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Isn’t it amazing how much we have to talk about when we are around other people?  But, at the same time, how pathetic it is that we have so little to say about the Lord Jesus Christ, especially when we are in the company of the unsaved.

Dr. A.J. Gordon was heard to say, “Every disciple must be a discipler.”  In essence, God said virtually the same thing many centuries before, when He declared to His people in Isaiah 43:12 Ye are my witnesses.
Do you realize that thousands of believers never participate in their responsibility as witnesses for Christ?  Though they may be living for Him, they are lacking in a verbal witness for their Savior.  Maybe you are one who claims, like many, that though you do not witness with your lips, you witness with your life.  To witness by one’s life is certainly commendable.  In fact, to witness with the lips without a consistent life would be of no value whatsoever.  But in your witness, by your life only, how many people have come to know Christ because of your quiet influence?  You see, a holy life is not enough.  People must be told from the Word of God how to be saved.

One reason God gives the Holy Spirit to His followers if that we might be equipped to witness.  Jesus said, Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me.  (Acts 1:8).

Our bodies are not rooming houses, whereby we provide the Holy Spirit with a room to make himself comfortable.  He is always uncomfortable when not fulfilling the mission for which He was sent.  You see, he desires to communicate to the lost through you and me as members of the body of Christ.  Furthermore, God has endowed us with gifts so that we might fulfill our Christian obligations.

It is seen from the Scriptures that one of the most important obligations for every child of God is that of witnessing for Christ.  Though this is not always an easy task, it is tremendously important.  We have not been commissioned to convince or persuade people to be saved.  The Holy Spirit does this.  We are simply to witness faithfully to the saving power of Jesus Christ.

We readily realize that we are living in a hostile and unbelieving world where people love darkness rather than light.  But are we not divinely prepared to do the job of witnessing with the Holy Spirit within us, the Word of God before us, and the power of prayer through us?  If our heart is right with the Lord, we don’t need anything else.  We have it all in Jesus Christ.

Have you ever realized how quickly the world could be evangelized if all of God’s people were to witness.  Suppose a single Christian should win just one person to Christ during an entire year.  Each year after that, he would win another person to Christ.  And the one who came to Christ would likewise win someone else to the Savior each year.  If everyone who came to the Lord were to continue this process, how many do you think would come to Him in ten years? - More than one thousand people.  In twenty years? – More than four million.  And long before the thirtieth year, the entire world would be evangelized.  Such are the results we could expect from twenty to thirty years, provided the message of salvation were to be spread by an unbroken chain of witnesses, each one winning only one person to Christ a year.

What a shame that, two thousand years after Christ’s first coming, approximately one half of the world’s population has never heard the Gospel even once.  This gives us some idea of the number of professing Christians who have failed to witness for their Lord.

Do you know where the best place is to begin to witness? - In the home.  You would be surprised at the many so-called Christian parents who have never lovingly told their children about Christ and sought to win them to the Savior.

After speaking in a Christian Servicemen’s Center, the director told me of the surprising number of young people who come through the center that were reared in homes of people who went to church every Sunday.  When these young people are confronted with the Gospel and invited to make a commitment to Christ, they frequently ask the question, “Why wasn’t I ever told this before?  My parents went to church.  Why didn’t they tell me about Christ?”  What a tragedy it is when a young person must hear the good news of salvation outside the home because his parents neglected to share Christ with him.  You see, it isn’t enough for a parent to care for a child’s physical welfare; this is so necessary, but it is not enough.  His spiritual needs are even greater.  The Bible says, What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world but lose his own soul? Or shat shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (Mark 8:36,37).

If you are a parent, be sure to fulfill your most important responsibility as soon as possible.  Do your very best to lead your children to Jesus Christ.  Begin now to share the Savior with them.

If you are a Christian, don’t fail God and yourself by neglecting to witness.  The pressing need in the world today is not simply for mighty preachers, important as their ministry is; it is not only for evangelists, vital as their work is; it is for witnesses – true born again men and women in every walk of life, transformed by the power of Christ, burdened with a loving concern to tell others about their Savior.

If you haven’t been witnessing, get started.  Begin immediately to share your faith with someone who needs the Lord.  Just hand out a Gospel tract with a prayer in your heart that God will use it for the glory of God, if you have trouble speaking.  Everybody can witness for the Lord in some manner, in some way.  We need to ask God to give us a holy boldness; and He will do that.  He will give us the words to speak if we ask Him.  You see, prayer and witnessing go hand in hand.  But, whatever you do, be faithful in sharing the truth with those who need the Savior.  Jesus said we are to speak out, and He said if we do, He will speak through us.  We have this promise in the Word of God.  He that speaketh for the Lord will have the power of God upon Him.

But many Christians never open their mouths for God.  For some reason, they can talk about television, they can talk about the movies, they can talk about sports, but when it comes right down to the main line, they have no message.  That is tragic.  Maybe it is a spiritual need in their own life.  If we are not speaking for the Lord, the problem may be deeper.  It may be a matter of the heart.  Many people never speak because they are not really in fellowship with God.  Oh, they are nice, lovely, kindly church people.  But, you see, they don’t have a real hold on God.  They are not enthused about the new life in Christ.  Let God do something in your heart today.

Maybe you need the Lord.  Turn to the man in glory who loves you and gave himself for you, Jesus Christ, who died for your sins.  Let Him become your Savior and Lord today, if you never have.  Claim Him as Lord of all and enter into the assurance and blessing of everlasting life.  Then, redeem the time.  Use every possible opportunity to share Christ with the unsaved.
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