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Some people would like to see the sunshine every day.  But that wouldn’t be good would it?  We need the dark, rainy days as well.  Our lives are the same way.  Just to have everything the way we want them all the time would not be good for any of us.  We need adversity, and sometimes even sorrow.

Someone asked a minister what his favorite Scripture portion was.  He gave a rather unique reply.  It wasn’t any particular passage or verse, but five words that are found throughout the Bible.  He said, “This phrase has kept me through many times of adversity and trial.”  And what were the five words?  “And it came to pass.”  The minister went on to say, the difficulties that confronted him in life were not really here to stay, but rather, they came to pass.  Furthermore, he said he trusted God to give him the strength to face the difficulty while it was here.  He assured his hearer that God never failed him.  

Now here is a very practical testimony.  All of us might do well to realize that most of the trials we face in life do not really come to stay, but they come to pass.  We can take courage in the fact that God in His providence never permits any trial to remain longer than necessary to achieve His divine purpose.  He has a purpose in every trial of life.  It is not always for us to know what the purpose is.  In fact, we don’t need to know.  He knows, and that’s of greatest importance.

The Psalmist declared, Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.  Though some of us have quoted this verse scores of times, I wonder if we have exhausted the reality of it.  Can you recall the most disturbing, distressing, disappointing day of your life?  That was the kind of day the Psalmist was talking about.  The statement is all-inclusive.  It is not a case that goodness and mercy shall follow us some of the days of our lives.  No, God makes it clear that it is all the days.  This means the dark days as well as the days filled with sunshine.  Regardless of the days, goodness and mercy shall follow us, or, more literally, shall sustain us, shall care for us, shall provide for us.  In other words, God will see us through.  No matter what the circumstances, we have nothing to fear.  We can count on the Lord.

Now, a person without Christ doesn’t have this assurance.  There is no promise such as this in the Bible for those who have not received Christ as Savior and Lord, as far as the daily provision of God’s goodness and mercy is concerned.  The unsaved man must bear the load of his care all by himself.  I said he must.  It is not really that he must, but that he chooses to.  Rather than choose Christ and peace, he is satisfied with his own way.  How sad that is.  If only he could realize what he is missing.  God has made this prodigious provision through Christ, so that everyone might experience the goodness and mercy of the Lord every day, all along the way.

If you happen to be one who has been resisting God, do something about it.  Enter into the benefits of God’s grace.  There are many, but I think the greatest is the joy of experiencing God’s care, moment by moment, as you journey over the paths of life.  When Christ is our Lord, we have the privilege of trusting Him for all things.   Though we may not understand all things, we can trust Him for all things while living a day at a time.  We can look to God with the eye of faith, with the confidence that He will provide for us.

Sometimes believers appear to be overcome by their cares and troubles.  Under pressure, we have said, “I just can’t take any more.”  Does this mean that God has forsaken us? - No, not at all.  1 Corinthians 10:13 answers this question for us.  He will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able.  This means that He will never, at any time, allow more sorrow or pressure than you can bear.  Sometimes we increase our load of care by our own reaction.  We increase the weight of today’s load by adding the burden of yesterday with the additional burden of tomorrow.  But, be assured, this is our mistake, not God’s.  He will not overload us.

But, sometimes, we overload ourselves by our needless worry.  That’s why God admonishes us in Matthew 6:34 to take therefore no thought for the morrow, for the reason that the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.  Then He adds, Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.  In other words, we have enough to be concerned about today.  Don’t add tomorrows burden to today, but rather trust God for the goodness and mercy He has promised for today.

In 2 Timothy 1:7 we are reminded that God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  If we have fears relative to the future, they are groundless.  If they were necessary, God would have given them to us, because he has promised to supply all our needs.  If you and I needed fear for the future, He would have undertaken and provided it.  But God does not give us the spirit of fear, for the reason that it isn’t necessary.  He has given us a sound mind – that is a mind that is at ease and capable of resting in Him.  As the result, we may draw upon the resources of God’s goodness and mercy.  The greater the need, the greater will His provision be.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could keep writing checks to pay our bills, and the more checks we wrote, the greater our bank account would become?  No matter how many checks we wrote, the funds would increase accordingly.  I am sure all of us would welcome an arrangement like this, wouldn’t we?

As far as God is concerned, this has always been the case.  There is no limit to God’s supply.  May I suggest, that whatever your present circumstances, trust the Lord to see you through?  If He should fail you, yours would be an unusual situation, because this would be the first failure God has ever made since the beginning of creation.  I guarantee you, He will not fail.  He has never failed you in the past; He is not going to start now.

He may have been teaching you some lessons, which you needed to learn.  You will be stronger because of these experiences.  You will immerge from your present situation with greater faith.  You will know how to trust God better the next time.

There was a dear brother in a church I pastured who was stricken with spinal meningitis.  Later, pneumonia set in.  The doctors gave him up; but his wife did not.  And some of the others of us who knew the Lord and the power of prayer did not give him up either.  We asked God, that if it were His will, to perform a miracle.  God in his providence choose to perform that miracle.  I shall never forget, some weeks later after that Christian brother recovered from his long siege of illness, he said to me, “Pastor, my faith has been increased a thousand-fold.”  

He learned a valuable lesson through his trial – a lesson all of us need to learn.  Jesus said in Matthew 17:20 If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seek, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove.  Most of us accomplish so little because we have an undeveloped faith.  Trials help in the necessary process of strengthening our faith.  There are other things trials do for us, so let’s not complain but rather accept them from God, with the assurance that as we trust Him daily, His goodness and mercy will always be sufficient.

If I am speaking to someone who has never invited Christ into his life, may I say to you, this is where it all begins?  Take Jesus as your Savior and Lord, and then trust Him moment by moment.
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