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When is the last time you said something you wished you hadn’t said?  Probably, it wasn’t too long ago for most of us, right?  Most of us have the problem of saying the wrong thing at the wrong time.  Is there any hope?  Yes, there is.

The most untamable thing in the world has its den right behind your teeth.  That is true.  Listen to what the Bible says in James 3:7,8.  For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind.  But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  Since these are facts, we ought to watch what we say very carefully.  And yet, how careless we often are of our speech.  We say things without thought, that hurt and disturb other people.  We offend, we provoke to anger - all because we are not watchful of our speech.

In Ephesians 4:29 God not only tells us to get control of our tongue, but He tells us how to get control.  He says speak that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.  We are to help people by our speech, not tear them down.  We are to talk for them, not about them.  If a Christian is failing to walk in a manner pleasing unto the Lord, we have both a scriptural and moral obligation to help him.

Years ago, Cain, a murderer, asked factiously, Am I my brothers keeper?  Certainly he was; and so are you and so am I.  Doubtless, there have been those along the way who admonished you when you needed spiritual direction and guidance.  Possibly, they helped you to see a blind spot in your Christian walk and by their thoughtful words encouraged you to claim victory in Jesus Christ, which you did.  You have praised God many times since for this one who spoke words of wisdom and kindness to enable you to face a need in your life.  

We read in Proverbs 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend.  I believe this applies to what we are talking about here – one Christian helping another by speaking the truth in love rather than condemning him and talking about him.  Paul instructs us in Galatians 6:1 along this line as he says Brethern, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such as one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  And then he goes on to say in the next verse Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  

This we might conclude to be similar to the ministry of washing one another’s feet, which Jesus claimed was necessary for His followers.  He said in John 13:14,15, If I then, your Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.  You see, Christ set an example for us.  One cannot wash the feet of another without being a humble servant of God.  But, you know, I think the way some believers wash the feet of another is to come with ice water and say, “All right, I am ready to wash your feet.  Put them in the basin.”  Then there are those who are so angry and upset themselves when they approach a Christian brother that they are actually offering to wash his feet in boiling water.  You see, God’s way is to come with warm water, which makes the task of foot washing pleasurable.  The one thing we must not do is to turn away and leave the offending person unrestored and unhelped.

Child of God, be careful of what you say.  I suppose more harm is done to the Christian cause by careless words than by any other means.  I read one time that silence is more eloquent than words.  The older I get, the more I understand this statement.  Regrettably, I haven’t always practiced it.  I am still trying, however, and I hope you are too.

The prayer of the Psalmist ought to be our prayer every day, many times throughout the day as well.  It is found in Psalm 141:3.  Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.  Get hold of that verse; memorize it.

And here is something else I would like for you to ponder.

If all that we say in a single day, 

  With never a word left out,

Were printed each night,

   In clear black and white,

T’would prove queer reading, no doubt.

And I more than think that many a kink

  Would be smoother in life’s tangled thread,

If half of what we said in a single day,

  Were left forever unsaid.

That’s good advice for all of us, isn’t it? But, you may say, “You don’t know the crowd I live with, or the crowd I work with.  They are always taunting me or making me mad.”  That’s no excuse.  If you are a Christian, this is a text of your spiritual depth.  Do you really know the Lord?  Are you a child of God?  Do you belong to Him?  Is He in control of your life?  This will prove it.  How you react when you are accused or when others say unkind things about you will give pretty clear evidence of your spiritual depth.  We don’t have to retaliate.  It is better to keep still, keep quiet.  We don’t have to fight back.  We shall probably loose the battle if we do.

If you are smitten on one cheek, what did Jesus say? – Turn the other.  And then, God says in Romans 12:19 Vengeance is mine, I will repay.  Let God take care of the adversary.  The Lord is much better equipped and experienced than we are.  We don’t have to retort.  Don’t worry about your reputation or your character.  They are in God’s hands.  You mar them when you try to retain them.  Are you misunderstood?  Will it hurt your influence and weaken your opportunity for good?  Leave it with God.  Let Him take charge.  In the meantime, He will give you His perfect peace if you will trust Him for it.  By all means, don’t try to fight back with words.  There is no need to defend yourself.  God is on your side.

I read in Proverbs 20:3 It is an honor for a man to cease from strife.  And then, Proverbs 17:14 Therefore, leave off contention.  Do not under any circumstances be a party of strife.  Get away from it.  Keep your mouth shut, because the Devil will get you to say the wrong things.  Let God control your lips.  And if He is in control, the first thing He will do in the midst of strife is to seal them.  You will never be sorry for the words you didn’t speak.

Maybe you are thinking, this is cowardly.  No, it isn’t.  Do you remember when they accused Jesus and said all kinds of things that were untrue?  They tried to get Him to respond?  What did He do?  He answered them not a word.  Jesus was silent.  He is our example.  If you think you must say something, make it a soft answer.  Proverbs 15:1 says, A soft answer turneth away wrath, but grievous words stir up anger.  What is a soft answer?   It is an answer that evidences the love of Almighty God.  It do’s not in any sense provoke anger; it exalts Jesus Christ.

The problem we have discussed may be your problem.  It can be corrected by a yielded life.  I urge you at this moment to take the problem to Jesus and ask Him to give you victory through His power.  You may be assured that He will answer you prayer.

And if it should be that you have never received Christ as your Savior and Lord, you need to do that right now.  Christ will receive you, if only you will turn to Him.  Will you do it?  I hope you will.
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