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In the early church, Christians were recognized easily by their commitment to Christ, their holy lives, and their God-honoring lifestyle.  With this in mind, do people sense that you are a Christian because they see the same qualities in you?

All of us are conformists.  The very fact that we drive on one side of the street is evidence that we are conforming to the traffic rules.  And who of us does not conform, at least to some degree, to style?  Women, men, and young people follow the fads and, sooner or later, fall in line.  Why? - Because, we are conformists.

Turning to the Word of God, the Apostle Paul says in Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world.  Paul is saying that we as Christians should be non-conformists.  Does this mean that we ought to drive our car on the wrong side of the road, or that we should dress like someone from another planet so as not to fit in with the dress code of others from our society?  Must Christians refrain from the dress customs of the day?  I am sure this is not what Paul is speaking about here.

The key is the word world.  Paul says, Be not conformed to this world.  Thus, it becomes necessary that the Christian weigh very carefully what the world expects of Him, and if he discovers anything that conflicts with Christ, then he must draw the line.  The word conform in Romans 12:2 suggests scheming with the world, or patterning your mode of living around how the rest of the world is doing things.

Did you ever have your son or daughter come home from school and ask to do something or go somewhere and, for some reason, you did not feel that it fit in with the pattern of your home and family?  And then you got the reply, “I don’t see anything wrong with it.  Everybody is doing it.” Or, “Everybody is going.”  Here you have an exampled of conformity.  In other words, in the eyes of your son or daughter, the matter at hand is judged to be right on the basis that everybody is doing it, or everybody is going.  This usually makes it wrong for two reasons.  First, rarely is everybody doing it, and  second, even if everybody is doing it, that doesn’t make it right.  The majority may win, but that does not prove that the majority is right.

Believers are not to scheme with the world and its populace.  They are to follow the leadings and directions of the Holy Spirit.  In Romans 12:2 Paul tells us what not to do.  But He also tells us what to do.  He said, Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed, by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  The word transformed is an interesting word.  It has to do with the process of change known as metamorphosis, which simply means to change from one form to another.

The changing of the caterpillar to the butterfly provides a worthy example of this process.  You have seen cocoons lining the bark of trees in which the caterpillar has encased itself.  The process of metamorphosis proceeds, and soon the lovely butterfly forces its way out of the encasement of the cocoon and flies out into the sunlight

The word Paul uses in Romans 12:2 is akin to metamorphosis.  When one believes on Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, he receives a new nature.  Regrettably, not all believers put the new nature to work as the butterfly does when it breaks from its cocoon.  The butterfly puts wings to work, which were never used before.  The Christian should put the new nature to work, enabling him to live in the victory of Christ, day by day.

Dr. Harry Ironside used to tell of a young man who got saved.  He had lived an extremely sinful life, but God changed him in such a way that his old friends were astounded.  One day, one of them said, “You know, I feel sorry for you.  You can’t live like you used to.  Now you have to go to church and sit home and read your Bible and pray.  What a dry and uninteresting life you live.”  “That’s where you are wrong,” said the Christian.  “You don’t understand.  I can get drunk any time I want to.   I can gamble when I want to.  I can carouse with the opposite sex whenever I want to.”  “Oh, I didn’t understand it this way,” replied the friend.  “I thought you had to give up all these things to become a Christian.”  “Not at all,” replied Bill, “you don’t have to give up anything to become a Christian.  You receive, not give.  You receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  But, after you receive Christ, He takes away your old want to’s and gives an entirely new set of want to’s.  You will say with meaning, I don’t want to drink anymore, I don’t want to gamble anymore, I don’t want to go with the kind of women I used to go with anymore.  I want to live for and serve Jesus Christ and follow Him.  I want to do what He wants.  And I find in this kind of life,” said the Christian, “joy and happiness, such as I never knew before.

Many of you listening to me can relate to this because this young man’s experience was your experience.  Second Corinthians 5:17 has become reality in your life.  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  The true believer in Jesus Christ is transformed by the Spirit of God the moment he trusts in Christ, so that, ever after, he no longer desires to be conformed, but transformed – walking in the light as God is in the light.  Not all Christians appear to be transformed.  In fact, we wonder sometimes if some of these people who say they belong to God even know what it means to be born again.

There is an old Gospel hymn we used to sing, composed by Fanny Crosby, which bears the title, Take the World, But Give Me Jesus.  We don’t hear this much anymore.  The new approach by many professing Christians these days seems to be, “I’ll take Jesus, and I’ll keep the world too.”  There seems to be kind of a muddled idea of what it means to follow Christ.  But Paul made it pretty clear when he said, Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed.
You see, the Christian is not bound by a list of negatives.  But on the other hand, there are certain guidelines in the New Testament that should not be overlooked.  For example, some people talk about The Ten Commandments and say, “we are not under law, we are under grace.”  But, realize, there are certain commandments in the New Testament that should influence the Christians moral code.  For example, first we see the positive commandments like Galatians 6:2.  Bear ye one another’s burdens.  And then, the negative commandments – Colossians 3:9: Lie not one to another.  Then, there are commandments relative to regulations such as Hebrews 13:17.  Obey them that have the rule over you.  There are commandments dealing with the debatable things.  We don’t have any clear word relative to some of the practices of our day but, usually, you can fit them into one of these five categories very easily.

Hebrews 12:1 – Here God’s servant says, Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us.  Is the questionable practice a weight that keeps us from running for God?  

Then we have 1 Corinthians 6:12 – All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient; all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.  Is the questionable practice an enslaving habit?  If it is, you have your answer.

Also, 1 Corinthians 8:13 – Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.  Is it a stumbling block to those around you?  Does it hinder your witness, so that you are a poor testimony?

Another is seen in Colossians 4:5.   Walk in wisdom toward them that are without.  Is this practice wise, to the extent that others will be drawn to Christ through it?

And, one more – 1 Corinthians 10:31.  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  Does it really glorify the Lord?

I think if we consider these things prayerfully, we shall understand clearly that new life in Christ rules out conformity and ushers in transformity.  Day by day we should be more and more like Christ.  Is Christ real in your life?  Are you being transformed into His perfect image?  I trust so.

But, it could be that you need Him.  You have never really met Him.  Now is the time to receive the Lord Jesus as your Savior and Lord. 
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