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All of us need to remind ourselves repeatedly of the greatness of our God.  We frequently lament the evils of our surroundings.  But God can change things.  He has done it and He is doing it.  But we who are Christians must do something too.

Sometime ago, a college professor declared that, “contrary to scientific opinion, the interior of the earth is not so hot.”  I think as we look at the world situation today, we can agree that the same thing is true of the exterior.  The world is in a mess; it is sick.

There are many solutions being offered.  Some say the sickness of the world is economic.  Poverty, hunger, and want are the real causes of human unhappiness and misery.  Remove these causes, and all will be well with mankind.  Between nations and within the nations there are inequalities and injustices, which call for removal, but the basic evil of the world is not economic.  Rich men and nations can be bad and unhappy as well as poor men and nations.  Economic security, as more than one community has found, is no sure remedy for the sickness of human society.

Others tell us the true need of the world is education.  Our sickness is due simply to a want of intelligence.  No intelligent people would prefer or endure poverty.  Maybe not, but education, as good as it is, does not necessarily make men intelligent.  Intelligence does not ensure honesty, integrity, or happiness.  Actually, there are more intelligent and clever criminals than there are stupid ones. 

Many other prescriptions are offered for the sickness of the world, but the remedy, after all, is so simple that if it were not for the ease with which we fool ourselves, all would recognize the truth.

The world is sick because it is wrong, and it will be well only when it is right.  The plane, fundamental issue is the issue between right and wrong.  There is one and only one remedy for the world’s disease and the remedy is righteousness.  Let me verify this from the Scriptures.  I point you to that great Old Testament prophet Isaiah.  In Isaiah 45:19 God says I the Lord speak righteousness, I declare things that are right.  Then, in verse 22 Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.  Verse 23 – I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.
Here you have the answer to the mess the world is in today.  It is the only answer that really works.  The world is lost in its confusion because of sin.  As long as sin prevails, the result is always wrongdoing.  The message the world needs is that which we read in Isaiah 45:22.  God says, Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.  People, wherever they are – Cambodia, China, Guatemala, the United States, Canada – need to be saved by turning unto the Lord that they might live righteously with respect and honor toward God.

Oh, if we only knew the Lord in such a way the He could awaken us to the responsibility that we have.  We need to get the Gospel out to needy people.  The hour is late.  But at the moment, it is not too late.  If we tarry, it will be.

The other day, I was going through my file.  As I ran across this clipping, I had to take it from the file so I could read it to you.  The date I had marked on it was 1945.  Listen, as I read.  “A report has been received from a Chinese professor telling us that forces are now at work to communize China within two years and that all Christians will be killed.  May God help us to evangelize and ‘gospelize’ China as fast as possible, by all means, while the doors are yet open.  The next few years will doubtless determine China’s future.  It will be Christ or Communism.”

That’s the end of the clipping, but you know the rest of the story.  What this professor said was fulfilled to the letter.  Others have warned us of closing doors.  Few Christians seem to be interested.  We live as always; we buy and sell, and get gain and squander it on ourselves.  Friends, we need to get serious.  If Christ is Lord in our lives, we are duty-bound to prove it.  The best way to prove it is to share the Gospel of Christ, that men and women of all ages, who are bound by their sin, might be delivered through the power of the Holy Spirit.

I don’t want to appear as an apostle of doom.  Don’t get the idea that the situation is hopeless.  There is a little time remaining.  I believe we ought to be on our knees every day, praying that God will open every closed door to the Gospel.  He can do this, and He is doing it in a marvelous way.

I remember in 1956, Columbia, South America was closed to the Gospel.  Pastors and their congregations were being persecuted in that country.  Some were being martyred.  There was no way for a preacher or missionary to enter Columbia as such.  I was invited by a mission board to go into Columbia to teach the Word of God to believers.  We prayed, and I got in.  I went in as a teacher.  God blessed the ministry.  Faithful saints never gave up praying for Columbia.  We saw the day come when the door to Columbia, once again, opened to the Gospel. 

Consider East Germany, consider Russia; there are no limits as to what God can do.  Nothing is impossible for God.  But we who are in the Lord must believe this.  We must take time to pray and wait on God for His great and mighty things so that all people around the world will come to know and love Jesus Christ.

And, at the same time, we who are in Christ must lay ourselves on the altar and put first things first, allowing the Lord to do His work through us.  We must sacrifice of our finances that somehow, someway, in the power of the Lord, every soul in our present generation shall have at least one opportunity to hear the Gospel of Christ.  God is able, dear friends.  The question is, are we willing?  I hope you are, and I want to be.

When David Livingstone was urged to go to Africa, his response was, “What are the prospects in Africa?”  He was answered, “The prospects in Africa are as bright as the promises of God.”

The same holds good today.  Believer in Jesus Christ, let us get out from behind the curtain of indifference and grasp every opportunity to tell the lost about a living Christ who can transform lives and give eternal hope and blessing.  And if you are one who has never experienced God’s great salvation, I urge you right now to bow your head before the Lord, confess your sin to Him, and say, “Lord, I am willing to turn from sin to follow you,” and ask Jesus Christ to come into your life.  He will come in immediately and lead and guide you step by step.  Do it, dear friend.  Don’t wait.
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