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When we go to the store to buy a pound of coffee, we don’t expect to get a half-pound while paying for a pound.  We expect a full pound.  The same is true when a person commits his life to Christ.  God doesn’t expect a half-commitment.  He expects us to give ourselves over to Him entirely.

A newspaper carried the story of a farmer who was murdered.  A suspect was apprehended and tried, but found not guilty.  Almost everyone was sure that the suspect was the guilty one; but it could not be proven.  Sometime afterward, the suspect sought to marry the widow of the murdered farmer.  He offered her all kinds of inducements, urging her to become his wife.  In a rage, she exclaimed, “Never!  You murdered my husband, and now you dare to insult me by offering me your bloodstained hands.”

Do you realize, that when Christians seek their fellowship among the ungodly, and continue in the ways of the world, they are actually accepting the bloodstained hands that nailed Jesus to the cross?  Christ died to deliver us from this present evil world.  But how many there are who profess to be His followers, and yet they continue to do the things God hates.  It was the ungodly of the world who crucified the Lord Jesus Christ.  Should we who profess to love Him, yet be a part of that which gives every evidence of hating and despising Him?

In John 15:19 Jesus said, If ye were of the world, the world would love His own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.  We are God’s called-out ones; called out of sin and godliness to live sacrificially for the Lord Jesus Christ.

You see, being a Christian is more than saying, “I believe.”  It is to become a follower of Jesus Christ.  The Son of God did not make himself at home in the world by enjoying all its pleasures and evils.  If He had, He could never have drawn anyone to the higher life.  The natural course of this world is in opposition to God and all that is holy.  We who belong to the Lord Jesus Christ are to be a separated people – separated unto God and separated from sin.

After the Apostle Paul came to Christ, there were certain things he promptly put out of his life.  He could not reconcile them with the transformation he had experienced in Christ.  In Philippians 3:7 he says, But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  Anything that dishonored the Lord was promptly forsaken by the Apostle Paul.  How common it is in present day Christianity to find Christians seeking the very things Paul gave up for Christ.

We send out missionaries to preach a mighty Gospel that calls upon converts to forsake all to follow Christ.  Very often, when a convert on the mission field comes to the Savior, he loses his home, friends, and sometimes even his life for Jesus sake.  You and I have no right to expect those people to pay such a price if we are not willing to pay a corresponding price on the home base.  There are idols in all parts of the world.  It is not fair to demand that a Christian on the mission field give up his idols while we at home hold on to ours.  It is for this reason that the Apostle John wrote in his first Epistle, Keep yourselves from idols.

We who are Christians are called-out ones; called out of the world to surrender everything to Him who gave His all for us.  Until God’s people are ready and willing to respond to His call to come out of the world, we shall never make any progress in reaching the world for Jesus Christ.  As long as we cling to the bloodstained hand of the world, we shall be wholly ineffective in telling others about the nail-scarred hands of the Son of God.

At some time, you may have heard of Jenny Lind, who was known as the Swedish nightingale.  She was recognized the world over as the Queen of Song.  She received decorations and honors from nearly all the crowned heads of Europe.  And the money she received for her wonderful gift of song was enormous.  Yet, all this fame and wealth did not make Jenny Lind vain or haughty.  She wrote these meaningful words.  “My unceasing prayer is that whatever I give to people may continue to live on through eternity, and that the Giver of the gift, and not the creature to whom He lent it, may be praised and acknowledged.”

Jenny Lind sang in opera in England for only two years.  She retired practically five years after first appearance in London.  Why do you think this famous young woman retired so quickly from her public appearances?  She was sitting, one day, on the sands of the seashore with her Bible open on her knee when an admiring friend said to her, “How is it that you have abandoned the stage at the very height of your success?”  Jenny Lind replied, “When every day it made me think less of this,” laying her hand on her beloved Bible, “what else could I do?”  To be sure, if there is anything in our lives that makes us think less of the Word of God and God himself, it is displeasing to the Lord and ought to be dropped from our lives immediately.

Possibly, you are thinking, “Well, my life isn’t what it should be.  But I am not as bad as some people I know.”  I will not dispute this.  But just one question – Who sets the standard for your life, other people, or Jesus Christ?  I am sure you know the answer.  If there is a need, friend, do something about it.  The Lord Jesus will give you the strength, if you will trust Him for it.  And then you could be used of God.  So many Christians are not being used of God.  They are wasting their gifts and talents; they are squandering them on the things of this world.  They have no happiness, they have no peace, and they wonder why.  They look at other Christians and say, “My, I wish I had what he has.”  Friend, there is only one way to get it, and that is full commitment to Jesus Christ.  Remember, not a half-pound but a full pound.  All the way with Jesus, this is the life of blessedness.

If you are not sure of your salvation, right now is the time to make sure.  God says in John 3:36, He that believeth on the Son hath, that’s present tense, everlasting life.  Have you believed on the Son?  Then, God says, you have everlasting life.  Don’t doubt Him.  Thank Him.

If you haven’t yet believed, then receive Him.  The Bible says, But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe on His name (John 1:12).  To receive and believe are one in the same.  You receive the person.  It isn’t merely believing in the mind, it is receiving the Son of God into your life, who will transform your life.  He’ll take away the old lusts.  The things you used to love, you will begin to hate.  And the things you hated and despised, you will begin to love.  God works a miracle in one’s life when he comes to Christ.  Maybe you need that miracle in your life.  Let God perform it today as you say, “Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  I receive Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord.”  God will come in and He will do great and mighty things in you.
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