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Sometimes, we greatly underestimate our potential in our relationship to Christ.  Have you ever said anything like this? “Surely, God doesn’t want me involved in His vast plan of worldwide evangelism.  After all, I am not gifted; my finances are limited; my health is not good.”  Well, don’t you be too sure.

In John 12:24 we have the words Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.  Here is a principle Jesus established that few of us seem to realize.  Any believer who would be fruitful for God must be willing to die to the self-life.

It was in the year 1940 that Perry Hayden, President of the Hayden Flours Mills in Michigan, heard a sermon on this text.  He was inspired to try an experiment.  He planted one cubic inch of wheat in an area known as The Lord’s Wheat Field.  For six years, he harvested it and paid a tithe of the crop to the Lord.  Six years later, the final harvest was made of 72,000 bushels, which showed over 150 million kernels for each kernel planted six years before.  In a very vivid and understandable way, Perry Hayden proved the reality of John 12:24.  Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.  Mr. Hayden concluded, that if more Christians were willing to die to their own selfish desires and would in turn set aside even so small an amount as a tenth of their increase year by year, our missionary problems would be solved overnight.

What Mr. Hayden has said is absolutely true.  We who call ourselves Christians have become so involved in this world and the things that satisfy the flesh, that we have overlooked the fact that we are strangers and pilgrims passing through this world on a mission.

Peter in his first Epistle reminds us of this responsibility in 1 Peter 2:11 where he writes, Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.  We are not here to cater to the flesh.  We have been born into the family of God to propagate the Gospel of God.  When we get our spiritual priorities straightened out, there will be no problem about our effectiveness for God.  We shall recognize the fact that we have a mission to fulfill, that we are here to serve and not to be satisfied.

I think the question we need to ask ourselves every morning is “Will I live today for myself or God?”  If we live for ourselves, little will be accomplished for the Lord.  Actually, little has been accomplished over the nineteen hundred years since Christ died.  This is an evidence of the fact that many Christians have lived for themselves.  When we live for God and allow ourselves to be directed by His Holy Spirit, we shall grasp every opportunity possible to share the Gospel with those who need Christ.  This will not be a burden, but a joy that will bring satisfaction to the heart.

Have you ever considered pulling up stakes and going to a needy mission field like South America, Africa, or the Philippines where the opportunities to hear about Christ are far less than we know them in this country?  “But,” you say, “Don’t we need a call from God to do this?”  God does not call us to geographical locations.  He calls us to serve Him and to make His name known.  I could show you scores of verses in the Bible that make it clear that if you are a Christian you are called to serve the Lord.  Let me give you just a few:

1 Corinthians 3:9 - We are laborers together with God.

1 Corinthians 15:58 – Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding      in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

  
2 Corinthians 5:20 – Now then we are ambassadors for Christ.
Don’t worry about where you are to be serving God.  If you are a Christian, you should be serving Him right where you are.  And if He wants you someplace else, He will put the burden on your heart and lead you step by step.  Be sure, however, that you are willing to follow.  But remember, don’t wait for God to put His hand on you and say, “I want you to be a missionary out in Africa,” or out in some other far off country.  Be faithful to the Lord right where you are.  And as you prove your concern for Him and His work, He will lead you into greater opportunities.  There are some people who, because they can’t do everything, don’t do anything.

A pastor came to see me to discuss the problem of missions in his church.  He said, “I have been preaching missions for months, and I just can’t get a missionary program going.  What do you think the problem is?”  After talking to him awhile, I gave this answer.  “A missionary program is more than preaching.  It begins with a person.”  And I asked the pastor, “Are you sacrificing yourself and your income to reach the lost for Jesus Christ?”  He confessed that he was not.  This pastor, like many Christians, believed in missions.  He wanted to see his people get interested also.  He was anxious that his young people offer their lives for missions.  But he had never gotten really serious about missions himself.

Be willing to let God start a fire in your heart, and it will spread to all those around you.  When a pastor gets serious about the lost and begins to make sacrifices in his own life, you can be sure that the people in his congregation will do the same.  Missions is not something we preach about only.  It demands obedience to the will and plan of God.  

Maybe you are the one to start the fire burning in your church.  Maybe the pastor is not too interested and you are the one through whom God wants to work.  Realize it, dear friend.  When a church fails to propagate, it begins to disintegrate.  Don’t let this happen in your church.  Give yourself wholeheartedly to God.  Allow Him to reach the lost through you.  Be willing to go to the mercy seat and offer yourself as a living sacrifice, and you can be sure the Lord will do the rest.

But maybe your first need is to get right with God.  You know the Gospel, but you have never sincerely believed the Gospel.  Christ to you is nothing more than a name.  Let Him become your Savior and Lord.  Let Him transform your life.  And then redeem the time for Him by reaching lost souls for Him.  Let God work in your heart as you turn everything over to Him.
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