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One of the greatest privileges our Creator has given to us is the privilege of prayer.  Some people never pray, while others completely ignore the necessary guidelines for prayer.  But if practiced in the manner in which the Bible teaches, prayer is a powerful instrument.

Have you ever noticed in the Bible how many times Jesus resorted to prayer?  Prayer seemed to be the vital breath of His ministry.  To Him, it was not merely a form or a religious exercise.  It was the very essence of His being.  We are told in Mark 1:35 that in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.  Prayer was not an afterthought with our Lord, it was His first thought – early in the morning, before the overcrowded program of the day – He communed with the Father in heaven.

The early morning was not the only time Christ prayed.  Frequently, he resorted to prayer as he faced the difficult experiences in His ministry.  In the shadow of the cross, being in agony He prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground (Luke 22:44).  Probably no verse in the Bible is more descriptive than this one of how meaningful prayer was to the Son of God.

And after our Lord raised Lazarus from the dead, He lifted up His eyes and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.  When Christ initiated The Lord’s Supper we are told in Luke 22:19 that he took bread, and gave thanks.
But not only did the Lord Jesus spend much time in prayer, we notice from the Scriptures that often His teaching dealt with this subject.  In Matthew 6:6 He said, But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.  Any follower of Christ who expects to enjoy the blessing of God must have daily seasons of prayer alone with God, with all the rest of the world shut out.

Christ also taught social prayer as He emphasized the importance of believers joining hearts together and unitedly calling upon Him.  In Matthew 18:20 we have the marvelous promise that where two or three are gathered together in my name there am I in the midst of them.  In Luke 18:1 we are challenged to pray rather than give up in the face of obstacles or hardships.  God says Men ought always to pray, and not to faint.  As we pray, the Lord enables us to get through the hard places, even though we may be surrounded by impossible circumstances.

What mercies we miss.  What joys we sacrifice.  What privileges we ignore.  All this because we do not depend on this valuable recourse to God which we possess in Jesus Christ.  Some of us are heart broken because we did things our own way.  We were too busy to stop and lean on the everlasting arms.  We felt that we were clever and skilled, but discovered much to our sorrow that our judgments were faulty and incomplete.  When will we learn how human we are, and how completely dependent we must be on our unfailing God who desires to hear and answer our prayers?

Our evangelical churches are filled with weak, emaciated Christians who are trying to work for God without obtaining power and strength from Him through prayer.  When one comes to the realization of what prayer is, He will normally conclude that He will never be prayerless again.

There is vague concept that the essence of prayer is asking God for things.  Nothing could be more delusive.  G. Milner has given us a definition of prayer, which is most descriptive.  He says, “Prayer is the focusing of one’s whole being upon the eternal, so that the life that is above all life may enter in and live within our life.”

As you realize from this splendid definition, prayer is far more than trying to get things from God.  It recognizes God as Lord of all, with the earnest desire of having Him live in and through us.  When this is a reality in our lives, we shall call upon Him frequently throughout each day.  We shall seek His guidance and direction in every decision of life, whether major or minor.  We shall look to Him for wisdom as we launch out in the uncertain paths ahead.  When weak, we shall depend upon Him for strength.  When defeated, we shall claim His victory.  When distressed, we shall rely on His confidence.  When cast down, we shall rise up in His strength and walk.

Sir Isaac Newton once said, “I can take my telescope and look millions and millions of miles into space.  But I can lay it aside and go into my room, shut the door, get down on my knees in earnest prayer, and see more of heaven and get closer to God than I can, assisted by all the telescopes and material agencies on earth.”

This is so true.  God becomes a far off being to us only when we don’t take the time we should to commune with Him.  God is as close to us as we make Him.

J. Wilbur Chapman, a widely used evangelist of a former generation, received a letter from his friend, Andrew Murray, containing the expression “the sin of a prayerless life.”  The evangelist was struck by the thought contained in it and kept repeating it again and again.  “Am I sinning when I do not pray?  I hate sin and I am always preaching against it.  But, is it a sin to be prayerless?”  His answer to the question was a widely blessed sermon entitled, The Sin of a Prayerless Life.
Yes, prayerlessness is sin.  Usually sin is thought of as a trespass committed, or some positive aggressive act.  But failing to do what we ought to do is just as much of a sin as doing what we ought not to do.  If we do not pray, we are sinning.  But more than that, we are missing out on a storehouse filled with blessings that God has for us.

Take time, much time, to wait on the Lord, that you might see the great and mighty things He has reserved for your life.  Jesus said in Matthew 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.  Don’t close the door to God’s resources.  Open your heart to Him in prayer.

Should it be that you have never received Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, you are not able to pray.  But that situation can be corrected within a second or two.  Just simply turn to God.  Tell Him you are sorry for your sins and that you want to be saved.  Invite Jesus Christ to come into your life, and you will be on praying ground.  You will have the opportunity every moment of your life, if need be, to turn to God and say, “ Jesus help me, I need you help, and I am fully depending upon you.”  And God will minister to you, whatever the need.  Take advantage of His great offer.  Receive Christ, and with Christ this wonderful opportunity of being able to talk to God and being privileged to cast all your burdens on Him.
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