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If you are a Christian, are you doing everything you possibly can to help reach a benighted world with the Gospel of Christ?  Is there anything more you could possibly do?  Have you exhausted every means at your disposal?  If you were to enter the presence of Jesus Christ today and He asked questions like these, what would you say?

I have been thinking lately about what Jesus said just before He had healed the man who had been born blind.  We read His word in John 9:4 where He says, I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.
There are two things involved in the word must as we see it here.  First, it means a binding obligation.  The coming of Christ to this earth was purposeful.  The Father had committed an obligation to the Son and Christ never deviated from the fulfillment of this obligation.  He was sent into this world specifically to die for the sins of everyone.  At the appointed time, He fulfilled this obligation and returned to the Father.

Secondly, the word must conveys the idea of urgency.  There was a time limit placed upon Christ’s mission.  As far as He was concerned, everything had to run on schedule, which it did.

I wonder if you have ever realized that these two responsibilities, which rested upon the shoulders of our Lord, also rest upon the shoulders of God’s people.  We are under obligation to our Heavenly Father, first to fulfill the purpose for which we have been saved.  Every believer is saved to share the truth of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ because this is the message that transforms lives.  Secondly, there is no time to be lost.  Jesus said, I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh when no man can work.
I believe the daytime has finished.  We are now in the dusk with the night fast approaching.  As never before, believers should sell out to God and realize their supreme obligation to get the good news of the Gospel to every lost man and woman.

You see, the Gospel is news; news demands urgency.  Have you ever toured a large newspaper office?  I had this privilege one time when I was invited to speak to some of the executives in the office.  After our time together, I was shown through the elaborate plant.  It was a real eye-opener for me because I never had the opportunity of seeing a newspaper in the process of being composed and printed.  There was one thing especially that impressed me.  It was the sense of compulsion that seemed to motivate the employees.  They were all involved in something that could not wait.  They were dealing with news, and the news had to be prepared and communicated as quickly as possible. 

Believer in Jesus Christ, do you realize that you and I are dealing with the good news of God?  We must work the works of Him that sent us.  The night is coming when tribulation will be upon the world.  The wickedness that seems bad now will run rampant throughout the earth.  Satan will have his heyday.  What you and I do for Jesus Christ must be done now.  We are facing a most critical period in the history of our world.  It is the hour of crisis.

Somewhere, I read that the Chinese word for crisis is a combination of the words for danger and opportunity.  This definition is certainly appropriate for us.  We are in danger of losing the world to Satan and his crowd but, at the same time, we have the opportunity to win it to Jesus Christ.  What is done depends on every follower of the Son of God.  This is no time for Christians to play church.  We must work the works of Him that sent us, while it is day: for the night cometh when no man can work.
My dear friends, we are facing the most serious crisis in the history of Christianity.  In 1800, twenty-five percent of the world knew Christ as Savior and Lord.  Today, it is said six percent of the people profess Christ.  At the present rate of population growth versus souls being saved, if God gives us fifty more years, Christianity will be virtually extinct.  Who will be responsible?  Christians.  We have either forgotten or ignored our purpose for being here.

Ye are my witnesses, God says in Isaiah 43:12.  Do we realize this, or have we become so involved in the things that don’t really matter that the true work of God is being overlooked?  We need to realize that we are in a battle and our enemy is strong.

The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 16:9 For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.  Wherever there is an open door for the proclamation of the Gospel, you can be sure that it will be surrounded by the many adversaries.  If we are going to fight the good fight of faith, it is important that we know whom our adversaries are.  Here and there, I see some Christians fighting among themselves.  Nothing could be more satisfying to Satan.  These people don’t seem to know who their real enemy is.

Who are our adversaries anyway?  Our first adversary is cultism.  For information on this, scan the church page of the Saturday edition of any metropolitan newspaper and see the advertisements of some of the far-out groups that have arisen over the past several years.  Thousands of people are flocking to these false messiahs of disillusionment and spiritual despair.

The second adversary is the result of the anti-democratic governments that have denied the God-given liberties every human should have.  It dominates millions of people.  It has leaped mountains, crossed oceans, made millions of converts with its false promise of an earthly heaven.

But the third adversary is indifferentism.  Call it what you want – paganism, secularism, materialism, and hedonism – I believe this is the major adversary in the country in which we live; the nation which has reared monuments to its own self-sufficiency, and temples to its so-called progress; a nation which has produced the best fed, the best educated, the best-clothed people in the history of the world.  But in spite of what has been done, squatting in the dust of our own spiritual poverty, we have forgotten that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.
Probably, the worst adversary of all is self.  This is the adversary that has done the most to prevent the world from being won to Jesus Christ.  You and I are guilty.  Hastily, we have passed by the words of our Lord, found in Matthew 16:24.  If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  We haven’t done this.  We shall suffer for it unless we act quickly. 

The question is, what must we do?  Surrender.  Surrender to the will of God.  He is not willing that any should perish.  Let’s turn our lives over to Him completely, and then rise up to work, realizing that we work the works of Him that sent us, while it is day, for the night is just about upon us.

If you are not a believer in Jesus Christ, don’t delay any longer.  Time is running out.  You need the Lord.  He died for you and rose again, and is ready to save you for eternity, if only you will turn to Him.  Will you do it now?  I hope you will.  Just say, “Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  I want to be a child of God.  Jesus, come into my life and live through me.”  And God will hear you and answer that prayer.
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