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All of us like to receive good news, but occasionally we receive bad news.  Bad news can be very devastating and, at times, heartbreaking.  I have good news for you today.  In fact, this is the best news I ever heard in all my life.

In Romans 1:16 the Apostle Paul declared I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  What is the Gospel Paul is speaking about here?  It is the good news of God – that Christ died for our sins and rose again, that whosoever believeth on Him is the immediate possessor of everlasting life.  This is the most thrilling news ever to reach the ear of mankind.  This Gospel, though simple in its presentation, is profound in its application.  When one believes the message of the Gospel by faith, his life is transformed immediately by the power of the Holy Spirit and He becomes a child of God forever.

This is the message God’s people must proclaim to every inhabitant on the earth.  It is the message every unsaved person must believe.  It is the liberating truth that forever frees a person from his bondage to sin.  It provides the marvelous confidence that the price for sin is paid and God’s judgment will be avoided.

The Gospel is for everyone.  It is for the sin-controlled inebriate on Skid Row.  It is for the successful investment banker on Wall Street.  It is for the drug-bound youth on campus.  It is for the cancer-ridden patient in the hospital.  It is for the astute politician in government.  It is for the broken-hearted wife who has been disappointed in marriage.  It is for those who feel forsaken and lonely.  In fact, there is no one in all the wide world who cannot find satisfaction in the Gospel.

When one believes the Gospel, he enters into a relationship with God that can be found in no other way.  God becomes his heavenly Father to care for him and to provide for all of his needs.  This is not to suggest that all of heartache, trouble, and sorrow will cease immediately.  It is a promise, however, that in the midst of the afflictions of life, that the believer will never be forsaken.  God gives us this wonderful assurance in Hebrews 13:5.  I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
It should be realized that to become effective in a practical way, the Gospel must be believed.  Knowledge of the Gospel is not enough.  Only as one receives Christ as his Lord does the good news of God become effective in his life.

A missionary tells of a woman who came to the mission hospital, requesting to see the doctor.  Upon meeting her, he asked pleasantly, “What can I do for you?”  Said the woman, “The mayor of our little town spent several weeks in your hospital.  When he came, he was a godless and wicked man.  He was thoughtless of his children.  He wasted his money by gambling, and had a profane mouth.  But since he has been in your hospital, the tiger has been transformed into a lamb.  His home life is changed and his children and wife are happier than they have ever been.  He speaks kindly and has ceased from cursing and swearing.”

The doctor smiled and said, “I am delighted to hear this.  Now what can I do for you?”  Then the woman said, “Please don’t tell anyone, but I too am wicked.  I have an unclean mouth and my loved ones don’t have it easy living with me.  For that reason, I have come to you with the hope that you will give me some of that same medicine that cured our mayor.”  The doctor gave this woman the same medicine.  It was not quite what she expected.  Rather than being out of a bottle, it came out of the Bible.

The doctor outlined carefully and deliberately the ABC’s of the Gospel.  A – All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  B – Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. C – Come unto me all ye that labor, and I will give you rest.  The woman responded to the invitation to receive Christ, and with humble repentance, claimed Him as the Lord of her life.  She went away from the mission hospital transformed by the grace of God, as did the mayor of her town.

Friend, have you responded to the Gospel?  Is Christ your Lord?  Or are you, like many, so near yet so far.  You are familiar with the Gospel, you have known of its value for many, many years.  But you have done nothing about it.

I heard one time of a man who attempted to walk from Boston to Niagara Falls – a distance of about 700 miles.  Approaching the end of his journey, while only miles away, he thought he heard the roar of the torrent.  Seeing a man working by the side of the road, he stopped to ask if this was so.  “I don’t know,” said the man, “I’ve never been there myself.”  Now here was a man who lived very near the Falls, and yet he had never seen it.

Realize, there are many, many people who have spent most of their lives near the truth of the Gospel, but they have never received Christ.  Some of them attend church, Sunday after Sunday.  Some of them are morally good.  But they overlooked that of greatest importance.  They have failed to receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  I hope you haven’t made this tragic mistake.  If you have, it is not too late to do something about it.  God is ready at this moment, if you are.  Will you acknowledge your sin to the Son of God and invite Him into your life as Lord of all?  Then, follow Him faithfully day by day, read His Word, get your instructions from the Bible following God’s way.  Have a quiet time daily, meet the Lord in prayer, and, by all means, find a good Bible-teaching church where you can have fellowship with other believers where you can be strengthened in the faith.  If you haven’t received Christ, take Him into your life right now.
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