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Our story today deals with a young man who made a poor choice.  But later, he made a good choice.  All of us are like him because we too have made poor choices.  But the question is, have we made the right choice?  I have, and I hope you have too.

I want to tell you about a young fellow who, like many men in our day, got the wanderlust.  Probably, he was fed up with the rules and regulations imposed upon him around the home.  Possibly, dad and mother were a little too old fashioned for him.  They just didn’t seem to understand.  Disgusted and fed up with it all, the boy went to his father and asked for his inheritance so he could leave home and get out on his own.  The father granted him his desire, and the boy left - but what a life.

 He ended up feeding pigs in a filthy, muddy pigsty, earning scarcely enough for a bare subsistence.  His money didn’t last very long, for he got in with the wrong crowd and soon wasted all he had with drinking and carousing.  One day, while feeding the pigs, he realized who foolish he was and said to himself, How many hired servants of my fathers have bread enough, and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.
But he not only said this, he did it; he followed through.  He took the long journey back to his father and was graciously received into the fellowship he had once enjoyed in that happy home.

This incident, recorded in Luke 15, gives a marvelous picture of God’s great love for the sinner.  Like the prodigal son, all of us have strayed far from our Heavenly Father.  Some have come to God for salvation, but others are still wandering and wasting their lives in the pleasure of sin.  If you are away from God, He says to you Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and what?  God says He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon (Isaiah 55:7).  How marvelous is God’s wonderful grace.  How thrilling to know that He will receive all who come to Him by faith.

One of the most striking portions of the story of the prodigal son is a phrase in Luke 15:17.  He came to himself.  Sooner or later, most of us come to ourselves, but all too many do not reach this place until they land at the very bottom of things.  Isn’t it too bad the prodigal didn’t come to himself before he squandered all his money and feel in with his wicked companions?  How much sorrow and trouble could have been averted.  But, like many of our present day young people and older people as well, he was deluded by the powers of evil.  He was deceived by the attractiveness of the pleasures of sin, fooled by the subtle and wicked ways of the devil himself.  

Let me ask you – Have you ever realized that without Jesus Christ you are eternally lost?  What do you plan to do about your sins?  All the so-called good works you have done or ever hoped to do could never blot out your sins.  Only Jesus Christ can forgive sin.    It doesn’t matter whether you have committed few sins or many; in God’s eyes, you are a sinner.

Now, I realize it is not approved psychology to tell people they are sinners.  But, we might as well face the facts now, rather than later.  A church officer went to his pastor and said, “I wish you wouldn’t talk so much about sin.  Because, if our young people hear you talking this way, they will be more anxious to sin.  Call it a mistake or an error, but please don’t call it sin.”  The minister thought a few minutes and then spoke quietly, but firmly.  “Suppose, I had in my hand a bottle on which is a label marked Poison.  Would you suggest that I cover the label with one marked with something milder?  Don’t you see what happens?” the pastor continued, “The more harmless the label, the more dangerous you make the poison.”

There are a lot of people who would like to tone down the label of sin.  But in the sight of God, it is still wrong.  It wrecks homes, ruins lives, and caused untold misery and wretchedness throughout the world.  There is only One who can master our sin, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

The Bible says in 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.  Why not do as God has said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ; confess your sin to Him, and be eternally saved.  God has made this great provision for you.  Don’t go on turning your face from Him.  He longs for you to come to Him and enjoy the peace that He has provided.  He yearns for you to enter into the fellowship of His joy and blessing, which He has promised to all who put their faith and trust in Him.

Time is flying by swiftly.  It may be later than you think.  I have met scores of people who said, “My greatest regret in life is that I did not receive Jesus Christ when I was young.”

I have the same regret.  I was twenty-one, but I should have received Jesus Christ earlier in life when I had the opportunity.  I turned my face from God.  I went my own willful way, and what a price I paid.  You see, Satan is in the deceiving business.  He has deceived millions, and he is working hard at it every day to keep people away from the joy and blessing of God.

And I say to you, why go on day after day, week after week, year after year, living carelessly until without warning tragedy strikes.  Why be distraught, not knowing which way to turn or what to do.  Find peace and security in Christ; and that security is real.

I read in 1 Peter 1:5 that we are kept by the power of God.  Oh, what an experience that is, that God watches over us.  That He guides and directs every step we take.  That He puts the good thoughts in our minds.  He gives us His peace in the times of sorrow and bereavement.  This is a thrilling life, to know Jesus Christ.  It is wonderful to know that whenever one turns to Christ, he will be received by Him.

But, oh, what a joy is missed when a person ignores Christ and goes in his own willful way.  Many are doing that.  Friend, have you come to God by believing on His Son?  If not, turn to Him just now and say, “Lord Jesus, I am sorry for my sins.  I do trust you as the Lord of my life.  I want to be saved.”  And then, God will answer that prayer and you will be able to say with the Psalmist, My soul will be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips.  You will praise God the rest of your life for this step.  Come to Christ now; believe on His name.
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