marked clarity and prominence. 

There are many witnesses to this great truth in the Scriptures.  Before Jesus ascended into heaven, He assured us that He would come again.  He said in John 14:3 If I go, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
The angels, likewise, foretold Christ’s return at the time of His ascension in Acts 1:11. This same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.  The beloved Apostle John who wrote the Book of the Revelation declared in Revelation 1:7 Behold He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him.  Scores of other passages reveal the wonderful fact of the believer’s blessed hope, the return of Jesus Christ to rule and reign in this world.

This is not only a blessed hope but a transforming hope.  Those who are looking for Christ will live righteously in expectancy while awaiting His coming.

In 1 Thessalonians 5:22,23 God says Abstain from all appearance of evil.  And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The believer will give careful thought as to where he goes, what he does, as well as the friends he chooses.  Anticipating his Lord’s return, he will live in anticipation of His return.

The Second Coming of Jesus Christ will have a definite effect on his manner of life.  One reason why worldliness prevails in many lives these days is the fact that the doctrine of The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is being ignored in many churches.  Those who are looking for Christ’s return usually live in the light of His return.

Years ago, when Dr. James A. Brooks was the pastor of a Presbyterian church in St. Louis, a businessman attended several of his morning services.  One Sunday, Dr. Brooks preached a sermon on The Second Coming of Jesus Christ, which so stirred this man that he had a personal interview with the minister, and subsequently made his decision to receive Christ into his life.  For years, though he had never been a heavy drinker, the businessman had been in the habit of visiting a bar every day.  The day after his visit with Dr. Brooks, he went as usual to the bar and ordered his daily drink.  But as he lifted it to his lips, and thought of the return of Jesus Christ, and actually he could visualize Christ in that glass, at once he set the glass down, handed the bartender the price of the drink, and left.  He never returned.  Later, he became a mighty influence for God.  You see, the blessed hope is a purifying hope, which definitely affects the believer’s lifestyle.  How important that, daily, we realize the words of James 5:8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.

Not only should the blessed hope of Christ’s return affect our lives, but it should be a motivating force to impel us to be busy for God.  Those who are looking for their Savior’s return will not simply relax and wait for Him to return, they will do as Christ instructed us to do.  Occupy til I come, he said.  Be busy until I return.  We shall be zealous for the Lord, doing His work until He returns.  We shall have a burden and a passion to show the lost the only way of life through Jesus Christ.  There will be love in our hearts and a deep concern for the millions in the world who have never yet heard the Gospel.  We shall labor and sacrifice gladly to reach the lost with the blessed Gospel of salvation through Christ.

Some areas of the world are closed to the Gospel ministry.  Others are becoming increasingly difficult to penetrate.  Nevertheless, we who love Christ, while waiting for Him to return, will serve Him now.  His commission still holds good.  Go ye into all  the world, and preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15).  

Our missionaries have gone into parts of the world and labored faithfully.  But vast areas of the world yet remain untouched.  The world needs to hear the Gospel story.  All believers need to be involved.

Years ago, A.T. Pierson said, “There is enough jewelry, gold, and silver-plate buried in Christian homes to build a fleet of fifty million vessels, load them with Bible, crowd them with missionaries to build a Gospel church in every destitute hamlet, and supply every living soul with the Gospel in a score of years.  Only let God’s fire come down and take possession or our hearts and tongues, and the Gospel will wing its way like the beams of the morning.”

Believer in Jesus Christ, the Lord is coming back.  Will He find us faithful?  Is your life what it should be?  Are you doing all you can to lead others to Christ?  Are you sacrificing for Him?  Oh, let’s redeem the time for the days are evil.

Could it be that you have never received Christ?  Now is the time to come to Him.  He loves you and wants you to become His child by receiving Him as your Savior.  Do it right now.
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