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We are told in the Scriptures to honor the Lord with our substance and the firstfruits of our increase.  God should be first in everything.  But how often we thoughtlessly care for our own interests and desires and give God what is left, if there is anything left.  No wonder that very often we come out on the short end of things.

If you were to have a very special guest in your home for dinner, would you go to your refrigerator and pull out all the leftovers and warm them up?  Is this what you would serve him?  I doubt it very strongly.  Probably, you would go to the supermarket, pick out a choice cut of meat, and get several good vegetables, along with some other necessary items.  I suppose you would make a delicious salad and dessert that you had good success with in the past.  You would put your best china and silverware on the table.  In other words, you would do your utmost to provide a satisfying meal in the best of surroundings for your guests.

Do you realize that there are some professing Christians who give God nothing but leftovers?  When the offering plate is passed on the Lord’s Day, they give Him what’s left.  They don’t bring the firstfruits, like the Bible tells us.  If there isn’t anything left, they just don’t have anything to bring.  They treat God like they don’t really care about Him.

Actually, there should never be a time when we give God any less than the best.  He deserves the best of everything.  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 16:2 Upon the first day of the week let everyone one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  On the first day of the week, when we gather with other believers to worship the Lord, we are not to give God leftovers.  We should bring an offering that truly honors His name.  This is to be done on the same scale in which He prospered us.

How good the Lord has been to all of us.  When we were sick, He healed our bodies.  When we were suffering from financial problems, He provided.  His blessings have been endless.  We should show our gratitude in every way, but especially in our giving.  In Proverbs 3:9 God’s people are exhorted to honor the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase.  Do your offerings honor Him?

There are some businessmen who, when they go to church on Sunday, don’t do as well in their giving to God as they did in the previous week in giving tips to the waitresses who served their lunches.  They gladly left a tip of 15% or more for the waitress, while dropping a dollar or two in the plate on Sunday.  They think more of tipping the waitresses than they do of honoring the Lord.

While on his way out of church one Sunday morning, a member said to an usher, “I have nothing but praise for the new minister.”  “So I observed, when I passed the offering plate,” replied the usher.

How frequently believers are active for the Lord, serving Him in various capacities.  But when it comes to giving, they are extremely weak.  God says in 2 Corinthians 8:7 Therefore as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.  What is meant by this grace also?  Paul is speaking about giving here.  There was no problem among the Corinthian saints relative to their knowledge of God and their confidence in Him.  It was their giving wherein they were failing.  God’s people are to abound in this grace as well as every other Christian exercise.  We are obligated to do more than make a living.  We are here to make a life.  By earning, we make a living.  By giving, we make a life.

For many years, Princess Eugenia of Sweden devoted herself to the good of her people.  One of her greatest desires was to build a hospital for the incurables.  But because of the many charities she was already supporting, this seemed to be improbable.  But recognizing the pressing need for such a hospital, she determined to do something about it.  After much serious thought, she sold her diamonds and proceeded to build the hospital.

Sometime later, after the hospital was completed, Princess Eugenia visited with the sick in the hospital frequently.  There was one pathetic case that attracted her especially – a woman who suffered severely.  She spent much time in prayer for the suffering woman.  She shared Christ with many others in the hospital, but especially with the woman who meant so much to her.   Even though the Princess witnessed to her regularly, the woman resisted in unbelief.  One day, however, as the Princess approached her bed, the woman cried out, “I thank God that the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth me from all my sin.”  In her tears, said the Princess, “I have seen my diamonds again.”

Whatever you and I give for God’s work is not really given, but invested.  Someday in heaven, we shall meet those who have been transformed by the power of Christ.  We shall see the eternal reward for our investments. 

God says in Ecclesiastes 11:1 Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.  It will come back, you may be sure of that.  How necessary it is that we do not live for ourselves but for the Lord Jesus Christ.  We need to sacrifice for Him, keeping Him first in everything, especially in our giving.

Maybe your real need at this moment is to give yourself to God.  When we give ourselves to Him without reservation, there is no hesitation to sacrifice all that we possess for Him.  Many of God’s people have never discovered the blessing of giving to God because they have failed to surrender their lives to Him.  They are saved, but they have never recognized Jesus Christ as Lord of all.

I urge you to yield your life to Jesus Christ at this very moment.  You will no longer need to be exhorted to give, because it will be the joy of your heart to honor the Lord with your substance.
If you have never come to Jesus Christ for salvation, God’s desire for you is not to give, but to receive.  Receive Jesus Christ who died for your sins and rose again.  He gave himself for you that you might receive everlasting life.  Invite Him into your life as Savior and Lord and you will be saved for all eternity.  Then, enter into the blessing of honoring Christ in every area of your life.

Bow your head just now and say, “Jesus, I realize that you died for my sins.  I am a sinner, and I am sorry for my sins.  But I now receive you as my Savior from sin.”  God will meet you, dear friend, right where you are.  And He will change your life.

Glad Tidings, Inc., P.O. Box 18824, Charlotte NC  28218

