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Where do you expect to go when you die?  I can hear some of you say, “Heaven, of course!”  What makes you think this?  “Well, I have always done the best I could.”  Great!  But do you know that isn’t enough?

It is surprising to see in this day of enlightenment, the number of people who are trusting more in what they do than what they believe.  They feel that by their own efforts they are earning their salvation.  Do you realize that the Bible is in complete disagreement with this?  Listen to Romans 4:5.  But to Him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.  Whose faith is counted for righteousness?  The person who does not trust in his own works but rather in his belief in Jesus Christ.

Now, please don’t misunderstand me.  The Bible is not against good works.  If one is a true believer in Christ, one of the surest evidences of this fact is a transformed life producing good works.  What I am trying to say is a man or woman cannot save himself or herself by what he or she does.  It is Christ who does the saving.  The only grounds upon which Christ saves is complete submission to Him, acknowledging Him as Savior and Lord.

Basically, man is a sinner.  He does not always want to admit this, but he is.  Regardless of how many good works or good deeds he has performed, he has done nothing about his sinful nature.  Morally, he may be one of the best people in his community.  He may give more money than anyone else to his church or other worthwhile endeavors.  In themselves, these projects are well and good.  But this does not prepare him for heaven, because the Bible says in Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.    Regardless of what the philanthropist or benefactor may do by way of good deeds, he has not dealt with his sinful nature.

An evangelist tells of talking with a brilliant, young physician in Kansas.  The physician declared, “I do not profess to be a Christian, but I am better, morally speaking, than any of the church members in this city.”  The evangelist replied, “Doctor, I do not doubt you for an instant.  But I want to ask you a question.  Have you ever received Jesus Christ into your life?”  “No, I have not,” was the reply.  The evangelist drew a square on a piece of paper and said, “Doctor, let this square represent the state of Colorado.  The altitude at the lowest point is 2000 feet above sea level.  And the highest altitude, the summit of Pike’s Peak is 14,200 feet above sea level.  Also, there are people in the Colorado mines who are 3000 feet below the lowest altitude in the state.  Whether they are in the mines, on the lowest altitude, or on the summit of Pike’s Peak, they are all in the state of Colorado – right?”  “That’s right.”  “Now, one’s state outside of Christ is like that.  Some people are way down below the surface in flagrant wickedness.  Others are about average in the manner in which they live.  But let’s say you are living on the summit of Mt. Morality.  Regardless of this, you have never received Christ.  The Bible says in John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”

Let me say to those of you listening to me who have not yet received Christ, you may be like this Doctor – a fine respectable citizen contributing to the welfare of your community, even your church.  But because you have never received Jesus Christ into your life, in the eyes of God you are eternally lost.  You are lost to God and eternity.  This is why you need to be saved.  You need the life which God gives through believing on Jesus Christ.

God says in Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.  The truth is briefly this; man is a sinner, whether religious or otherwise.  In Ephesians 2 we read that he is a child of wrath and dead in sin.  His good works cannot blot out his sins.  He must trust in the living Christ who died on the cross for his sins.

In Ecclesiastes 1:15 God says That which is crooked cannot be made straight.  No matter how hard you try, regardless of what you do, you cannot change the fact that you are a sinner in need of the Savior.  Only Jesus Christ the Savior can save.  He shed His blood for your sins.  He said in Matthew 5:20 Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.  A church composed entirely of Pharisees would be an interesting congregation.  They would all go to church every Sunday, pray in public, read the Bible, and give a tenth of their possessions, but they would not go to heaven.  Why?  Because the Pharisees thought they could become righteous by what they did.  This is why Jesus said your righteousness must exceed their righteousness.  By this He meant it must be another kind of righteousness.  And what kind of righteousness must it be?  It must be the righteousness of God, which is given to the believer the moment he trusts in Jesus Christ.

For some people, the problem is not badness but goodness.  They are trying to be good.  They are trying to do the right thing.  But they are ignoring Christ.  Nothing could be more confusing and hopeless than this, for we are not saved by trying, but trusting – trusting in Him who said Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Matthew 11:28).

Paul says in Romans 10:3,4 regarding many who lived in his day, For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.

Those of you who know Christ personally have received God’s righteousness and you are ready to meet Christ at any time.

Have you received Christ into your life?  Do you know you are saved?  You see, don’t trust in your own good works.  Trust in Him who is good, yet died for your sins.  He wants to save you.  Let Him do it right now.  Simply bow your head and ask Christ to come into your life.
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